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Meet the All-Star Soccer Team of the 


PALESTINE HAPOEL... 


sports emissaries of the Histadrut. 


on their good-will tour of the United States, sponsored by the NEW YORK 
CITY COMMITTEE OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS ALLIANCE 


First Game: SUNDAY, MAY 4, 1947 — 3:15 PM. 
YANKEE STADIUM 


PALESTINE HAPOEL vs. 
ALL STAR AMERICAN SOCCER TEAM 


COOPERATING ORGANIZATIONS: Trade Union Committee * Gewerk- 
shaften Campaign for the Histadrut * Poale-Zion * Pioneer Women °* 
Hechalutz * Habonim * Hashomer Hatzair * Histadrut Youth Council 
Jewish Sports Organizations 





Advance Ticket Sale at: 


Yankee Stadium 


Hapoel Office 
Suite 537 
673 Broadway 


Jewish National Workers Alliance 
45 East 17th Street 
and at 





Trade Union Locals 
Poale Zion Branches 
Pioneer Women Clubs 





Habonim Groups 
Hashomer Hazair Groups 
Histadrut Youth Councils 
Yiddish Daily Newspapers 


TICKETS 
$1.25 TO $5.00 
(Tax Included) 

















Proceeds of the HAPOEL GOODWILL TOUR will build 
THE DOV HOS MEMORIAL STADIUM, TEL AVIV 


























IN TIME OF CRISIS 
HISTADRUT 
MOBILIZES FOR ACTION 


Jewish 
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rn Britain clamped down nsec 
with Martial Law in Palestine, HAymna GREENBERG BEN HALPERN 
the Histadrut Executive was Editor Managing Editor 
ready with a counter-plan to Editorial Board 
strengthen Jewish positions. SHLOMO GRODZENSKY MARIE SYRKIN JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG 
DAVID PINSKI JACOB J. WEINSTEIN 


The following cable reveals 
the scope of this program: 
YISHUV HAS WITHSTOOD 2 WEEKS OPPRESSIVE 


MILITARY SIEGE AND ENDURED THIS TRYING 
TEST CALMLY, WITH DETERMINATION TO CON- 


TINUE ITS CONSTRUCTIVE WORK. SHIPS BEAR- OPERATION FOssIL PS he ee on Le ) 
ING REFUGEES HAVE ARRIVED. NEW SETTLE- THE “TRUMAN DOCTRINE” nT Ree eo ee 6 
— _ UP AND GREAT EFFORTS THE PROBLEMS OF PEACE 6 
‘ARD MAINTAINING INDUS- 
TRIAL ACTIVITY. OUR PRIMARY CONCERN IS HAPOn:. J 
PREVENTION OF GRAVE UNEMPLOYMENT. HIS- | SABBATH IN TEL AVIV, by Chaim Weiaw " 
TADRUT IS ORGANIZING BUILDING PROJECTS 
a6 tek ieee; Seabn, diemeabe tee cot. THE ATTACK ON COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, by ulti Suiting . 10 
ONIES, INCLUDING IMMEDIATE construc. | THE RIGHT TO KILL, by Hayim Greenberg . 13 
TION 3,000 ROOMS COSTING TWO MILLION R RDO 17 
POUNDS. THIS PROJECT WILL EMPLOY 5,000 Aanon David GORDON, by Bex Halpers . 
WORKERS. BITZUR, JOINT ASSOCIATION OF JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY, by Aaron David —e 21 
JEWISH AGENCY AND HISTADRUT, CONCEN- 1 
TRATED LOANS TO JEWISH MUNICIPALITIES neon or fans, by Pal Gooteen - : 
TO ENABLE THEM TO EMPLOY ADDITIONAL THE NEW CONDITIONS OF JEWISH SURVIVAL, by ink intsliieacky 40 a a 
WORKERS IN PUBLIC WORKS. OUR MARKET. TTE 4 
ING COOPERATIVE TNUVA IS MAIN FACTOR LETTER FROM BRITAIN, by Hannah Stein . : : 
SUPPLYING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS TO ALL | CONVERSATION REGARDING TERROR, by Eliezer Libemaein 53 
PARTS OF COUNTRY. HAMASHBIR IS CON- 
CERNED WITH RATIONAL SUPPLY OF MATE- DIGEST OF THE MONTH: 
RIALS TO SETTLEMENTS AND URBAN CON- A SOLDIER’s REPORT (New Statesman) . 57 
SUMERS. SOLEL BONEH INCREASES ITS WORKS OPERATION AGAINST JEWs (New Statesman) 59 
Oe ENTRY AND SUNDENS & CRDER TO ARAB MILITARY POWER (Palestine Information) . 63 
EMPLOY MAXIMUM NUMBER OF WORKERS. THE 
WORKERS BANK AND NIR GIVING GREAT] Books: 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT IN THIS DIFFICULT HOUR. 
SITUATION HAS IMPAIRED INCOME OF OUR EIGHTEEN CENTURIES IN ONE VOLUME (Abraham Menes) 69 
ORGANIZATIONAL AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS THE Mass Neurosis (Israel S. Wechsler) . FA 
WHICH MUST ENLARGE THEIR ACTIVITIES AND : > 
GUARD OUR VITAL INTERESTS. LARGE SUMS ANCESTRAL MARTYRS (Mordecai S. Chertoff) . 72 
URGENTLY NEEDED TO SAFEGUARD INSTITU- CHART OF GROWTH (Saadia Gelb) 74 


TIONS AND INCREASE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES. 
WE ASK YOU TO STAND WITH US IN THIS 
TRYING HOUR. 


PINCHAS CRUSO, Manager 
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HISTADRUT, OUR VANGUARD, 
NEEDS OUR HELP IN EXECUT- 
ING THIS VAST WORK. DO 
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TINE HISTADRUT CAMPAIGN! 
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Send Contributions to 
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OPERATION FOossIL 


URING THE PAST MONTH we witnessed 

one of the saddest and most vicious farces in 
the whole record of the British administration in 
Palestine. Martial law, long threatened against the 
Jews of all Palestine, was put into effect in sections 
of Jerusalem and an area including Tel-Aviv. Abovt 
half the Jewish population was directly affected. 

Though nominally limited by “statute,” the mili- 
tary regime empowered the British to suspend postal, 
telegraph, and telephone services; close the civil 
courts and other government offices; bar all traffic 
both “goods” and “passenger,” in the martial law 
zone, or into and out of them including the traffic 
at the Tel Aviv port; and order banks and businesses 
closed. Nor did these powers remain “dead letters” 
merely: all these penalties were actually put into 
effect, with the exception of the bank closure; and 
British hints that this, too, might be done were 
sufficient to start an incipient run on the banks in 
Tel Aviv in the early days. Thousands of workers 
in Tel Aviv and its environs and in the closed-off 
parts of Jerusalem were forced into idleness for two 
weeks, because there was not adequate provision for 
permitting them to travel to their places of work 
outside the zones. Additional thousands were unem- 
ployed in Tel Aviv, because insufficient building 
materials were allowed into the city to keep them 
occupied. The total loss to all the Yishuv from this 
two weeks’ paralysis was $7 million. 

And what was accomplished in terms of the pro- 
fessed objectives of these “mammoth” operations? 
It has long been notorious in Palestine that the 
British “counter-measures” against terrorism afford 
the greatest facilities for the work of the terrorists. 
The road curfews only guarantee greater freedom 
for bomb-wielders, because they know that there will 
be no civilian traffic around, and anything they may 
see is bound to be what they would regard as a 
“legitimate military target.” The “security zones” set 
up for Britishers, again, served to segregate and iso- 
late “legitimate military targets,” of which facts the 
terrorists were not slow to take advantage. Now these 
operations “Elephant” and “Hippopotamus” once 
more demonstrated the same rule: the terrorists had 
a field day not only on the outskirts of the military 
zones, but in the very center of Tel-Aviv itself, under 
tight martial law. Upon finally terminating the futile 
farce, the British military claimed success in appre- 
hending over seventy “leading terrorists’—a claim 
which the terrorists promptly and scornfully denied. 
And since the British named no names and the people 
they arrested were subsequently let off with minimum 
penalties, and afterwards the British began to post 


rewards for the eighteen leading terrorists still at 
large—most people will certainly conclude that the 
terrorists are right, in this instance. 


ELSEWHERE in this issue (pp. 57-62) we reprint two 
reports by a British infantry officer in Palestine, 
showing how confusing and demoralizing to the 
British forces are the obscure and incomprehensible 
orders under which they operate in the country. In 
the days of Gen. Barker, this demoralization was 
readily accepted, indeed encouraged by the officer in 
command. He, for his part, also had a clear objec- 
trive, which he was eager to substitute for the con- 
fused policy of Whitehall: the crushing of the whole 
Jewish community in Palestine on the pretext of the 
provocations of the terrorists. The officers now com- 
manding seem to speak in rather different tones: 
their courtesy was impeccable in deploring the whole- 
sale damage to the mass of unoffending Jewish citi- 
zens involved in Operations Elephant and Hippo- 
potamus. Today, however, it has become quite impos- 
sible for anyone to believe any longer that the ter- 
rorists can be stopped by these methods—that they 
can have any effect other than heavy damage to the 
whole Yishuv. 

We are left, therefore, with only two possible 
explanations of the British threat that these measures 
may be resorted to again in case of terrorist action. 
One alternative is to conclude that the new gentle- 
manliness of the British commanders is mere camou- 
flage, that the real aim is to crush the whole Yishuv 
very rapidly. The only other alternative is to believe 
that the British have been overcome by sheer inertia 
of habit: once having adopted the disastrous road of 
repression, they have not the will or courage to turn 
back to more reasonable ways, to admit a substantial 
number of Jewish immigrants, drop the White Paper, 
and regain Jewish cooperation. The fear of losing 
face by retreat cannot explain such paralysis, because 
no greater blow to British prestige can easily be im- 
agined than the recent fiasco. The most charitable 
interpretation, then, is to put this whole episode down 
to the traditional British political gremlin, Colonel 
Blimp; to conclude that what we have seen really 
deserves to be called Operation Fossil. But whether 
we wish to regard British tactics as diabolically clever 
or preternaturally stupid, it makes little difference 
with regard to the consequences which we may antici- 
pate if this policy is persisted in: the speedy deteriora- 
tion of a state of affairs which has damaged the good 
name and moral position and, for that matter, strate- 
gic security of Great Britain less only than it has 
injured the Jewish people, overburdened by history 
with more than any people should be expected to 
bear. 








THE “TRUMAN DOoctTRINE” 


T IS OBVIOUSLY IMPOSSIBLE at this time to 
consider the full significance of the so-called Tru- 
man Doctrine, signalized by the open assumption by 
the United States of some of Great Britain’s strategic 
commitments in Greece and Turkey. Its meaning will 
only become clear in the course of later development; 
and, if there is one point upon which everyone is 
agreed, it is the prediction that it will lead us much 
farther than the initial measures of financial assist- 
ance. 


The question in everyone’s mind is, of course, Will 
it lead us directly to war; and it would appear rea- 
sonably safe to answer, Probably not, unless long 
before the Truman speech we had already without 
knowing it, passed the decisive stage on the way 
to war. The fact is, of course, that we have been in 
a sort of twilight zone of global war ever since 
World War II ended. It was impossible not to see 
under the local causes of the clashes between Na- 
tionalists and Communists in China, the revolts in 
Indonesia and Indo-China, the Azerbaijan and 
southern Iranian uprisings, the “Armenian” demands 
on Turkey, the civil conflict in Poland, and the in- 
ternational unrest in the Balkans, an additional 
element: the global rivalry between the Eastern and 
Western blocs. This rivalry had only been provi- 
sionally composed by the Yalta and other agreements, 
allocating spheres of interest: in the first place, the 
geographic division left much room for conflict in 
the border areas; and, in the second place, these very 
agreements reserved for each of the principals a 
certain interest in what went on in the other fellow’s 
sphere. There followed, therefore, the period of 
civil upheaval and border conflict at the crossroads of 
the respective spheres of interests, in which each of 
the principals utilized the personnel and backed the 
demands of one or another of the local interests. But 
the principals themselves did not engage in hostilities, 
nor were they expected to do so in the near future. 


THE ONLY ground for imagining that this situation 
will now radically change is the belief that the power 
of the Western bloc has weakened so much in the 
Mediterranean (or, in the course of time, is likely to 
become so over-poweringly strong), that Russia will 
now become much more actively and directly agres- 
sive, provoking war. But this assumption is hardly 
warranted. Britain’s notification to the United States 
that in April it would have to cut its commitments to 
Greece and Turkey did not mean a complete with- 
drawal. British troops are still in Greece, and the 
whole British military position in the Middle East— 
Cyprus, Palestine-Transjordan, Iraq—is being firmly 
held. If some American troops are later brought in 
as substitutes, we may be sure that neither Britain 
nor the United States will permit a relative weaken- 
ing of the over-all Western bloc positions; and we 
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may also be sure that the Soviet Union is fully aware 
of this. On the other hand there is now even less 
ground than there ever was for the USSR to fear 
offensive action from the West, for an attack on the 
Black Sea area mounted from the United States is 
a logistic absurdity, even if one could imagine the 
American people’s being brought quickly into a 
mood where they would support such a questionable 
venture. 


But even though it can hardly mean any im- 
mediate prospect of global war, the “Truman Doc- 
trine” raises other serious questions of international 
policy. There is first of all this question, essentially 
the same as was always involved in the United States’ 
participation in the Palestine problem: Now that 
the United States is being called into the game as a 
substitute, are we simply going to carry on accord- 
ing to the losing strategy which the British Labor 
government inherited from the Tories, or will we 
come in with new policies? Noone, for example, 
expects the United States to turn Turkey democratic 
overnight, in view of the strong hold the present 
regime has over people and country. But in the case 
of Greece, where the present government and regime 
were “accepted” by the people only under the com- 
pulsion of highly dubious circumstances and un- 
palatable alternatives—are we going to prop up this 
feeble imposture with our bayonets, or will we work 
for a new political set-up that could command 
sufficient moral authority to be able to act effectively? 
Or, in the case of Turkey and Iraq, are we going to 
ape the British in lending arms and military advice 
in campaigns against the Kurds and other minorities 
—or are we going to counsel a different line of policy, 
which might take out of the hands of international 
plotters the weapon of the just complaints of these 
people? 

It goes without saying that the American answer 
to these questions may greatly influence (and perhaps 
be influenced by) our stand in the future on the 
related question of Palestine and the Jews. 


THE PROBLEMS OF PEACE 


a MOSCOW CONFERENCE of the Big Four 
has not, at this writing, adopted any decisions on 
the Austrian and German peace treaties, but it has 
already underlined certain concrete problems which 
formal peace may bring to the Jews in Europe. 

There seem to be good chances of a speedy agree- 
ment on a peace treaty with Austria. This fact raises, 
in an acute form, the problem of hundreds of thou- 
sands of displaced persons whom the Austrians do 
not want, and particularly of Jewish displaced per- 
sons. With every day we receive mounting evidence 
that anti-Semitism is far from dead in the former 
Ostmark, and indeed, in the former Third Reich gen- 
erally. Relations between the Austrian population 
and the Jewish DP’s are becoming increasingly acute 
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—and belligerent; and Austrian officials did not re- 
frain from adding fuel to the flames recently when 
one of them significantly demanded that Jews behave 
more meekly in the future. This warning applied 
not only to DP’s who think, for example, that they 
are entitled to ride on Austrian buses, but to native 
Jewish survivors pressing their claims for the resti- 
tution of property, or for the right to shelter. In 
the whole matter of restitution, it may very well fare 
ill with the Jews in independent Austria, even if 
Russia should agree to back down somewhat on its 
own claims to former Jewish property “Aryanized” 
by the Nazis. It is not surprising, therefore, that al! 
American Jewish organizations, without exception, 
who have taken an interest in the problem, have 
united in demanding the removal of the Jewish DP’s 
before the peace treaty with Austria goes into effect. 


Upon the conclusion of peace with Austria will 
follow the withdrawal of the last Soviet troops from 
Hungary and Rumania. The Jews in those countries 
will then be face to face with the question, how far 
the protective clauses in the peace treaties and the 
government pledges of fair treatment and restitution, 
obtaining in the period of Allied occupation, will 
actually be honored in the subsequent performance. 
The recurrent difficulties which have already arisen 
in those countries since the war, and the experiences 
of Jews in independent Poland and even in Czecho- 
slovakia, should teach us to watch more carefully than 
ever, in the period after the last Allied soldiers leave, 
the fate of these major surviving Jewish communities. 


The German treaty will probably not be written 
during this session of the Council of Foreign Minis- 
ters, but there is one phase of the proposals already 
made which will arouse considerable anxiety. This is 
Gen. Marshall’s suggestion that agricultural Lower 
Silesia should be given back to Germany. Whatever 
may be the inherent merit of this suggestion, if 
adopted it would certainly mean a new period of 
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dire uncertainty, and might even mean the sudden 
collapse of the hopeful venture of Jewish resettle- 
ment in that area. 

Thus, the very stabilization of the new Europe 
will mean for the Jews new problems and anxieties, 
in addition to those which they already face. 


HAPOEL 


| geen TIME TO TIME, we have the pleasure of 
welcoming various representatives of the Yishuv 
and of the Histadrut: leaders of youth groups; experts 
in labor colonization, both agricultural and indus- 
trial; political leaders and trade union leaders; ar- 
tists and writers. We are certain that no previous 
delegation has received a warmer and more universal 
welcome than will greet the Hapoel Soccer Team, 
which will play a series of games in this country, 
beginning in May. Certainly no other Histadrut rep- 
resentatives will have had the opportunity to encoun- 
ter as broad and as responsive a popular audience, 
as will the Hapoel team. 

Athletics, generally, is one of those spheres of 
social contact between masses of people which usu- 
ally wipe out distinctions and barriers of creed and 
race and ethnic difference. In its best manifestations, 
when the center of attention is held by individual 
worth and quality and when the rule of sportsman- 
ship prevails, a tournament of games can be a 
cleansing experience for masses of people; and it is 
a part of this side of sports that particular value is 
seen in amateur performances. There can hardly be 
any more worthy amateurs than the Hapoel team. 
All of them are members of the Histadrut, workers 
in factories and farm settlements. They are supremely 
qualified to present to the American public, Jewish 
Palestine, its pioneers and workers, from a side which 
very clearly expresses the intrinsic healthiness and 
vitality which are the basic goals we seek in Palestine. 


Sabbath in Tel Aviv 


by Chaim Weiner 


—— IS A SPECIAL quality about a Sabbath- 
day in Tel Aviv. Here, in the all-Jewish metrop- 
olis, the day of rest is observed in a distinctive at- 
mosphere of its own, with the traditional and mod- 
ern elements intertwined in a blend of unique 
charm. Superficially it would seem as if this was a 
reproduction of the Sabbath day in an Eastern-Euro- 
pean city, with its familiar stress on holiness and 
traditional observance. Yet it is unmistakable that 
there is something new here besides—a touch of 
youthfulness and festivity which was missing in the 
Old World. Perhaps it is the Palestinian climate 
and the bright Mediterranean skies which serve to 
dispel the atmosphere of gloom that used to pervade 


the old Jewish town even on a holiday. Or perhaps 
it is the population of the new community, young 
in years and spirit, which is responsible for the joy- 
ous character of the Sabbath and the holidays. What- 
ever be the cause, there is something quite-different, 
something imposing about the Sabbath in Tel Aviv. 

On Friday afternoon Tel Aviv already begins 
to assume a new character. People scurry about 
everywhere. Men and women are on their way home 
from factories and offices, laden with all sorts of 
last-minute purchases for the Sabbath. Among the 
bundles, there is a strikingly large quota of flowers. 
Practically everyone is laden with a bouquet: young 
and old, orthodox and free-thinker, rich and poor— 
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each is bringing flowers home for the Sabbath, each 
according to his taste and pocketbook. Everyone, 
with hardly an exception, observes the new Sabbath 
mitzvah, which Jewish Palestine has accepted of its 
own free will—the mitzvah of flowers on the Sab- 
bath table. Who says that a custom must take gen- 
erations before it is universally accepted? Here is 
an example of the very opposite. The Yishuv is still 
very young, nevertheless the custom of flowers for 
the Sabbath has been accepted as if it were an an- 
cient tradition, so much so that assimilated Jews 
or Gentiles who come to Tel Aviv are led to think 
that flowers are as much a part of the ancient Jew- 
ish ritual as Friday night candles. 


Toward evening Tel Aviv's streets fill with 
throngs of well-dressed men, women and children 
heading in different directions—some to the syna- 
gogues (“free-thinking” Tel Aviv now has about 
one hundred synagogues, small and large), others 
to the various cafés. Late Friday afternoon, during 
the few free hours between the end of work and the 
Sabbath meal, all of Tel Aviv meets in the cafés. 
This, too, has become an almost universal custom. 
Each circle of friends has its own favorite café, 
where people meet for a friendly chat and perhaps 
to plan how the Sabbath day is to be spent together. 
The cafés are overcrowded at this hour, and the late- 
comers often must be satisfied with standing room. 
Here and there a store is late in closing, elsewhere 
a burgher can be seen hurrying home to receive 
the Queen Sabbath after a prolonged stay at the rit- 
ual bath or at the seashore, where he was freshen- 
ing himself in honor of the festive day. Suddenly 
the sound of the trumpet is heard—another of Tel 
Aviv’s Sabbath eve traditions. Every Friday after- 
noon the trumpet is blown through the city’s streets 
to inform the inhabitants that the Sabbath has be- 
gun, that all business and city bus traffic is to 
cease. Sabbath the Queen comes into its own with 
all its majestic splendor. 


Ir Is interesting to see what practical solutions life 
has found to many seemingly complicated problems 
of Sabbath observance. Years ago, Jews in the small 
towns of Eastern Europe would spend long winter 
evenings around the hot stove in the back of the 
synagogue debating how things would be organized 
in the future Jewish state: What will happen on 
Saturday to the railroads, the postal services, the 
street cars, the pharmacies? Tel Aviv today is like 
a small Jewish state unto itself—and so are the 
other all-Jewish cities, such as Petakh Tikvah, Rek- 
hovot, Nataniah, etc.—and, without waiting for any 
final solutions or for any regulations laid down by 
an authorized rabbinate, it has worked out, in a 
pragmatic manner, its own laws and customs. All 
stores and businesses are closed on Saturdays, but 
cafés and restaurants remain open—with some mi- 
nor changes in their business hours—to accommo- 
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date the tens of thousands of bachelors and spin- 
sters in the city who have no other place to eat. 
The only exception is made on the eve of Tisha 
B’av, the national day of mourning, and on Yom 
Kippur. The post office is closed on the Sabbath, 
but the telegraph office is open, and emergency tele- 
gtams are received and transmitted. Pharmacies are 
closed, except for one in each district which takes 
its turn of remaining open to take care of all emer- 
gencies. The buses—leased by the municipality to 
the drivers’ cooperative “Hama’avir’ for operation— 
are not running, because they are municipally owned, 
but taxis are available in designated spots in the city 
for emergency transportation. All stores are closed, 
but near the seashore, where large crowds come out 
to spend the day in leisurely enjoyment, it is not 
uncommon to see a vendor selling ice cream, cig- 
arettes, or balloon toys for the children, and no 
one’s ire is particularly aroused by this open breach 
of the Sabbath rest. It goes without saying that 
the public utilities such as the water and electrical 
installations, are operated on the Sabbath the same 
as on other days. In this manner, a workable com- 
promise has evolved which has permitted all parts 
of the Jewish population, with their varying atti- 
tude toward traditional observance, to live in their 
own chosen manner. 


There are of course strictly orthodox settlements 
and quarters in the larger cities where the Sab- 
bath laws are observed much more strictly. Thus, 
for example, the Khassidic colony of Bnei Brak 
and the old Jerusalem quarter of Sha’arei Khessed 
become hermetically sealed against all traffic on the 
eve of the Sabbath. But the overwhelming majority 
of the Yishuv has adopted a more liberal attitude. 
It happens from time to time that groups of zeal- 
ously orthodox Jews undertake a campaign to en- 
force stricter observance of the rabbinic laws—at- 
tempting, for example, to prevent smoking in the 
streets on the Sabbath—but these efforts are seldom 
successful and are generally of short duration. Once 
—so the story goes—orthodox Jews came upon a 
young man who was smoking a cigarette in the 
street on the Sabbath and they promptly proceeded 
to castigate him for his sinful behavior. But the 
young man—a student from England who had 
come.to Jerusalem to complete his studies in Jewish 
theology at the Hebrew University—turned around 
and replied in good Palestinian Hebrew: “Slikhah, 
rabotat, ani goy.” (Pardon me, gentlemen, I am a 
Gentile. ) 


ON FRIDAY evening, after the Sabbath meal, the 
Streets again become filled with people. Of these, 
many are on their way to various lectures, meetings, 
and cultural and educational functions which are 
generally scheduled for that evening. Theaters and 
movie houses are closed on Friday nights, and for 
this reason the evening is a favorite one with all 
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societies and political parties. Among the more pop- 
ular regular functions are the Journalists’ News- 
paper, a presentation staged by the Hebrew Journal- 
ists’ Guild, and the Living Newspaper, sponsored by 
MAPAI, the Palestine Labor Party. Tickets for these 
and similar functions are bought in advance of the 
Sabbath—"“Box Office Closed on Friday Night” is 
the familiar phrase on all posters advertising these 
events—and in this way the sensibilities of the 
orthodox ate not unduly offended. 


Through the open windows of Tel Aviv homes 
one can see the light of the Friday night candles 
and hear the sound of Sabbath songs—or of the 
Palestinian radio with its special Sabbath program. 
Now you hear the pleasing voice of young Bar- 
tonov, the son of the famous Habimah actor, as 
he recites the daily portion of the Bible; and now 
Ephraim Goldstein reads the weekly portion with 
his impeccable Hebrew pronunciation. Now some- 
one sings a cantorial bit or a new Palestinian song, 
followed by a humorous reading or a brief talk 
on a subject of general interest. The Sabbath radio 
program is universally popular, though there was 
once a considerable amount of controversy around 
it. The representatives of the orthodoxy protested 
against the public desecration of the Sabbath on 
the part of the participants in the broadcasts, until 
here too a compromise was found: all Sabbath 
broadcasts are recorded in advance. 

On Saturday morning the streets are once again 
filled with multitudes—some on their way to the 
synagogues, others to the popular assembly places, 
such as the Bet Am, where large mass meetings are 
held. Large numbers proceed to the sea where they 
spend hours bathing and whiling their free time 
away. Later in the day various sporting competitions 
are staged. In normal times the local sport clubs— 
Maccabi, Hapoel, Betar — enter into competition 
with visiting British army and police teams, to the 
delight of thousands of spectators— though sport 
events on Saturday, too, have for years been the 
subject of controversy with the extreme orthodox 
wing of the Jewish community. 

On Saturday afternoon, at about four o'clock, 
the original Oneg Shabbat takes place in the big 
hall of Ohel Shem (The Tent of Shem—a building 
erected at the request of the late Hayim Nakhman 
Bialik by the American philanthropist Bloom, the 
founder of an artificial tooth factory in Palestine). 
The institution of Oneg Shabbat, established by 
Bialik, has by now gained fame throughout. the 
Jewish world. This is an attempt to cast the tradi- 
tional Jewish Saturday afternoon in a modern mold. 
In former days it was customary to spend Saturday 
afternoon in the synagogue studying the Mishnah, re- 
citing the Psalms, or listening to the oratory of the 
maggid. Now the traditional studies are replaced by 
modern ones, but the spirit of devoting the Sabbath 
not merely to rest and relaxation but to spiritual 
enjoyment and study remains. A variety of courses 
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on Jewish subjects is offered at the Ohel Shem 
throughout the day, but most important of all 
is the Oneg Shabbat itself. Its program consists of 
a lecture of outstanding merit on a cultural or social 
topic, followed by a performance of traditional and 
modern songs by the excellent children’s choir, led 
by the well-known composer and choir-leader Rat- 
vich. Then, as darkness sets in and ushers out the 
Sabbath, the electric lights go on suddenly and the 
havdalah chant is recited from the stage. The Oneg 
Shabbat, which originated here, is no longer re- 
stricted to the Ohel Shem. A similar program is 
carried out in other parts of the city, elsewhere in 
Palestine and, in fact, in numerous communities 
throughout the Jewish world. Here is another of 
the newly created tradition. 


TOWARD evening, the traffic in the streets begins 
to flow in the direction of the beach. The crowds 
stroll slowly and with an air of freedom and inner 
security toward the sea to watch the sun set 
and to get some relief from the heat in the fresh 
evening breeze. The spectator cannot help but view 
the scene with confidence and pride. Sabbath day 
in the Jewish city—beset though it is with a mul- 
titude of political, cultural and economic problems— 
is a portent of what Jewish life may be like in 
the Jewish State to be. Sabbath in Tel Aviv is 
a demonstration of the Jewish will to freedom and 
the ability of the Jewish community to order its 
leisure and relaxation as well as its economic activity. 
It is, too, a demonstration of Jewish strength. 
Where did Tel Aviv get such a rich crop of peram- 
bulators? Watching the crowds in the streets, a 
well-known American Zionist said of Tel Aviv re- 
cently: “Who would believe that Tel Aviv has 
less than 200,000 inhabitants? Judging by the traf- 
fic, I would say it had at least a million.” 


With the appearance of the first stars, long lines 
begin to form in front of the bus stops, as people 
tide back home after their long Sabbath walks 
which often take them to distant parts of the city. 
Even longer lines form in front of the theaters and 
movie houses. Saturday night is the big entertain- 
ment night in Tel Aviv. The following day, Sunday, 
is an ordinary work day. Hermann Struck, the Ger- 
man Zionist and well-known painter, once said: “In 
Palestine I lost my Sunday-feeling.” In the Diaspora, 
even strictly orthodox Jews, who were careful about 
the observance of the Sabbath, had a peculiar feeling 
when it came to Sunday. Though not a Jewish holi- 
day, it was nevertheless a day of rest. But in Pales- 
tine everything is reversed: even the free-thinking 
Jew has a “Sabbath feeling,” and no trace of the 
old “Sunday feeling” is left. 


NOTICE TO READERS 


(A reprint of the article “Haganah and the Terrorists” in last 
month’s issue is available at 15 cents, or $10 per hundred copies.) 
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The Attack on Collective Bargaining 


by Julien 


O HEATED and vocal have become the relations 

between government, industry, and labor in re- 
cent years, that one remembers with a start just 
how recent is the evolution of an explicit labor 
policy on the part of the national government. 
Harold W. Metz, in his Labor Policy of the Federal 
Government, reminds us that it was only in 1884, 
after more than a dozen years of insistence by labor 
organizations, that Congress created a Bureau of 
Labor in the Department of the Interior; and, be- 
cause it was feared that this might be resented as 
excessive government intervention, the Bureau’s ac- 
tivities were specifically restricted to the gathering 
of information. Not until 1913, only thirty-four 
years ago, was a separate Department of Labor es- 
tablished with Cabinet rank. The Lafollette Com- 
mittee hearings, in which were revealed the garish, 
hair-raising methods of industrial espionage, black- 
lists, and like activities, as industry's answer to 
attempts at union organization, may seem like rec- 
ords of a remote past, but they are, after all, ex- 
tremely recent. That we forget all this, is a tacit 
tribute to the effect of the Wagner Act. 

It is well today, when the Wagner Act itself 
seems to be part of an era irrevocably ended, to 
recall the social climate of the time of its passage. 
After 1929’s Black October, the catastrophic De- 
pression of the mid-thirties was on in full force. 
Industrial production declined, and the long lines 
of the jobless grew longer. The hordes of the 
unemployed provided an employer’s market, with 
all of the abuses inherent in a situation of that 
sort. Those who were fortunate enough to retain 
their iobs found their incomes slashed, in line with 
genera] retrenchment policies. Working conditions 
frequently became intolerable. The dietary stand- 
ards of large masses of people were sub-standard. 
Medical needs remained in large part unfulfilled. 
The mass frustrations implied in these deprivations, 
produced their resultant aggression patterns. An 
amorphous, as vet uncanalized, ferment and general 
discontent had begun to crvstallize. 

The enactment of the Wagner Act provided part 
of the politically-successful answer. 


So completely without legislative precedents was the 
Wagner Act, that we need concern ourselves here 
with only two Congressional forerunners. One is the 
classic Norris-LaGuardia (anti-injunction) Act of 
1932, which was designed to exempt labor from the 
misapplications of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 
1890. The Supreme Court had held that this Act 
applied to strikes and boycotts; which it construed 
as “restraints” on interstate commerce. The other 
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relevant preceding act was the ill-fated National 
Industrial Recovery Act of 1833, especially famed 
Section 7a, which assured labor of the right to 
bargain collectively through its own chosen repre- 
sentatives. 

The major premise of the Wagner National Labor 
Relations Act (NLRA) of 1935, stemming from 
two main preceding acts, was the well-established 
principle that the individual worker is powerless to 
bargain adequately by himself with his employer. 
This was affirmed by Chief Justice Holmes when the 
constitutionality of the Act was sustained by the 
Supreme Court. Said Holmes: “Long ago we stated 
the reason for labor organizations; we said that they 
were organized out of the necessities of the situation; 
that a single employee was helpless in dealing with 
an employer. . . . The union was essential to give 
laborers opportunity to deal on an equality with 
their employer.” 

The Act, then, in this light, declared that “em- 
ployees shall have the right to self-organization, to 
form, join, or assist labor organizations, to bargain 
collectively through representatives of their own 
choosing, and to engage in concerted activities, for 
the purpose of collective bargaining, or other mutual 
aid or protection.” Implementing this declaration 
were clauses covering the prevention of unfair labor 
practices by employers; selection of representatives 
for collective bargaining; and specific preservation 
of the right to strike. Employers were enjoined from 
“discharging or otherwise discriminating against an 
employee because he has given testimony under this 
Act.” 


WuatT has the Act accomplished? The organized 
labor movement in the United States ten years after 
passage grew to a membership of some 12-13 mil- 
lions. Both the CIO and AFL boasted membership 
totals greater than the entire combined union move- 
ment prior to 1935. At the end of the decade, ac- 
cording to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, nearly 
two-thirds of all workers in factory production, and 
one-third of all workers in non-manufacturing in- 
dustries, were covered by collective bargaining agree- 
ments. 

In addition, the provisions of the Wagner Act have 
been the basis for the evolution of an entire legal 
superstructure which now provides a workable basis 
for labor-management negotiations. Among the con- 
tributions of the Act, is the fact that more than 2,000 
company unions have been disestablished. Employers, 
in instance after instance, have been effectively pre- 
vented from influencing NLRB elections to deter- 
mine collective bargaining representatives. Utilizing 
the mandate against employer interference, the 
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NLRB has reduced the former network of industrial 
espionage to a negligible minimum. In those cases 
where management has decreed a check-off and a 
closed shop for a company-instituted and dominated 
union, the NLRB has levied heavy penalties and has 
ordered the return of dues checked-off to employees. 
In the decade after passage, administrators of the 
Act were instrumental in returning to work some 
300,000 persons who were discharged in violation 
of the Act. 

The NLRB has itself declared: “The ban on dis- 
crimination, coupled with the law’s definition of 
employee (which includes as employees workers 
currently on strike) has unquestionably increased the 
effectiveness of strikes—and in some instances their 
costs to the employer. Some of NLRB’s largest re- 
instatement and back-pay orders have been the after- 
math of strikes, and the policy laid down by NLRB 
and the courts on strikes have been especially sig- 
nificant. As the Wagner Act has been interpreted, 
employees who strike for any reason are protected 
from discrimination for their lawful activities in 
connection with the strike.” 


IT 1s obvious that any discussion whether or not 
the Act, passed in large part to foster the right of 
labor to organize, has succeeded, depends in no small 
degree on the point of view of the questioner. Ob- 
jection to the palpable success of the Wagner Act, 
as indicated by the growth in numerical strength and 
status of trade unions, represents actually disagree- 
ment with the purposes and objectives of the Act 
rather than with its effectiveness. For example, a 
primary purpose of the NLRA was to minimize or- 
ganizational strikes. This it has accomplished by 
providing peaceable machinery for union recognition. 
In the face of this fact, to charge, as opponents of 
the Act have, that in a nefarious kind of way the 
Act sponsored trade union growth, is to reveal the 
real nature of such opposition: it is based on the old 
antagonism to the very existence of unions. 

Nor is it legitimate to ask of the Act, in a regu- 
latory capacity, to cure the basic economic instabilities 
of our time. Union demands, which may result in 
strikes, are based on many factors: rising prices, fear 
of depression, the threat of technological unemploy- 
ment, etc.,—and the path to more stable relations 
lies in a fundamental solution of these primary and 
underlying problems, not in the currently popular 
quest merely for more efficient regulatory machinery, 
or for “limitations” on union strength. 

The current fad of compulsory legislative faith- 
healing, has perhaps been most clearly revealed in 
the controversy revolving about the hottest labor 
potato of all: the closed shop. This form of union 
arrangement has become the key demonic culprit 
in the voluble attempts at would-be legislative ex- 
orcism, an altogether poor substitute for accurate 
description of the dynamics of industry-labor turmoil. 
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To probe the issues involved, it is fair to ask what 
are union justifications of the closed shop, an ar- 
rangement in which only union members can be 
employed, and in which members must continue 
to be members in good standing throughout their 
term of employment. 

The reasons why labor finds such an arrangement 
desirable are various. Plainly, and most important, 
it ensures a solid labor front in negotiations with 
the employer, and concomitantly offers the protection 
of the union structure to the otherwise helpless in- 
dividual worker. In times of an open clash, during 
a strike, for example, or when suffering from specific 
grievances, employees are apt to see the value of the 
union. But the union is able to support the demands 
of its members at such times precisely because of its 
preparations, financial and otherwise, during the less 
urgent, more pedestrian, low-tension periods. Unions, 
by the nature of their roles, must not merely be last- 
minute creations, spontaneous growths under im- 
mediate threat, but permanent, guarding, planning 
Organizations. For these purposes, it is necessary 
to distribute the “cost”, including energy, time, and 
risk as well as dues expenditure, equally on all who 
are potentially benefitted. 

It is unfortunate that many liberals who are aware 
of divers abuses in some trade unions should allow 
themselves to be inoculated with the fallacy that 
the closed shop is the culprit. What really should 
be the target of attack, in many cases, is what has 
come to be called “the closed union,” not the closed 
shop. This is the kind of union which prevents quali- 
fied applicants from joining, by use of prohibitive 
initiation fees and other means. Another significant 
problem is the existence, in a number of unions, 
of self-perpetuating bureacuracies whose concern for 
rank-and-file expression is nil. These problems are 
of vital importance, to be sure; but in the proposed 
changes, based on industry’s grievances, they are not 
among the central points in the anti-labor legislation 
currently proposed. The contemplated general ban 
against the closed shop indicates that the present 
legislative ground-swell is a get-labor drive, and 
that expressions of indignation and lament, as ex- 
pressed by industry, over rank-and-file labor hurts, 
are mere window-dressing, for the proposals are 
not corrective of these conditions but destructive of 
the gains achieved thus far. 

Nor will a ban on the closed shop, if it materializes, 
be of great importance in minimizing strikes. An 
analysis of relevant data covering the recent strike 
picture shows conclusively that the closed shop was 
not the central causative factor. Indeed, a legislative 
ban on the closed shop would be certain, because 
of resultant union insecurity, and subsequent conflicts, 
to make additional industrial-labor difficulties inevita- 
ble. Testifying recently on S.105 designed to ban the 
closed shop, et al, Secretary of Labor Schwellenbach 
said: “As of last April, 77 percent of the workers 
in this country who belong to organized labor and 
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worked under union contract, worked under con- 

tracts which contained one of the provisions which 

would be outlawed by this bill. . . . Any practical 

consideration of the bill must result in the conclusion 
that for several months after the enactment of the 

ao we would have industrial chaos in the United 
tates.” 


IN THE current Congressional phantasmagoria, an- 
other contemplated legislative victim, as evidenced 
by the Ball bill, is the spectre of industry-wide bar- 
gaining. Ball’s solution (S$.133) would be to delimit 
the jurisdictional area of industry-union negotiation 
in terms of miles, one hundred mile areas, to be 
exact. This extraordinary panacea is doubly startling 
in view of the fact that industry has not yet had time, 
by and large, to catch the disease complained of. 
As Florence Peterson, Director of the Industrial Re- 
lations Division, Bureau of Labor Statistics, has ac- 
curately stated in this regard: “There are only a few 
instances of industry-wide collective bargaining in 
this country. A necessary corollary to such bargaining 
is a wide degree of organization among both em- 
ployers and employees throughout the industry. Until 
recently few industries were widely unionized, and 
in only a few industries were most or all the em- 
ployers members of employer’s associations.” (Amer- 
ican Labor Unions, Harper and Bros., 1945.) 

It is this fact, little known to the public, that 
makes understandable Walter Reuther’s remark in 
a recent debate on the subject. “If the question,” he 
said, “were ‘Should Industry-wide Bargaining Be 
Abolished in the Automobile Industry?’ my answer 
would be simple indeed. I would have to reply: 
‘What industry-wide bargaining?’ There isn’t any 
in the automobile industry, yet auto company exec- 
utives and spokesmen for the industry’s various asso- 
Cciations are among the loudest opponents of such 
an arrangement.” He went on to say that the employ- 
.ers who are most vigorously opposed are those who 
have had no experience with industry-wide bargain- 
ing. On the other hand, employers who have direct 
experience seem as satisfied as the unions. “Even in 
the coal mining industry,” he asserted, “while many 
operators might like to get rid of the union altogether, 
they seem to prefer to deal on an industry-wide 
basis if they have to bargain at all.” 

It is plain then that the opposition to industry- 
wide bargaining is more in the nature of preventive 
rather than therapeutic industrial medicine. 

Why are many union spokesmen so determined 
in their support of such overall bargaining? The 
central tenet of the union position revolves about the 
idea denoted by the phrase: “Equal rates for equal 
work.” 

Equality throughout an industry is favored also 
with respect to other provisions in the union con- 
tract: night differentials, vacation pay, etc. The major 
objective is to eliminate labor conditions as a factor 
in industrial competition. As national CIO has stated 
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strongly: “Never before has any responsible group 
dared to advance the outrageous theory now offered 
by the NAM that we must require competition in 
wage cutting. . .. Our economic system rests on the 
assumption that we will advance production and 
secure lower prices through the operation of our 
competitive system. But we have never insisted that 
employers engage in competition to see who could 
establish the worst conditions for his employees.” 
(CIO News, January 13, 1947). And as Walter 
Reuther has stated even more bluntly: “We can see 
no moral or economic justification for any company’s 
having a competitive advantage over its business 
rivals on the basis of lower wages or inferior work- 
ing conditions. Honest and healthy business compe- 
tition should be based on the manufacture of a better 
product at lower prices through wiser management, 
more expert engineering, better techniques of pro- 
duction—even better sales promotion. It requires 
no great business genius to cut costs by arbitrarily 
paying low wages. That requires merely a genius for 
chiseling.” 

Another important reason for industry-wide bar- 
gaining, unionists believe, is the increased stability 
it is capable of introducing into labor-industry rela- 
tions as an effective alternative to the practice of 
conducting endless individual negotiations in. plants 
and corporations throughout an industry. 


INDUSTRY’S answer to date is based on expressions 
of concern for the plight of the lone employee and 
his problems in a world of industry-wide bargaining, 
and on the fear of union monopoly. A word about 
the latter argument: This represents what is perhaps 
the most skillful instance of projective manipula- 
tion in recent economic history, in a period when 
there is a plethora of documentary and statistical data 
in support of Assistant Attorney General Wendell 
Berge’s charge that “the (business) monopoly prob- 
lem is today more serious than at any time since the 
passage of the Sherman Act .. . the real source of 
the threat to free enterprise . . . lies in monopolistic 
control over our great industries.” On the heels of the 
startling revelations of the TNEC, and more recently 
the Murray Senate Committee on Small Business, 
plus other like disclosures, industry has chosen this 
time to express publicly fears of monopolistic con- 
trol by unions! 

The argument that those spokesmen of industry 
who oppose industry-wide bargaining put forth is 
concern for the plight of the individual worker. For 
example, Walter B. Weisenburger, Executive Vice 
President, NAM, recently took up the cudgels for 
“John Brown when it comes to industry-wide bar- 
gaining?” (An interesting Freudian choice of a 
name for a typical worker, by the way). The bar- 
gaining is carried on by people whom John Brown 
doesn’t know and may never have heard of. They’re 
discussing industry-wide problems. . . . They never 


heard of John Brown and don’t know what his prob- 
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lems are. They get involved in such things as regional 
differentials, uniform standards, long-range trends in 
the industry. That doesn’t help John Brown.” 


The last part of this statement reveals clearly the 
erroneous conception of employee interests that Mr. 
Weisenburger professes to hold. It is the old attempt 
to formulate an opposition between the interests of 
the employee and those of the union. In less sophis- 
ticated terms, the idyllic picture is of Joe Worker 
talking things over with his employer. In this set- 
ting, the union is portrayed as a foreign, extraneous 
agency. In the present context, it pretends, in its 
neglect of the actual power relationships, not to see 
the benefit to be gained by the employee as the 
result of a united front, in collective as opposed to 
individual bargaining. It goes so far as to ask the 
employee, rightly concerned about a future depres- 
sion, what he hopes to gain by union-industry study 
of “long-range trends.” It asks the worker receiving 
unequal wages for equivalent work, what he hopes 
to gain by “uniform standards.” 


BECAUSE of the various stands indicated, it is inter- 
esting to note the thoughtful, studied recommenda- 
tions made by the Labor Committee of the Twentieth 
Century Fund on the question. (Verbatim reports 
contained in Trends in Collective Bargaining, by 
S. T. Williamson and Herbert Harris.) “The Com- 
mittee recommends that management and unions 
together explore the advantages arising from a wider 
application of market-wise collective bargaining.” 
The report then cautiously and correctly states that 
unless this system fosters lower unit costs and passes 
savings on to consumers, it could degenerate into 
a vicious kind of protective tariff “safeguarding 
undue profits and wages at the expense of the rest 
of the community.” However, the report adds, the 
industry-wide approach has already “accomplished 
a great deal to bring stability to coal mining, the 
needle trades, to shipbuilding and other industries.” 
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Specifically, the Committee reports, the system, a) 
provides management with predictables in labor 
costs; b) protects workers against capricious wage 
slashing; c) has often introduced labor-saving de- 
vices in a “sane ‘staggered’ manner to cushion, or en- 
tirely offset, injurious social consequences of mass 
layoffs, and discharges”; d) makes for increased 
industrial stability. 

Proof that unionists are not unaware of the pos- 
sibly injurious elements in this system of bargaining 
is furnished by AFL Robert J. Watt's footnote on 
the above recommendation of the Committee. “Un- 
less,” he notes, “market-wide collective bargaining 
is completely democratic in character, it is likely to 
weaken rather than strengthen the democratic basis 
of trade unions. The further removed from the 
individual member is the control of the wage for 
his services or even of the choice for his negotiating 
agent, the greater the likelihood of ‘top controls’ 
of labor unions.” 

This view, too, indicates a conclusion that is evi- 
dent but largely ignored. And that is, in the long run, 
industry turmoil, strikes, lockouts, breakdown of 
negotiations, are most clearly symptoms of deeper, 
more basic instabilities in the economic, political, 
and social body of the nation. Pointedly, they reflect 
inequities in current distribution and accumulation 
systems, organic defects springing from unequal 
power relationships, unhealthy internal influences 
in industry, labor, and government. Any solutions 
which are devoted merely to “better” regulatory ma- 
chinery, as if difficulties were solely due to a perpetual 
failure “of the minds to meet,” are doomed to failure. 

And any legislation, such as is true of the pro- 
posals discussed above, and of the multiplicity of 
others that space does not permit discussing indi- 
vidually, that attempts to ignore the established ex- 
istence and expanding function of labor as a partner 
in the economic community, can be productive only 
of additional industrial difficulties, and of possibly 
bringing to the fore, in the event of another severe 
depression, a potential for American totalitarianism. 


The Right to Kill 


by Hayim Greenberg 


Then said Saud unto his armourbearer: 
“Draw thy sword, and thrust me through 
therewith, lest these uncircumcised came 
and thrust me through, and abuse me.” 
But his armourbearer would not, for he 
was sore afraid. 

First Book of Samuel 


N OLD SYRIAN STORY relates: man and 
woman (or Adam and his necessarily loyal 
companion Eve) were created in the fourth heaven, 
and there they were to live forever. But once, they 
could not resist temptation and ate some cake, though 


ambrosia was their prescribed diet. The food dis- 
agreed with their celestial organisms—ambrosia, as 
everyone should know, is discarded through the pores 
of one’s body, a few hours after being eaten, in an 
almost imperceptible manner—and they asked an 
angel to direct them to the latrine. The angel pointed 
to earth and said: “See that very small planet, about 
sixty million miles away? That is the latrine of the 
universe. Hasten thither.” The two descended to earth 
and remained there forever. Since that time they eat 
no more ambrosia, they suffer from stomach and 
other ailments, some of which were accursed to re- 
main incurable. 
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The Syrian story is somewhat vulgar. The peoples 
of India explain the existence of incurable diseases 
in a more elegant and artistic manner and, despite 
their innate earnestness, also more humorously. Ac- 
cording to their story God gave to-man, immediately 
after his creation, a panacea for all diseases, a uni- 
versal charm which assured eternal health. But man 
was too lazy to carry the charm with himself con- 
stantly, and he placed it on the back of the donkey 
he was riding. The donkey became thirsty, and a 
snake, the most subtle of the beasts of the field, 
pointed out a well. As the donkey bent down its 
head to drink, the snake stole the charm. 

Both these samples of Oriental folklore—one 
crude and the other more delicate—have the same 
motif: sickness as a perennial degradation of life. 
There is no escape from disease. 


Is there really no escape? 


Most sufferers tormented by ailment bear their 
allotted measure of pain and do not voluntarily re- 
nounce life. Even when they know that their disease 
is absolutely incurable and that their pain will daily 
become more unbearable, they grasp at every shadow 
of futile hope—mental healers, “saints,” miracle 
workers, talismans. They await a capitulation of 
nature to super-nature or learn to derive masochistic 
satisfaction and even rapture from despair itself. But 
in exceptional cases—heroic or cowardly?—they fol- 
low the advice of Ivan Karamazoff and turn back to 
God their admission card to the sad spectacle called 
life. They often do so soberly, calmly and with inner 
sureness, like Bacon Morris, the old English officer 
of whom Voltaire related the following: 


“He suffered from a painful, and what appeared 
to be an incurable, malady. Once he came to me 
carrying a pocket book and two documents. One of 
these, he said, was his will, the other, the text for an 
inscription on his tomb. In the pocket book there was 
enough money to cover the funeral expenses. I have 
decided, he said, to try for another fourteen days 
what medicines and diet can do to make my life 
less unbearable. If these will not help, I am deter- 
mined to commit suicide. You may bury me wherever 
you wish. The inscription on my tomb is short, only 
the two Latin words ascribed to Petronius—Valete, 
curae.” 


The French cynic, who amused three countries 
with his sardonic mirth, then adds: “I preach to no 
one but I consider it entirely correct for a man to 
leave his house when it no longer suits his taste.” 
(This, by the way, is said to be a plagiarism on 
Frederick the Great, who declared somewhat earlier 
that one may not condemn a man who tires of his 
abode and moves to a higher story—a hint of 
Frederick’s belief in a world to come.) 


An avenue of escape in case of unbearable and 
incurable maladies thus does exist, but the number of 
fugitives is relatively small despite what we lately 
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hear from doctors, especially from those who com- 
bine general medicine with psychiatry, about patients 
not endowed with the will-to-health who succumb 
to curable ailments out of a weariness of life and 
an unconscious refusal to be cured. However, suicides 
out of despair or in protest against unbearable suffer- 
ing and prolonged agony still constitute a definite 
psychological type, who may, to be sure, under cer- 
tain circumstances, bring about imitation on the part 
of other, more normal (or abnormal) people. 


SOME of them are suicides only in potentia. There 
are incurables, we are told, who for some reason or 
other are unable to exercise the redeeming act of 
suicide themselves. They claim our love (or com- 
passion) and expect us to perform for them a cou- 
rageous act of mercy. Annihilation is their only hope 
of redemption, and they prayerfully expect us to be- 
come the executors of their suicidal wishes. Why 
don’t we comply with their desire, with their will? 
Is it lack of love — of understanding love? Is it 
cowardice, misdirected morality; or are we condi- 
tioned by anachronistic religious notions and taboos? 
That is how the matter appears to a group of our 
fellow-citizens. You and I, and our neighbor next 
door, are invited by them to join an association of 
mercy killers. So I read in a recent advertisement 
carried by a number of American periodicals: “Do 
you believe our law should permit merciful release 
for incurable sufferers when they plead for it, and 
it is authorized by a law court after medical investi- 
gation? Then join the Euthanasia Society of America.” 


Do I believe it? 

A few years ago a group of “liberal” citizens, 
eager to found a Euthanasia Society, honored me by 
asking me to indorse their undertaking. From their 
letter I gathered that they asked the same question of 
several hundred people and that they would be glad 
to have all of these, clergymen of all denominations, 
psychologists, artists, doctors, lawyers, publicists, an- 
swer in the affirmative, that mercy killing is not a 
crime but a positive and moral act. The men and 
women of that group took more than a theoretical 
interest in this questicn. They would like to see a 
law enacted according to which a council of doctors 
could decide to put an end to a human life, with 
the knowledge and consent of his nearest friends or 
relatives, when the patient is suffering from an ab- 
solutely incurable disease, his pain becomes “unbear- 
able” and must remain so, and he himself declares 
his clear and conscious desire to leave the world of 
the living. Present laws concerning such patients are 
barbaric, in the opinion of that group—and ap- 
parently also, of the newly founded Society. We 
already understand, writes one of its founders, that 
putting to death a person who wishes to live and 
whom nature endows with the resources to live, is 
inhumanly cruel, no matter who that person may be. 
But it is time for us to realize that it is equally bar- 
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barous, under certain circumstances, to force life 
upon a person who no longer has any use for it, who 
is burdened with incurable disease which daily causes 
him great and senseless anguish. The fact that such 
a person does not have the “technical courage” or 
the facilities to commit suicide, is no proof that he 
does not wish to die. Such patients frequently beg 
their doctor, the people around, or even God, in 
spontaneous outbursts of prayer, to take away their 
life and relieve them of suffering. Why should we 
not fulfill their request? Why does our conscience 
remain untroubled when we refuse to help them for 
reasons of our sham-humanitarianism? 

The advocates of euthanasia thus ask a question 

to which they have a ready answer. To them it is 
clear that mercy killing is not only permissible, but 
actually a duty dictated by love for one’s neighbor 
and genuine sympathy. 
A GHASTLY scene emerges from my memory. A 
talented middle-aged Russian woman of my acquain- 
ance who suffered from spells of hysterical elation 
and from subsequent attacks of what she called 
“oceanic depression,” stopped me on Friedrichstrasse 
in Berlin late on a winter evening and begged me 
to obtain for her the necessary dose of morphine 
which she could no longer do without. She assured 
me that she had already wheedled morphine from all 
the pharmacies of Berlin through various stratagems. 
Now none would sell it to her, and the German 
doctors, as is well known, are “formalists,” “legalists,” 
“callous bureaucrats,” and wouldn’t do the slightest 
thing for you. When I refused to do her this favor 
and attempted to prove that I was motivated by 
genuine friendship, she screamed hysterically in the 
middle of the street: “I can’t bear it any longer. . . 
pain all the time .. . and nothing to dull it with... 
and no hope for tomorrow. Every day is against 
me. . . I can’t live any longer. . . Do me another 
favor then. . . Get a knife and kill me, here, this 
minute. . . I will never ask anything else of you. . . 
Do it, do it, right away. . .” 

When she heard that instead I volunteered to take 
her home, the street resounded with the despairing 
tones of her cursing: “Tartar. .. Man without heart 
and soul. . . So young and already so cruel. . . You 
beast of prey, sadist, Cain. . .” 

She nevertheless had enough presence of mind 
to be afraid of the Prussian policeman with Kaiser 
Wilhelm moustache and steel helmet. When she saw 
him crossing the street to find out what the wild 
scene was about, she started to run and was lost in 
the crowd that was streaming out of the theatres. 

Five months later she died in loneliness, in a 
municipal hospital, after a long period of unbearable 
pain and convulsions. 

Perhaps, I ask myself after many years, it was my 
duty to spare her the five months of unnecessary 
and senseless suffering? And if it was not my duty, 
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was it not the duty of a doctor, or two, or a council 
or ten doctors—of society? 


IN 1925 a case involving mercy killing took place in 
Colorado. Harold Blazer, a practicing physician in 
a rural district of that state, chloroformed his daughter 
to death. His daughter had been one of the most 
helpless creatures in the world. Her intelligence was 
lower than that of any animal, in the estimation of 
her father. She could not speak and manifested no 
symptoms of any mental processes. Even the food she 
consumed had to be previously masticated. For years 
the doctor devoted all his free time to the task of 
keeping alive this being which could hardly be 
classified as human, yet was not inanimate. But as old 
age approached and Harold Blazer became aware 
that he had but a short time to live and that after his 
death there would be none to look after his daughter, 
he determined to cholorform her to death. During 
the trial his attorney argued before the court that 
a creature such as the doctor's daughter had been 
could not have had a soul, and no murder was there- 
fore committed but merely the destruction of an 
“object” which caused him many cares and worries 
for thirty-years. The court acquitted Doctor Blazer. 


In Gandhi’s writings I find some comment on this 
case. He naturally does not agree with the Colorado 
lawyer. He felt that Dr. Blazer had murdered a person 
and not destroyed an object, for even an idiot, he 
holds, has a soul, and every creature which manifests 
even a mere physiological desire to live, no matter 
how undeveloped and feeble that will to live may 
be, is endowed with spirit. So far as the moral and 
legal aspects of Dr. Blazer’s action are concerned, 
Gandhi distinguishes between two different types of 
judgment that should be applied to ante-factum and 
post-factum situations. Had the unfortunate father 
asked Gandhi’s opinion whether she should kill his 
daughter out of mercy, he would have definitely told 
him not to, for by his intention to kill her he had 
manifested lack of faith in humanity and his social 
environment. Dr. Blazer, in the Mahatma’s opin- 
ion, had no right to assume that after his death 
there would not be a single institution or person in 
the United States that would undertake to attend to 
the needs of his defective daughter. But once. the 
killing has taken place, the man should not be 
punished legally nor greatly condemned morally. 
The man is not a murderer, since he committed the 
act out of love and sympathy and not because of 
selfishness or hatred. Gandhi expressed a similar 
opinion in another case of mercy killing that occurred 
in Paris when an actress killed her lover, at his own 
request, because he had been suffering unbearable 
pain from a hopeslessly incurable disease. He then 
also maintained that there were no grounds for 
criminal prosecution of the actress, but that had she 
asked whether she had a right to execute a dear one 
out of love, she should have been strictly forbidden 
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to do so. And not only she, but doctors as well should 
be forbidden to commit mercy killings. The Danish 
law which allows doctors to transform the angel of 
death into an angel of redemption should be done 
away with, he believes. (It is true that in a case in- 
volving mad dogs in an Indian town, Gandhi de- 
cided otherwise and proposed that they be shot. 
For of what value is the life of a dog, a mad one at 
that, in a country like India where so many of the 
owners of the dogs do not have enough food for 
themselves? In this case he seems to have surrendered 
his belief that all living creatures—including the 
idiots and the mad both among people and animals— 
have the same right to exist, for the sake of social 
utility, so that mad dogs should not bite and en- 
danger the lives of sane people.) However, Gandhi 
does not condone the idea of mercy killing where 
human beings are concerned. 


Ir is futile to discuss this question unless those who 
engage in the discussion have a certain area of meta- 
physical (or anti-metaphysical) common ground. 
A common language and a common point of de- 
parture are the prerequisites of any discussion: in 
order that a materialist or—which is perhaps more 
to the point—a hedonist should come to some agree- 
ment with a mystic, they would first have to reach an 
understanding concerning the phenomenon of suffer- 
ing in general. The hedonist and materialist is by his 
very “constitution” unable to accept suffering. To the 
extent that suffering is unavoidable (or “still un- 
avoidable,” as some over-optimistic scientificists 
would have it) he will try to adjust himself to its 
existence. But he will never “justify” suffering nor 
conceive of any inner meaning in its existence. In 
the ultimate analysis he may sometimes admit that 
the entire operation of the universe may be without 
logic or inherent meaning, but within the frame- 
work of that unlimited senselessness there is sense in 
striving to make life easier, more comfortable, more 
beautiful and less painful. The religious man, on the 
other hand, has always sought the hidden meaning, 
and therefore also the justification of suffering— 
theodicy. Thus Rabbi Simon ben Lakish was inclined 
to a prophylactic interpretation of suffering, when he 
declared that “just as salt makes meat more tasty, 
so does suffering eradicate all sin from the human 
soul.” Similarly, Rav Huna felt that suffering endows 
one with nothing less than life eternal. He even 
attempted to make a methodical classification of 
suffering according to its origins and nature: “When 
a man sees suffering coming his way, he should ex- 
amine his deeds. If he discovers that he had sinned, 
he should repent. If he has discovered no sin, he 
should explain his suffering on the basis of his hav- 
ing inadequately applied himself to the study of the 
Torah. If he has tried to blame jit on this possible 


cause and still sees no justification for his suffering, 


he should then look upon it as a token of divine 
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love for him.” A similar motif is discernible in 


Christian literature, in the Espistles to the Hebrews, 


the Corinthians, and the Romans, in the writings of 
St. Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. 

But one need not be dogmatically religious to 
conceive suffering, not as an accidental evil devoid 
of meaning, but as something inextricably bound up 
with the very foundations of world and existence. 
Friedrich von Schlegel welcomed pain and suffer- 
ing: “Ailment has become the symbol of life for 
me. Thanks to pain I have come to see and feel the 
eternal contradiction through which everything 
comes into being and exists in this immense world of 
endless force and endless struggle.” Pascal and Kier- 
kegaard declared sickness to be “the natural condition 
of Christian man,” and Novalis saw in sickness “the 
highest and only genuine life.” It matters but little 
what modern psycho-pathologists may say about 
them, I am aware of all the physiological explana- 
tions that may be offered as accounting for their at- 
titudes or states of mind. But when I remember 
Novalis’ familiar claim that at the moment man 
begins to love sickness and suffering, there comes 
to him the most rapturous pleasure and he becomes 
imbued with the highest and most positive lust, or, 
that “semi sickness is a calamity, but total sickness is 
lust, the highest lust,” then I am impressed that these 
statements are not mere spiteful bon mots but 
genuine and deeply felt experiences. One may classify 
them as abnormal experiences, but this clinical 
classification—valid and useful in its own field— 
can say nothing as to their intrinsic value or their 
ultimate validity. 

Those who have had such experiences, no matter 
how vague and extra-logical these may be, naturally 
start from another angle than those who see suffer- 
ing as a mere senseless accident. For some of them 
sickness and pain are such an intense and meaning- 
ful experience that they see in them visitations or 
rather visits of the holy spirit. Thus we read in the 
Talmud: “He who goes to visit a sick person should 
not sit on the bed nor on a chair nor on a bench, 
but should wrap himself and sit on the ground, for 
the Shekhinah hovers over the bed of the patient.” 
One who is capable of conceiving of the holy spirit 
as resting over the bed of a patient and guarding 
him according to its own laws, one who for one mo- 
ment is capable of feeling together with Nicolai 
Hartmann that “great suffering reveals unto us 
depths whose existence the uninitiated does not even 
suspect,” does not easily find a common language 
with those for whom the bookkeeping of life consists 
of clear credit (pleasure) and clear debit (suffer- 
ing), with a grand total which everyone can read, 
explain, and evaluate. 


EVERYTHING thus depends on the point of departure 
—whether life can be measured in purely hedonistic 
terms. One may conceive of life as an enterprise, as 
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a going concern, compare the credit and debit 
columns, and in a certain condition of sickness and 
pain logically conclude that the business is bankrupt 
and should be liquidated. On that basis, he may 
preach suicide and mercy killing and, from his point 
of view, be absolutely right. 

But one may also conceive of life as a mission: I 
was sent here. I may not know why, wherefore, nor 
for how long. But my mission (or exile, as some 
Buddhists would say) has sense, the sense. This is 
a conception of living even against one’s will, and a 
bookkeeper’s approach is out of place in it. According 
to such a conception the span of one’s life, whether 
it comes as a gift or punishment, is predetermined. 
Every individual life thus assumes an absolute and 
imperative character which neither the bearer of that 
life, nor his enemy or friend may disrupt until it 
reaches its appointed epilogue. An echo of that ap- 
proach, one hears in an old Talmudic aphorism: 
“He who closes the eyes of a person in the agony of 
death may be compared to a murderer.” 


I AM not going to join the Euthanasia Society. Sup- 
pose we all recognize the absolute liberty of testation, 
the right of every person to bring upon himself death 
as the deliverer from unbearable pain or hopesless 
disease—how could I know that the consent, the ex- 
pressed desire, the prayer of the patient was genuine? 
I may mistake his passing mood, his violent reaction 
to the beginning of a new stage in the enfoldment 
of his martyrdom, or his lyrical outburst and poetic 
exaggeration (hospitals are full of “poets and de- 
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ceivers”) for his will, for his considered decision, for 
his testament. Too many of those who attempted sui- 
cide and were rescued by friends, police, or doctors, 
never repeated their attempts, went on living and 
suffering, and were grateful toward those who 
thwarted their designs. 

And, then, not every incurable should be given up 
as “hopeless.” The patient may be more resourceful 
than medicine, and somebody else (not necessarily 
the scientific medicine-man) may be required to dis- 
cover and open up his untapped resources, which will 
not cure him, but are likely to give him a new sense 
of “worth-whileness.” Logotherapy is as old as the | 
human race, and the Persians of ancient days were 
not completely in error when they distinguished be- 
tween the “herb-doctor,” the “knife-doctor,” and the 
“word-doctor.” Khassidism knew something of the 
new life-dynamics which “the word” is capable of 
generating. When the famous “Yud” heard that his 
friend, the preacher of Kozenitz was incurably sick, 
he summoned two of his pupils and instructed them: 
“Go to Kozenitz and sing before the Preacher.” They 
arrived on a Friday and they were invited to sing 
the Sabbath hymns. With every song, the sick man, 
who had told friends that he no longer had any desire 
to live, felt in himself more and more strongly the 
awakening of a new force. He finally exclaimed: 
“Blessed be life! My friend, the Yud, knew that I 
have walked in all spheres except in the sphere of 
song. He sent me his singers to remind me that I 
still have a task in my earthly life: to explore the 
realm of music.” 


Aaron David Gordon 


(Upon the 25th Anniversary of His Death) 


by Ben Halpern 


FAVORITE THEME of the more sardonic 
modern story-tellers has been the transplanta- 
tion of canonized or deified figures of the past into the 
milieu or the problems of the present. The results 
are always disconcerting. In one example, Shaw’s 
Saint Joan, an anachronistic shift of the forces of 
nationalism and individualism to the France of the 
Hundred Years’ War upsets all the conventions by 
which Joan of Arc became safely sainted, and by 
which those who burned her at the stake became 
stereotyped figures of religious obscurantism. 

In Zionist history, somewhat the same trick was 
played by Providence itself; in setting Aaron David 
Gordon to work in the milieu of the early twen- 
tieth century Jewish world, in Palestine at the time 
of the Second Aliyah. For, psychologically and 
morally, in terms of the processes through which 
Gordon achieved his ideas or the processes through 
which he carried them into effect, there is only 


one characterological type which exactly defines 
A. D. G.: that is the anachronistic category of the 
prophet. And while the results were not as tragic 
as in the Shaw play (history, after all, is not con- 
cerned with dramatic effects), it must be admitted 
that the impression made by Gordon, both on his 
contemporaries and particularly on his subsequent 
readers, was a very disconcerting one. The incursion 
of an authentic prophet into the twentieth century 
proved to be a disturbing and problematic matter. It 
was hard to know quite how to take him. 

The most common way out was simply to profess 
profound admiration, or even awe, for Gordon’s fabu- 
lous personality, together with a sort of tolerant be- 
wilderment at the disorganization and apparent 
naivete of his writings. 


SO STRIKING a personality as Gordon’s naturally en- 
courages a reaction of merely surface appreciation. 








18 


The romance of a life begun.at fifty, the saga of the 
sickly clerk who in his old age took up the strenuous 
practice of the pioneer’s and the laborer’s tasks in 
desolate Palestine, the legend of the peasant-philoso- 
pher whose creative period was limited to the last 
eighteen years of his life, and whose half-century 
of maturation still left him a tongue-tied Moses 
when at length he spoke—the very piquancy of 
this extraordinary career makes it possible to do 
homage to Gordon, the man, without troubling 
about the significance of Gordon, the thinker. 

Unquestionably, moreover, Gordon’s writing is 
(sometimes ludicrously) chaotic and his “proofs” 
are frequently naive. One has only to read the devas- 
tating review of his work by Ezekiel Kaufmann,* 
the brilliant Palestinian historian and sociologist, to 
realize how complete a demolition job can be done 
on his theoretical structure by anyone who takes the 
phrasing of Gordon’s argument literally. Gordon 
declares or, at any rate, he implies, that the “national 
spirit” of each people is created by the contact of 
the ethnic group with Cosmic Nature, in the par- 
ticular shape defined by the landscape or the “hori- 
zon”—the physical and “spiritual” geography—of 
its country. Kaufmann’s rebuttal encounters no 
trouble at all in showing that ethnic groups were 
quite frequently molded into a recognizable national 
form as a result of, and even in the course of, migra- 
tions—which makes it difficult to ascribe any influ- 
ence to a specific landscape. He recounts, with 
crushing effect, a long list of national cultures which 
received a decisive formative influence, all from the 
same Roman law, or whose “naitonal spirit” showed 
a vital connection, all with the identical Hebrew 
and Hellenic cultures. As to the Jewish “national 
spirit” itself, it was obviously created quite as much 
in the wilderness (as Gordon himself states), or 
in the Diaspora, as in Palestine. 

And this is only one of the themes upon which 
a precise empirical critique of Gordon’s formula- 
tions can lead practically to his theoretical annihi- 
lation. 


BUT WHEN all this criticism is done, in the midst 
of the shambles of architectural detail, the basic 
structure of Gordon’s effort still stands, powerful 
and impressive. Gordon himself disarms criticism 
by openly admitting his awkwardness in phrasing 
ideas, particularly because he makes it clear that 
his manner of thinking is essentially intuitive, and 
that his words are not explicit designations of his 
truths, but random guideposts showing the direction 
in which his truths may be sought, bearings taken 
on those goals. And the validity of his philosophical 
intentions, the lastingz—or, to be more specific, even 
the contemporary significance of the questions and 
the goals be proposed to himself are not impaired 





* See the January and Rebruery, 1944 issues of the Hebrew 
literary monthly Moznayim, 
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in the collapse of the details of his tentative con- 
crete formulations. 


Thus it is hardly without significance that so many 
of Gordon’s specific preoccupations—a conservation- 
ist rather than exploitative attitude to nature; a 
status and organization of labor which would de- 
velop the human potentialities and enhance the 
dignity of the worker, instead of constricting and 
degrading them; an architecture and community 
planning more organically related to nature; a lib- 
erating education; or even, if you please, the in- 
transigeant ethical absolutism which expressed itself 
in Gordon’s pacifism and vegetarianism—it is hardly 
without significance that these should be precisely 
the questions of social conscience which are increas- 
ingly absorbing attention in our sudden confronta- 
tion with the Atomic Age. Much like Gordon 
himself, the devotees and sectarians of these ideas 
have often been led into vagaries and extravagances 
of concrete expression, which have made them some- 
times seem ridiculous, or at least irrelevant; but in 
the oppressive nightmare of our waxing premonition 
and dread of World War III, who can deny that 
these trends and ideas seem more and more to have 
in them the germs of a remedy for our spiritual 
malaise and our paralysis of will? 


The basic problem which engaged Gordon’s 
thought from beginning to end, and to the explora- 
tion of which he devoted not only all his mind but 
all his life as an ethical being, was the traditional 
philosophical problem of the self. The central 
values, or virtues, recognized by his philosophical 
and ethical system were spontaneity and individual- 
ity. The central disvalues, or vices, recognized by 
his system were mechanism and imitation, the face- 
less mass. That this approach exactly strikes the 
chord upon which the mood of today reverberates, 
need hardly be stated. It is all too evident, as I 
have recently heard it put, that we have the choice 
only of an attitude for which each individual is 
of absolute and equal value, is indispensable, or 
of one for which no individual has any intrinsic 
value, all are mere means, all are expendable. 

As the philosophers do, Gordon seeks the root 
and being of the Individual in a Universal Sphere. 
But he seeks it not in a transcendental realm of 
Being; he follows the vitalist school of philosophy 
in finding it in a realm in which man himself di- 
rectly participates: in the Cosmos, in the teleological 
stream of what Whitehead calls “events” (though, 
obviously, Gordon was quite incapable of any for- 
mulations so fine, or conceived with so commanding 
an understanding of modern science as Whitehead’s) ; 
a realm which comes to direct consciousness in man’s 
experience as he lives, not as he cogitates. Gordon 
laboriously distinguishes, in the tradition of this type 
of philosophy, between man’s analytical recognition 
and understanding of outer reality, and the creative 
intuitions, the spontaneous perceptions, which well 
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up in him from his metaphysical depths, from his 
life sources, his sharing in the Universal. Gordon 
recognizes the values contributed to “Cosmic Ex- 
istence,” by man’s analytical understanding, not only 
through the technologies and organizations of civi- 
lized living, but in the expansion of the spirit made 
possible by standing off at a distance from Nature. 
But like the other philosophers of this school he 
was far more impressed with the deadening, cor- 
rupting effect of such a desiccated knowledge, with 
the petrifaction of the spirit through such a mecha- 
nized civilization. And his whole literary work is 
a passionate outcry for a renewal of spontaneity, of 
creativity, for a rebirth of the individual—echoing 
familiar themes.of Rousseau, Tolstoy, and Nietzsche, 
as well as motifs of the mystical Kabbalah of Jew- 
ish tradition. 


But GORDON added a peculiar facet of his own: 
it was the element of prophecy, the bringing of the 
celestial doctrine down on all fours to earth. It 
was through this peculiar practicality, this ethical 
insistence on the concrete realization, one might al- 
most say, in some cases, through this sheer prag- 
matism, that Gordon formed an authentically origi- 
nal version of the philosophy he labored to make 
his own. And rough-hewn as these Gordonistic doc- 
trines may seem, as they emerge from the parent 
rock of the vitalistic philosophy, they represent, par- 
ticularly in the light of our current perplexities, 
deeply meaningful soundings taken in the seas of 
our perilous voyage. 

The most damning defect of all the vitalistic phi- 
losophers is the unbridgeable gulf which even they 
leave between the individual, whose value they as- 
sert and whose freedom they seek, and the mean- 
ingful Universe to which they metaphysically relate 
him. The vexing question remains, What ought 
a man to do in order to be practically in harmony 
with Cosmic Nature, with his Self? Nor is this 
a mere sentiment of academic Weltschmerz, peculiar 
to the intellectual who has spent too much of his 
substance in the wasting study of philosophy. The 
sense that the “individual” is being stifled is the 
most pervasive symptom of the social malady of 
our present world.* And those who have reached 
the stage of a conscious rebellion in the name of 
the self against the machine, even they have only 
taken the first step into the labyrinth. There is no 
road the freed individual may confidently follow, 
and too many of the rebels of life against the ma- 
chine have found themselves traveling the dark 
byways of social or political or aesthetic solipsism, 
on the one hand, or of mystical authoritarianism, on 
the other. 


The prophetic virtue of Gordon consists in the 





* For a striking illustration one may read Simone Weil's notes 
on the life of the modern industrial worker in the February 1947 
issue of Polstics. 
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fact that, whereas the philosophical vitalist, Nietz- 
sche, merely proclaimed the mission of creating 
the genus Superman through the enhancement of 
individual worth, A. D. Gordon pointed out to 
concrete human groups, and particularly his own 
group, specific ways for enhancing the worth of the 
individual. When put in his own literal words, 
the remedies seem prosaic enough: they are the 
familiar ideologies of Labor and Nationalism. But 
the creativity of Gordon’s thought was in his trans- 
valuation of these conceptions, through his doctrine 
of the intrinsic worth of individuality and his theory 
of the bond between Individual and Cosmos; and 
in his showing how through these two ideas alone 
could the individual be raised to planes of higher 
value. 


THE Hebrew key-word of Gordonism, usually trans- 
lated “labor,” is “avodah,” whose etymological mean- 
ing is more accurately rendered as “service.” It 
has, of course, overtones of religious significance— 
and these overtones should be particularly noted in 
Gordon’s writings, in view of their persistent recall 
of Kabbalistic images and analogies. What distin- 
guishes avodah in Gordon’s usage from the ordinary 
significance of the word “labor” is that he sees it as 
the essential bond between man and the Cosmos. 


If one regards avodah as an economic term, it 
is “economic” in a quite different context from the 
ordinary utilitarian framework of the idea of 
“labor.” It is “economic” in a “cosmic” and ethical 
sense. It does not mean “the allocation of scarce 
means among given ends’—with all that this im- 
plies philosophically: the sharp division between the 
two worlds, of arbitrary ends and of merely instru- 
mental means. For Gordon there is no such cleav- 
age in the structure of reality—all existence is of 
the realm of ends, there are no mere means. One 
of the most bitterly accented words in Gordon’s 
vocabulary is the rejected idea of “sacrifice.” Thus, 
in Gordon’s philosophy, “economic” should really 
signify the conservation and expansion of all means- 
ends, by the harmonious interplay of the activities 
of really free individuals. To “labor” meant for 
Gordon to “serve” in the vast expanding system 
of “cosmic” reproduction. Anything which breaks 
the cycle of reproduction—and whatever sets up 
fixed and partial values as ends would necessarily 
have this effect—he regarded as essentially degen- 
erative; or, as he said, “parasitical.” 


The core of his concept of the parasite—of a 
creature outside the reproductive cycle of cosmic 
creation, constituting a sort of leak in the universal 
system of balanced tensions—was that of an ego 
without individuality, a creature of dependence, and 
not a free creator. In these terms, he saw modern 
“contractual” society as a cosmic parasite; the mod- 
ern city, with its persistent “biological deficit,” as 
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a sort of vacuum-vortex, drawing into its bottomless 
maw the energies of a still healthily reproducing 
peasantry; and modern culture, as a kind of “uneco- 
nomic” spiritual arc-lamp, generating a fierce intel- 
lectual light, but at the expense of a continuous 
depletion of the accumulated cultural power of 
earlier generations, without concomitant replenish- 
ment through new accumulations from immediate 
experience, from the realm of the free individual, 
through “service” in the cycle of cosmic reproduc- 
tion. 


GoRDON never forgot the maxim that man is a 
zo6n politikon, a creature of the social. He was 
never misled, as others have been, into neglecting 
the social nature of man, and believing that indi- 
viduality can usefully be construed simply from the 
merger of the Ego with the Universe. Gordon, for 
all his lavish borrowings of Kabbalistic imagery, 
could never accept the idea that man’s contact with 
the Cosmic Reality should take place only in the 
momentary flashes, the fortuitous breaking loose 
from normal life cycles, of the ecstatic experience, 
the unio mystica—which is, after all, the only pat- 
tern for describing a direct relationship of the 
ego with the realm of the universal. It would be 
sufficient reason for him to reject this view that 
in such mystical experiences the individual is after 
all effaced, “possessed,” as the Kabbalists used to say, 
by the great Nothingness, by the vacant Eternal, 
by Nirvana. But by remembering always the social 
nature of man, Gordon saved the individual; for he 
placed in immediate relations of service to Cosmic 
Nature, to the Universal—the group, the matrix of 
human culture. The human creature himself was 
tied to the Cosmic, first of all, through his filial 
relation to his people, which in turn, was rooted in 
Nature, in so far as it had individuality; the indi- 
vidual, also, from his specific position in the repro- 
ductive cycle of mutual service, “lived Nature,” 
in so far as he preserved his individuality. 

The distinguishing difference between the ego 
and the individual, according to Gordon, would 
seem to be that the ego is marked by a relationship 
of limited liabilities—and of limited claims—upon 
nature and upon his fellow-men, while the indi- 
vidual is matked by freedom—he is a free giver 
and a free taker. His relationships to his people 
and to his land are familial, and in the nature of 
service—he gives and receives according to need 
and capacity; the relationships of an ego to society 
and nature are contractual, and in the nature of 
exploitation—he yields and acquires according to 
desire and opportunity. In the social philosophy of 
Gordon’s own time—with which he probably was 
not acquainted—distinctions of this sort became 
common: opposed pairs were set up, such as “cul- 
ture” and “civilization,” “community” and “associ- 
ation,” “Gesellschaft” and “Gemeinschaft.” Gordon 
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used the terms “society” (the arena of class strug- 
gle, etc.) and “nation.” It was the nation which 
was the seed bed and the indispensable soil for the 
existence and growth of the individual. 


IF WE wished, therefore, to sum up Gordon's pro- 
phetic philosophy in a chain formula, starting with 
the basic value of individuality, it might take the 
following form: the (human) individual is Man, 
to the extent that he is free, that is, he serves or 
“labors”; that is, lives (in harmony with) nature; 
that is, experiences Cosmic Reality in the midst of 
his people, to the extent that his people is “inde- 
pendent,” that is, not parasitical and decadent. 


The conclusions with respect to the Jewish peo- 
ple and the Jewish labor movement which Gordon 
drew from these principles (I mean, of course, the 
prophetic utterances which he rationalized in these 
philosophic terms) are familiar: ‘the necessity to 
leave the bondage of the Diaspora; to resettle on 
the desolate soil of Eretz Israel; to become farmers 
and workers there, living in productive harmony 
with man and nature; and to free oneself from 
intellectual slavery, not only to the foreign national 
cultures of Europe, but also its “decadent” cos- 
mopolitan ideologies. Some of these ideas, the Pal- 
estine Jewish labor movement in general reached 
at the same time from other grounds than Gor- 
don’s; others, they never accepted at all in his for- 
mulation. But the essential prophecies of Gordon, 
the ethical injunctions to be independent, individual, 
to be devoted to a life of labor—the Palestinian 
movement ardently accepted. 


One extraordinary result is quite clear—a result 
which, for a vitalistic philosophy, virtually amounts 
to internal evidence of its truth and validity: in the 
midst of a world where ideals generally, and not 
least of all socialist ideals, are inwardly crumbling, 
the Palestinian Jewish labor movement retains its 
inner spiritual poise, its basic security. In verbal 
expressions, socialists in Palestine subscribe to all 
the fractional ideologies whose mutual contradictions 
have undermined the confident faith of doctrinal 
adherents everywhere; and in Palestine, no more 
than anywhere else, can the doctrinaire face down 
the mockery of world events with convincing argu- 
ments. But the Zionist workers not only believe 
doctrines; they have hearkened to prophetic voices, 
they have lived and acted as free men. 


As a consequence, the late Berl Katzenelson, in 
an address which explored the whole dark conti- 
nent of socialist disillusionment in these days, could 
add the following words: “Not everyone has had 
the good fortune of our fruitful, fortifying experi- 
ence in Palestine, which teaches us to regard every 
ill event as something passing, and to be able to 
say, whatever the situation: “Thou hast sown a 


seed—be of good heart!” 











4 











APRIL, 1947 


21 


Judaism and Christianity 


by Aaron David Gordon 


These reflections are excerpted from the 
introduction Gordon wrote for a transla- 
tion of Tolstoy’s, What Is Art? which he 
was preparing. 


I UNDERTOOK to translate Tolstoy's What Is Art? 
not only in order to introduce one of Tolstoy’s 
creations into our literature, but also for a special 
purpose. My thoughts have been, and still are, much 
occupied with the question, What is Art? and I re- 
gatd Tolstoy’s views on this subject as particularly 
important. . . 

But here I discovered something quite un- 
expectedly. Tolstoy, whose whole Weltanschauung 
was based upon Christianity, also based the whole 
import of art upon Christianity, in such a way that 
more than it outlines the import of art, his book 
outlines the import of Christianity; in the form that 
Tolstoy gave it, of course. Thus, I found myself in 
an ambiguous situation. Christianity is opposed not 
only to my Jewish views, but to my whole Weltan- 
schauung, not only to the Jew in me, but to the 
whole man in me—and how should I now present 
ideas, even though they are those of another, which 
my whole being revolts against? 

Obviously, to refrain for this reason from trans- 
lating the book would be like an ostrich hiding its 
head in the sand. The ideas of Tolstoy have a cer- 
tain influence in all contemporary thought, and no 
one who thinks can ignore them. Hebrew literature 
must perhaps take account of them even more than 
other literatures, precisely in the degree that it is 
opposed to Christianity. Tolstoy has given such a 
brilliant form to Christianity as none of his pre- 
decessors could equal, and his influence is, of course, 
considerable among us. It is incumbent upon Hebrew 
literature, therefore, to take account of these ideas, 
and not to ignore them, for to ignore opposing views 
is a sign of weakness. Judaism has nothing to fear 
from Christianity; quite the contrary... . 

My difficulty arises essentially from the improp- 
riety of place and method. My basic intention is to 
convey the views of the artist Tolstoy on Art—and 
I find myself forced to convey the views of Tolstoy, 
the Christian propagandist; and this is what heightens 
the difficulty, that he conducts propaganda. . . . 

I am forced therefore to provide a prophylactic 
against the foreign spirit being brought into our 
literature against my will. It is hardly proper, to be 
sure, to begin a book which one is introducing into 
a certain literature by condemning in advance what 
the author has labored to express and communicate. 
But if it is my duty as a translator to convey accu- 


rately the words and thoughts of the author, I do 
not regard it as my duty to bring into our midst, in 
its full strength, his hypnotic influence. I wish to 
translate Tolstoy’s book accurately, without alter- 
ation, addition, or ommission whatsoever, but, as far 
as possible, without its hypnotic influence. To achieve 
this purpose I see no other way, than to say a few 
words in order to make clear the difference between 
Christian morality and Jewish morality; to the ex- 
tent, naturally, that the occasion requires. 


THE concreteness, naturalness, and simplicity of 
Judaism, which attest that its light is one hidden 
away in secrecy, in the still, small voice which is 
not heard except unto those who are allied to it in 
their heart and soul, have caused the quality of 
Judaism to be cast in the shadow; for more than 
Judaism is a doctrine, in the European sense of the 
word, it is the expression of Israel’s striving for the 
higher manifestation of its selfhood. One finds in 
it essentially a special style of the spirit, of the vitality 
of life, a special, individual relationship of a people 
—and of its sons—to everything it approaches. And 
this is something that is particularly hard to explain. 
It is hard to analyze a living thing, to lay bare to 
sight the sources of its life, and yet leave it alive. 
Here there are no clear proofs or definitive state- 
ments. Here there is the pulsation of a living heart, 
the waves of living thought, concrete and natural, 
which cannot be grasped alive, and which through 
the slightest carelessness of thought or expression, 
turn into empty abstractions which say nothing, espe- 
cially when one attempts to extract from them specu- 
lative conclusions. 

If one examines Judaism from its core, from with- 
in, from its roots, he must recognize one thing: 
everything—all morality, religion, the whole of 
Man’s universe—rests upon the image of God which 
is in man. “And God created man in His image, in 
the image of God created He him, male and female 
He created them”—this, if one is to observe Judaism 
in all the creatures of its body, in its whole stream 
of life, this is its backbone, this is the source of its 
life. And if we are to translate it into the language 
of the living thought of today, if we are to set the 
question upon’ its Archimedean point, it means: 
Everything rests upon selfhood, upon the human 
“T,” both individual and national. That means, the 
essential condition, the paramount and primary con- 
dition for attaining the life which man, to the extent 
he is Man, consciously or unconsciously seeks, is that 
his selfhood should be whole, living, pure, true to 
itself in all its being, that all the powers of his body 
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and soul should be alive, and act in complete har- 
mony, innerly and in relation to the general, all- 
pervasive, unitary spirit of life, that man should live 
in the image of God, in the image of the life of 
Nature in its highest expression... . 

The sublime life, the life for which man’s soul 
yearns is essentially universal, cosmic life. But 
whence did man acquire the longing for the sublime 
life? Can there be any other source of life, conscious- 
ness, comprehension, higher illumination, than the 
universal life, both revealed and hidden, which is 
all-pervasive? The difference between man and other 
living things is simply that other creatures, whose 
consciousness is at a low level of development, live 
only the lower spheres of universal life (or, at least, 
live consciously only the lower spheres of universal 
life), while man’s consciousness is continually de- 
veloping, continually and infinitely expanding its 
comprehension, continually reaching out to embrace 
the universe and all that is in it. Man is capable of 
living not only the lower spheres but also the higher 
spheres of universal life, capable of embracing within 
his own life the universe and all that is in it, and 
not only of comprehending it but of living into the 
very life of the universe. This, in fact, is the secret of 
the soul, which yearns to live everything which man 
comprehends, to live not only its own limited par- 
ticularity, but the infinite generality of universal life, 
to live infinitely... . 


IT Is obvious that the essential thing here is that 
there should be no barrier between the self and the 
life it leads, between the life of the self and uni- 
versal life, between the higher illumination and the 
higher comprehension. That is, the essential thing is 
the wholeness of the self from within and the purity 
of the self in the face of outer, foreign influences. 
But this is not something which is as easy to attain 
as it might seem at first, it is not at all easy to attain. 
First of all, the life of the body and, in general, the 
life of the lower spheres, which are most tangible 
and most restricted, and hence most powerful, most 
apparent, and most likely to find satisfaction, pull 
the will into the circle of their lusts and inclinations; 
and from the other side—the higher spheres also 
are not at absolute peace with each other, and thus 
have not the strength to resist the lower spheres, and 
enthrone the higher will throughout man’s universe, 
in the same degree and with complete conformity 
everywhere. There is no peace, for example, between 
comprehension and feeling, and so forth. All this 
causes conflicts and wars in the soul of man, rises and 
falls, tumult and confusion, until sometimes he de- 
spises his whole self, and tires of life; unless he can 
sink entirely into the swamp of the limited life, or, on 
the other hand, succeed in discovering a new light, 
an original light in his inner world, which can serve 


“94 as a universal light and a source of universal 
life. 
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It is needless to say that there are many paths, 
some positive and some negative, all according to 
the combinations of the various forces in man’s soul. 
But in general we may distinguish two major, espe- 
cially definite paths, two forms of the combination 
of forces, two distinct styles of the spirit. In the one 
case, we have a soul all of whose spheres—thought, 
feeling, the limited and the higher will, and all of 
the particular forces in each sphere—are like sover- 
eign realms, like many states in confederation, and 
they can exist side by side without especially influ- 
encing each other, to the point that sometimes they 
can represent directly opposed tendencies—some 
positive and some negative. In the other case, we 
have a soul all of whose spheres, and the particular 
forces in each sphere, are firmly bound together, 
like a centralized state—whatever the center may be 
—so that when one of the spheres is dominant, all 
the others necessarily follow in its train, whether 
with positive or negative results. And in this, one 
may say, is the difference between Israel and the 
nations of Europe, which should be considered first 
before we consider the difference between Judaism 
and Christianity. 


THE BASIC trait of the people of Israel is a selfhood 
consistent with itself to the uttermost extreme, in all 
the phases of its being whether to positive or nega- 
tive effect. Feeling, thought, action, the limited and 
the higher will, all the powers of body and soul— 
all are one self, whether it inclines towards the light 
and the good, or it inclines toward the dark and the 
evil, an absolute unity; and not in vain did the 
Talmud say of the people of Israel that it is likened 
unto the stars and likened unto the dust, for when it 
rises, it rises unto the stars (a complete ascent, with 
all its being), and when it falls, it falls unto the 
dust (here, too, with all its being). I remember that 
when I first read in Akhad Haam’s Al Parashat Drak- 
him the essay “Two Realms,” and the words he 
quotes from a priest who was also a noted astro- 
nomer: When I am an astronomer, I am not a priest; 
and when I am a priest, I am not an astronomer— 
I thought that this was no Jewish spirit: for in a Jew 
of the stature of that man, either the priest, that is 
the religious side, would have prevailed, in which 
case he would have created for himself and out of 
his self a philosophical system or view which would 
have made it possible to live as an astronomer within 
his faith; or the skeptical scientist in him would have 
prevailed, and he could no longer be a priest. The 
Jewish spirit does not tolerate plural terms—it is 
entirely one realm. And when thought dominates in 
a Jew, it prevails over all, even in his feelings, his 
actions, his whole existence; when feeling dominates, 
it prevails over all; and the same is true when the 
limited will dominates, and so also when all the 
powers of his soul, his whole being is ordered in a 
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harmonious unity, that is when the general spirit 
of life, when the higher will prevails. 

Through this basic characteristic of Israel may be 
explained, I venture to say, the most striking phe- 
nomena and many of the less striking, everyday 
phenomena in the life of.this people, from its incep- 
tion to the present day. 


THus, for example, the topic of our discussion, 
Christianity, emerged at a time when the national 
material life of the Jews had fallen to its lowest 
depth, at a time when the people felt enslaved in its 
own land and saw no hope for a better future, but 
rather the contrary: at that time, the spiritual side 
prevailed over other sides of its soul, and when 
spirituality prevailed—it prevailed over all, know- 
ing no barriers or limits, until at last it really passed 
all bounds and Christianity was born, with its King- 
dom of Heaven, in the special Christian version. And 
on the other hand, today, when our national spiritual 
life, when religion has sunk to the lowest depths, 
and life in Europe opened up to us opportunities for 
a material life such as we had never known, the will 
for the tangible life prevailed among the people— 
and again it prevailed over all. On the one hand, a 
gross and degraded sensualism, to the point of ob- 
literating the very image of humanity among those 
who followed it; on the other hand, historical ma- 
terialism with all its extreme corollaries, with the 
theory which interprets all of human life from the 
materialistic side, a theory whose creator came from 
among the Jewish people and which has found in 
no other people so many devotees, in proportion, so 
many slaves, so many hypnotized followers, to the 
point of oblivion of their very selfhood, as among 
the Jews. 


Let us come back from another side to the same 
basic characteristic already referred to, and again, we 
see two opposed phenomena, in the past and present. 
The Talmud, concerning which it is hard to say what 
is more prominent in it, whether the development 
Or constriction of Judaism, and all of the post-Tal- 
mudic literature, which surely represented constric- 
tion more than development, are marvellous deeds 
of the will-to-live of the Jewish people, of the power 
which has protected its selfhood from the first faint 
hint of danger to the political death of the people, 
and from the dismemberment of its body to our own 
time. In almost the entire period of the Second 
Temple, the Jewish people lacked the full national 
freedom which is the paramount and primary con- 
dition of any great original creation; and what free- 
dom it had was continually being reduced. Life was 
constricted, there was no room for new flights of 
imagination, there was no space in life for national 
idealism to broaden and deepen, and to carry with it 
national practice, the actions of every day, the tang- 
ible life. What was to be done? Rise above life, 
seek ideals beyond the borders of national life? 
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Ideas, lofty and ascending, together with a real life, 
ignoble and declining: such a thing was not com- 
patible with the spirit of the Jewish people, such a 
thing could have meant an untimely national death, — 
that is, the death of the people as an embodiment 
of humanity. Either the people would have followed 
the ideal and abandoned its real individual life which 
preserved its existence as a real self, and died from 
lack of selfhood and been swallowed up among its 
conquerors and among other peoples, as happened 
to the first, Jewish, Christians; or it would have 
succumbed entirely to its ignoble and declining real 
life and died through spiritual deterioration, as did 
the other conquered peoples. 

But the national will-to-live found the proper 
course; it compelled the spirit of the people to con- 
tract and live in its own manner in constricted con- 
ditions. It set limits to national idealism, confined 
its ideals, so that the real life should be enabled to 
conform with them, rather than permit ideals and 
real life to become two separate realms. The soul 
of the people immersed itself in the ideals of the 
past, devoted itself to making real life conform to 
those ideals and to making those ideals conform to 
real life. This work of adjustment it did with all the 
consistency and care of a selfhood true to itself to 
the uttermost extreme. Thus the book prevailed over 
life, and in prevailing, prevailed over all—and so it 
was until recent times. 

And, on the other hand, in recent times, when the 
people began to awake through the power of the 
broad and deep life of others, a part of the people 
began to revolt against the book,* and in its rebellion 
—went to the other extreme, depreciated the book 
entirely, despised the creator of the book, the People 
of the Book. For this, too, is one of the modes of this 
basic extremist characteristic: either a selfhood fill- 
ing all the worlds, or absolute and entire self- 
abnegation. 

... And once again, the national will-to-live finds 
the proper course: a life of our own—that is what 
it demands. By way of life and not by way of specu- 
lation or Olympian inspiration, will the higher reve- 
lation of Jewish morality come about, for even the 
pretended superiority of Christianity does not reside 
in itself, but in the rich life of its bearers in life, of 
those who bear it and who seem to be borne by it. 

.... All the confusion about the comprehension 
of truth, the root of all the endless hair-splitting on 
the subject whether there is an absolute truth or an 
absolute kind of truth, results from the fact that the 
truth in life, in human life and in universal life, 
is, in relation to our human comprehension, the 
eternity in the living moment, which man must 
grasp alive: that is, comprehend it not only in con- 
sciousness but with all his living being, with all the 
spirit of life in him. Whoever has comprehended truth 





* The reference is to M. J. Berdichevsky and the other “Young 
Nietzscheans.” 
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in its moment of life, he has comprehended absolute 
truth, living and acting always in the soul as a point 
beyond fixation, changing and renewing its form as 
. life is renewed. Not to deny the idea, the truth, the 
book, is our task, but to revive them, to fill them with 
life. The man, the living individual man—is the 
idea; the independent life—is the truth. We must 
be so greatly alive, our lives must be full, flowing, 
prevailing, and expanding in such a measure that 
not only the trunk and the branches of our selfhood 
shall live and give bountiful fruit and strike new 
roots, but even the old roots, apparently dry, shall 
be filled with life. Life covers all, both in space and 
time, it covers even the past. And it will not merely 
be the payment of a debt that we shall make in this 
way to our ancestral generations, who suffered so 
much and left us our selfhood alive and viable, 
without receiving from it what it gives and could 
give us, if we know how to seek life. 


IN THIS respect, that is in respect to the transforma- 
tion of ideas into living forces, it is very important 
for us, it is a major essential for us to understand cor- 
rectly the difference between Judaism and Christian- 
ity. We have already lived to hear the view that the 
time has come “to reopen our Dreyfus trial,” and the 
reference is, of course, to the Nazarene and his doc- 
trine. But we are entitled to say: The time has, in- 
deed, come “to reopen our Dreyfus trial,” but Drey- 
fus is not the Nazarene and his doctrine, but the peo- 
ple of Israel and its doctrine. The time has come to 
redeem Judaism from its bondage, from out of the 
hands of Christianity. 

For, it is not too deep to see nor too difficult to 
admit, if the truth is sought, that what is of true value 
in the Christian morality is entirely its portion of 
Judaism, except that Christianity made the doctrine 
gtosser and more constricted, in the very place where 
apparently, it infinitely illuminated; it gave as minted 
current coin what Judaism gave as invisible sub- 
stance, a message tendered to the heart of man, living 
in the heart of man, and capable of prevailing in- 
finitely. Here we have, in the ethical sphere, exactly 
the same difference as exists, in the religious sphere, 
between the revelation of God in the sense of “Ye 
saw no person when I spoke to you,” and the revela- 
tion of God in the shape of a man come to take upon 
himself the sins of mankind. 

Christianity constricted man, the image of God, 
by constricting God, the divinity, the absolute unity 
of God. God was made dependent on a helper and 
man on a mediator, a mediator between him and his 
Creator, between him and his universe; between him 
and himself. Man became a sort of wretched creature, 
which cannot and may not help itself in seeking its 
salvation, its ascent. The higher life was given to 
man out of grace, and he had only to accept it as 
given. Judaism, however, sees the higher life of man 
in his very labor to attain it, in his very seeking it, 
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in the very paving of the way to seek it, for life, too, 
is an absolute unity: the seeking of the higher life, 
the active search, surely this is the higher life. 

This one sees at once in the difference in conveying 
the Golden Rule, that fundamental practical essen- 
tial, which each of the religious teaches to man as a 
first principle for guidance in the acts of life. 


CHRISTIANITY gives this fundamental rule in the 
form of a great, incomparable Positive, in the form 
of a sublime spiritual feeling, in the form of sublime 
love: namely, that same “Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself,” which appears in Judaism as a positive 
inference from preceding negative injunctions, from 
“Thou shalt not steal,” to “Thou shalt not hate thy 
brother in thy heart . . . thou shalt not seek revenge, 
nor bear enmity against him,” like a light breaking 
forth and arising from the soul, after it is cleansed 
of the filth of the limited life—this same “thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself,” in an even more bril- 
liant guise, is conveyed by Christianity as a first prin- 
ciple, as a defined rule without precedent or sequel, 
as something which requires no preparation and is 
capable of no development. 

And in that very same period, immediately before 
the birth of Christianity, Judaism placed in the mouth 
of Hillel, as the foundation of its whole doctrine, a 
simple rule in the form of a very mild negative: 
“What is hateful to thee, do not unto thy fellow... 
all else is commentary—Go thou, and complete it.” 
Here the morality of Judaism finds expression not 
only in the first and essential part of the statement: 
“What is hateful to thee, do not unto thy fellow,” 
but also in its second part: “All else is commentary, 
Go thou and complete it, study, perfect yourself!” 
If Hillel intended it or not—he struck an essential 
note in the character of Judaism, as opposed to 
Christianity which gives man a complete thing, fixed 
and static. Here, in the whole attitude of Hillel to 
the idolater who came to seek a living doctrine from 
his lips, is felt a powerful and humble magnanimity, 
an imaginative flight of soul—not a superficial ascent 
to the clouds, beyond all life, but, a vital and penetrat- 
ing leap, beyond all the boundaries which constrict 
life. With all Hillel’s loyalty to our written and tradi- 
tional lore, with all his sympathy for the need of any 
man, living or intending to live under its specific 
conditions, to /earn the doctrine specifically adapted 
to this life, one feels that the first essential in his 
eyes was, after all, the independent, free activity of 
man, which renews life, which is the very essence of 
life—and accordingly, the essence of the doctrine of 
life. Only through such a profound understanding of 
the case could a man recognize the necessity of giving 
one who sought a way of life precisely a sort of 
“Archimedean point” for the whole ordering of his 
life and universe. Although, to be sure, Judaism at 
its very inception conveyed this point in a conceptual 
sense: “Ye shall be holy, for I, the Lord your God, 
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am Holy” (Holiness, in its concrete and natural Bib- 
lical sense is essentially a negative concept: a sublime 
purity, a freedom from any negative trait in thought, 
feeling, life—a higher freedom, a higher truth, a 
higher relationship), Hillel did not content himself 
with this and conveyed the point in the sense of ac- 
tion: “What is hateful to thee, do not unto thy fel- 
low.” Here, in contrast to the tendency of Christianity, 
we see a tendency to reduce the weight of instruction 
in order to give man more freedom: “All else—Go 
thou and complete it!” The forms, you must create 
yourself: you may rise to the degree of “My body I 
gave to those who smote me, my cheeks to those who 
plucked out the hair,” or higher, or to an elevated 
plane in some other sense, but you must rise by your- 
self—such things are not commandments. . . . 

No wonder, therefore, that Judaism was not prop- 
erly understood, particularly after Christianity came, 
and apparently revealed to men so great a light as 
the world had not seen before. 


JUDAISM gives man, as it were, a light enclosed in 
many globes, globe within globe, and it is his life's 
service to draw forth the light from the globes, to 
bring it more and more to revelation. At first he sees 
the light only as clearly as unaided vision can permit, 
but he knows it is an enclosed light and that it is for 
him to open and remove globe after globe. The task 
is difficult, he does not know to open and how to 
remove the first globe, and the service, too, is arduous; 
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and similarly with the second globe, and so forth. 
To be sure, Judaism gives him certain rules concern- 
ing how to avoid all filth and defilement, for the 
service is a very delicate one and demands that its 
implements—thought, feeling, will, all the organs 
which participate in the service—should be absolutely 
clean; it is difficult (The Torah was given through 
suffering, says Judaism), but this service is all the life 
of his spirit; and life teaches, and so he opens and 
removes globe after globe. And meanwhile his eyes 
become accustomed and his whole being becomes 
adapted to the light, which grows continually, and he 
learns to be illuminated, to live by this light. 

What did Christianity do? It came and withdrew 
the enclosed light from all the globes at once, and 
conveyed it, as it was, to everyone who desired it. 
It is needless to say that there were many who 
desired it. To receive so great a light without 
any service, without any preparatory exercises — 
who would not desire it? Everyone caroled: Light, 
light! And at first it seemed indeed to the short- 
sighted that salvation had come to wretched man- 
kind; but the results are well-known. Eyes which 
had not grown accustomed to the great light were 
blinded. In place of feeling and thought, came 
fantasy and speech; the will, which had not become 
altered by adaptation, was roused to such enhusiasm 
that it burned alive everyone who was not equally 
enthusiastic, and in the name of the higher love 
and the higher sanctity man learned to sow and 
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cultivate hatred and falsehood with all their con- 
sequences and sequellae. And what is even more 
saddening, is that this bared and concentrated light 
continues to this day to blind the eyes even of those 
who see best; and one sees it in Tolstoy, in all his 
preaching of love, which is full of hatred and con- 
tempt for Judaism, which he is not ashamed to label 
as an idolatrous morality. . . . 


CHRISTIANITY teaches that man lives in order to 
satisfy the wishes of the Higher Will. That is the 
whole content of man’s life, the essential point of 
all his higher striving. Even sublime love, the 
love for every man and creature, is nothing more 
than an expression of the complete self-abnegation 
of the human ego before the celestial will. It is 
not the ennoblement of man’s ego, of the individ- 
ual man (and hence also of the individual nation) 
to the degree of its higher selfhood, to the degree 
of the higher union with universal Creation and 
all that is in it, to the degree of the higher will. 
And hence—altruism, the abnegation of one’s ego 
for the sake of others, really for the sake of satis- 
rying the Higher Will, as opposed to egoism, really 
to all individuality, whether of persons or of na- 
tions. And hence—that strange human passivism, 
including the doctrine of non-resistance to evil: not 
the feeling that the evil of another, his disease, his 
ugliness, his corruption, is your own injury, your 
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own pain, which requires you not to hate, not to 
avenge, but to endure and seek a remedy, and to 
endure again where there is no remedy or the only 
remedy is to suffer in silence; in this non-resistance 
to evil one finds rather a sort of faith that it must 
be so, that it has been ordered on behalf of the 
Higher Will, which knows better than you what 
is good and what is evil, and only the abnegation 
of your will before the Higher Will will incline 
the evil-doer toward the good. And how far this 
human self-abnegation went, this complete blur- 
ring of the image of God in man’s form, one may 
see in the religious dogma that man could not even 
purify hmiself from his pollution and filth, be re- 
deemed from his sins and transgressions through the 
power of the image of God in himself, if it were 
not that God had descended to live amidst men 
and taken upon Him all their sins and transgres- 
sions; an idea which has no parallel in the degree 
to which it profanes both man and the Higher Will. 

. . . The relationship of sublimity, according to 
Judaism, is a relationship of the image of God to 
its higher image, of the droplet of life to its spring, 
of the flash of existence to the hidden light of ex- 
istence, the secret of existence. Man is essentially 
active — this is his human form, and not that he 
is acted upon, Man, every man, creates his universe 
in the image of God (thus: “The heavens are of 
the Lord, and the earth hath He given to the sons 
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of man”), fulfills his function in life by raising 
his selfhood to its highest degree, and in so far as 
he creates his universe and ennobles his selfhood, 
he is a higher will (thus: “The Holy One, Blessed 
be He, orders, and the saint rescinds”). 


AND just as the end of man is not in his self-abne- 
gation but in his self-ennoblement, so, too, with 
life. Humanity begins with the individual. And 
the life of humanity begins with the couple, the 
family; here is life, as it were, at a second level, 
in two dimensions, life which now possesses a cer- 
tain surface. The purpose of life is not asceticism 
and monasticism (“It is not good for man to be 
by Himself,” “He did not create it [the world] 
chaos—he formed it for settlement”), but purity, 
naturalness, truth, the sanctity of life. Hence, the 
profound and lasting concern for the purity of the 
family and the hard fight against misplaced sexual 
desire; not in vain, indeed, for. sexual desire with 
all that is connected with it and all the relationships 
springing from it, is the Gordian knot, in which 
the strands, most fine and most gross, sublime and 
degraded, apparent and submerged, of the soul 
and life of man are bound together and irretriev- 
ably intertwined, as is known to any student of the 
soul and life of man. This is the center of the 
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strength and weakness of man, the center of pollu- 
tion and holiness, the very roots (though generally 
they are buried deep in the soul and hidden from 
the eye) of many, many manifestations in the soul 
and life of man, manifestations both negative and 
positive, which, to all appearance, are far removed 
from this sphere. 

I shall not attempt to lay down that Judaism 
completely untied or completely cut this knot, for 
at bottom it is a task for the soul of each man, and, 
to no small extent also, for his body, his physi- 
ology, whether it is healthy or ill; and in general 
this is one of the basic universal questions, one 
of the greatest and deepest questions, and, it may 
perhaps be said, one of the cosmic mysteries. But 
to the extent that it is possible to answer this ques- 
tion nationally and through religion, especially if 
, we remember that the answer was given at a 
time when the other peoples were sunk in corrup- 
tion, up to and including their faith and religion— 
we may affirm that Judaism gave the most proper 
and most beautiful answer, and the purity of the 
family was guarded—the purity of the man as well 
as of the woman—among the Jewish people in a 
very high degree amid all the afflictions and perse- 
cutions—until the last generations, the generations 
of mimicry and assimilation. . . . 


AND from the family, we pass to the nation, the 
larger family. The full human, social life, with all 
the complex and profound human relationships 
implied in them, with all of human accumulation 
and human creation, necessarily begin from a group, 
more or less large, from an ethnic group. Here, 
so to speak, we have three-dimensional life, with 
body, stature, and shape. Here it is that man really 
emerges, as though he were organized and shaped 
again from the psychological standpoint, just as 
he is first organized and shaped in the mother’s womb, 
from the physiological standpoint. Here we have 
a sort of workshop of the human spirit. Here were 
formed the language, the concepts without which 
human speech is unintelligible, the human thought 
which cannot be conceived without intelligible 
speech, religion—the first comprehensive, universal, 
and basic thought and the first comprehensive, uni- 
versal, and basic relationship. Here emerged the 
human feelings and the spirit of sanctity, or the 
spirit of human creation, and hence—poetry, moral: 
ity, etc. The nation is a sort of personality in three 
dimensions, a rounded person, a sort of cosmic per- 
sonality, possessed of a certain cosmic horizon, 
whereas the individual is a sort of cellular personality, 
a personality belonging to a given nation. .. . 

In this view of the nation as a personality, Juda- 
ism did not invent anything new; so every nation 
regards itself. But Judaism was an innovator in its 
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new great approach to that great personality, in its 
great demands upon it. And perhaps here, too, it 
invented nothing, it merely preserved the capacity 
of the nation for self-renewal, its capacity to remain 
itself to the uttermost extreme; and who knows— 
perhaps the whole creative capacity of man is in 
essence nothing more than this capacity for self- 
renewal, the ability to remain always oneself to 
the end of the breadth and the depth of one’s 
selfhood, absolutely free from foreign influence, and 
hence capable of receiving immediately the influence 
of the general, universal force, the higher illumi- 
nation. For creation is not a matter of giving thought, 
but a higher awakening, a higher illumination. Juda- 
ism, the Jewish people, was not eager for innova- 
tions, but it remained true to itself, to nature, to 
life, to truth, true unto the uttermost extreme and 
consisent unto the uttermost extreme; and hence 
its great demands of itself, of itself as a nation, 
and not only of the individual. No nation before 
the people of Israel, or in its time to this very 
day, has laid upon itself so great a demand as: “Ye 
shall be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am Holy.” 


BUT HERE we must think a little further. 

Tolstoy, who was Russian in all his being, in 
his whole style of thinking and feeling, in all 
the manifestations of his will, in all his relation- 
ships—Tolstoy claims to believe that he is only 
a man in general and not nationally; and he wishes 
others to believe that nationality is unworthy, that 
the only worthy thing is humanity, or, a religiosity 
superior to any individuality, whether of men or 
of nations. And from this conception, or from the 
wish to conceive things in this way, he concludes 
that Judaism, which recognizes the worthiness of 
man and the worthiness of a human life based upon 
the three basic principles in the human soul—the 
individual principle, the national principle, and the 
universal principle—is a morality of idol-worship; 
no more and no less. I shall not now bring to 
account Tolstoy’s own personality, analyze and ex- 
amine it as to how much individual-Tolstoyan truth 
there is in this conclusion: that is, to what extent 
Tolstoy brought to consciousness, in this conclusion, 
his own self, his essence, to what extent he grasped 
and expressed in it his individual truth, as deter- 
mined by the nature of his soul and as it necessarily 
ought to be. Here he was not Tolstoy, but a Chris- 
tian. Even more—here he was simply banal. Who 
does not know and who will not declare in our 
times that the ideals of humanity at large are broader 
and nobler than national ideals, that, for example, 
the truly great men rose, and still rise, above their 
nation, and served, and still serve, all mankind, 
etc., etc.; in that style? But there is still room for 
doubt, and room for thought. ... (Essay incomplete) 
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A Congregation of Jews 


by Paul Goodman 


Ts RED LIGHT of the caboose rapidly dimin- 
ished down the starlit tracks, carrying away the 
children of our camp. The Great Bear hung already 
a little northward, at the end of summer. 

“Matty! Joe!” Storky, the brother of the head- 
counsellor, called us to the circle near the truck. 
Gathered in a close ring were we men who had 
stayed over: Aaron, Leo, Jesse, Storky, Artie, Sid, 
eight of us, counting Matty and myself. (A ninth 
was Mr. Tobias, the silent partner, who had stayed 
to supervise the closing up, for Mr. M., the owner, 
had fled ahead of the sheriff.) And there also, stand- 
ing uneasily behind Storky, as if looking to squeeze 
into the circle—but there was no place—was a tenth 
man, Ostoric, the despised ex-counsellor of arts-and- 
crafts. We were all ex-counsellors now. 

When Matty and I came, a place opened for us 
in the ring, but Ostoric still hovered outside. 

“For Chrissake,” said Storky in a tense voice, “how 
we gonna get rid of Ostoric? Nobody asked him to 
Stay over.” 

The stout, untidy fellow heard this, blanched, and 
stepped back away. And I saw it and broke up the 
group. 

I had more cause than any one to be resentful of 
Ostoric, for he had never built my sets backstage, 
though this was part of his job. True he had not 
been paid, but this bankrupt year none of us had 
been paid. All of us had cause to be resentful of him, 
to be resentful—yet none of us would have wished 
it this way. 

On the way back to camp, Storky rode in his car 
with his brother and Mr. Tobias and Sweeney, the 
caretaker, and Ella, who was Storky’s girl. That car 
had five seats. Ostoric rode with us in the back of 
the truck, with Matty and me and Ruth and Maita- 
bel, and Sid and Leo and three other girls. I am 
telling all these numbers because it takes ten men 
to make a congregation of Jews, and Ostoric hap- 
pened to be the tenth man. 

It was cold and we clung together for warmth, 
but Ostoric was offended and sat by himself sucking 
noisily on a dirty pipe. As we bounded along on the 
stony road, Ruth began to moan the song hits of that 
time, and we all, also Ostoric, joined in the joyous 
choruses. “Violate me in violet time in the vilest 
way that you can!” 

Sweeney, who had got back ahead of us, came 
running down the road with a lantern. “The farmers 
are like cockroaches all over the place,” he cried. 

No one had remained behind to watch over the 
deserted camp. 

“Half go over to the girl’s camp and I'll go with 
the rest to the boys’. Pile up the cots and mattresses. 


I'll have the truck along. When we got here there 
was ten farmers with flashlights carting things off.” 

We got down, numb with cold. 

Ostoric did not join either group but went into the 
Lodge to go to bed. He had made up his mind to 
leave in the morning and he did not intend to be 
more helpful than was necessary. 

In the girls’ camp the flashlights went out. They 
could be heard moving in the underbrush. We were 
afraid. It was pitch black: The hundred thousand stars 
and the Milky Way shed no light below. Our flash- 
lights cast a gray illumination on the street and the 
bungalows. A mattress, a book, a hat-box, a paddle, 
vestiges of those who had left. On the backroad a 
car rattled off; there was a loud report. 

We had left for our city; why should not the 
natives come back and take possession? But we few 
had unaccountably stayed on, as if trying to preserve 
a few days longer that dreamy camp-life, such as 
it was. 

Some of us had allowed ourselves to be persuaded 
(and we persuaded the others) to make up the ten 
men needed by Jesse and Storky for a minyan—so 
that they could say the mourners’ prayer for their 
mother. 

The girls’ trunks, the duffle-bags, the valises had 
not yet gone to the Station. All this was to be called 
for the next day! What a badly planned departure, 
when half the things were left for the next day! 
The porches and rooms were piled with baggage 
tagged and labeled to New York and Montreal. And 
there was camp-property too. 

We dragged out the fifty trunks from the black 
rooms, and the flashlights held in our armpits cast 
swift shadows on the walls. Bent under servile loads 
of bags and boxes, because unwillingly and un- 
reasonably. We sweated and then stepped into the 
chilling night. 

No, it is reasonable for one to do this if he is 
here, on behalf of those who are not here. 

At last came Sweeney with the truck, the head- 
lights shooting long beams on the towering piles of 
bedding and baggage. He blew his bass horn more 
than once till we collected. 

“Listen, Storky,” I said spitefully, “Matty and I 
expect a lift to New York Monday in your car.” 

Storky stopped loading. “It’s tough,” he said, 
“you're the fifth person asked me. There’s only three 
empty seats, so I sold them $5 apiece to Aaron, Artie, 
and Ella. Why didn’t you ask first?” 

Sold?” I cried bitterly; “why do you think Matty 
and I stayed, but just so you and Jesse could have 
a minyan to say Kaddish?” 

“Do you need any money?” said Storky. 
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“Skip it,” I said, “skip it.” As for me, when the 
day came, I was going to hitch-hike home, alone, 
taking my chances on the road; and the prospect of 
it already gave me almost perfect pleasure. 

By midnight, two hours after our return from 
the Station, where we had bid goodbye forever to 
our camp, everything was in safekeeping. The bag- 
gage was piled to the ceiling in the lobby; in the 
music-room, which was furnished with wicker sofas 
and a broken piano, were the heaps of old mattresses. 

We began to laugh boisterously. We laughed at 
the trunk we had stoven in. The thought of Os- 
toric, provoked by a gesture up the stairs, made 
us choke, 

Halfway down the stairs, warily creeping, were a 


pair of fat little twins, Melvin and Phyllis Kalman. 


Their father had arranged to drive them to Montreal, 
but he had failed to appear; and we also forgot them 
when we went off to the Station. They ran upstairs 
to hide and cried themselves to sleep. Now here 
their round red faces, roused by our thunderous 
laughter, shone like twin suns—and it was, of course, 
the peak of everything funny: that from this Adam 
and Eve our Camp itself should spring alive again 
(such as it was). 

The telephone rang. 

It was Sam Tobias, the brother of Mr. Tobias. He 
had been expected to arrive from Montreal early in 
the morning, but he was phoning to say that he 
couldn’t make it. This news was indifferent to us,— 
nevertheless we had counted on Sam Tobias of Mon- 
treal to be the tenth man. 

My friend Matty, meanwhile, was pale and trem- 
bling in every limb; he was coming down with the 
grippe. Maitabel and I went into the kitchen to make 
him some tea. 

We turned away sick. The unpaid kitchen-help 
had left without cleaning up. The garbage of several 
days lay on the floor; the unwashed dishes in the 
sinks were clouded with flies that swarmed in our 
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faces as we turned on the light. There was a fearful 
stink. On the stove stood a great cauldron of cocoa, 
made for the last meal, still tepid, but with a thick 
scum on the surface and many flies already drowned. 
In the adjoining dining-room the tables were not 
cleared. Pieces of lettuce lay on the floor, a tomato 
squashed under my heel. On each table a milk-jug 
was overturned and the streams of spilled milk, 
swelled by slow drippings from the oilcloths, united 
on the floor in a gray network. The flies awoke with 
a howl. 

This camp, where we returned after the time for 
it, was spread like a dirty body, in the room of a hotel 
of passage, when the illusory desire is spent. 


ii. 

IN THE morning (a Friday) Matty was very ill. De- 
spite the appalling color of our room, with its crim- 
son and gold wallpaper and the bedstead of tarnished 
brass, he had about decided to remain in bed; but 
the sunlight outside was warm and moist, and the 
wasps buzzed angrily against the windowpane, trying 
to escape. 

A call from below decided it. “Matty and Joe, 
downstairs, please!” Downstairs our presence was 
needed to make up ten men for morning-prayers. 
Matty began to put on his shoes. Is it not comforting 
to be useful by one’s mere presence? 

“We're coming, Storky,” I called down the stair- 
well. Storky and Jesse were the brothers whose 
mother had died, and who twice a day needed a con- 
gregation of Jews, to say the mourners’ Kaddish. 

We came into the music-room where the prayers 
were to be said amid the five heaps of mattresses. We 
made ourselves hats out of newspaper. 

Jesse called for Mr. Tobias on the porch. The old 
man, six and a half feet tall, his gaunt jaw covered 
with white stubble, came into the room cramming 
an old felt on his head. 

Now as soon as he entered, being the tenth man, 
there was a congregation of Jews; and at once Aaron, 
who was our Reader, faced to the Orient and took up 
the peculiar hum, the mumble, in which the orthodox 
hasten through their lengthy prayers: from time to 
time it is punctuated by a sentence clearly uttered, 
either by way of a period at the end of the psalm, or 
when the person praying is suddenly moved by the 
meaning of what he is saying and so pauses a moment, 
or when he pauses for breath. 

These sounds of prayer rose from all corners of the 
mattress-filled room lit by the moist sunlight. Yet 
only four or five were praying. I allowed my eyes and 
my attention to wander from the blue-covered Siddur 
in my hand: to take in all ten of us, those praying 
and those not praying. Whatever unity there was 
present amongst us was not the unity of morning- 
prayers. 

“Ribbon kol haolomim,” said Aaron. 

“Sovereign of all worlds! Not because of our right- 
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eous acts do we dare lay our supplications before Thee, 
but because of Thy great mercy... What is our life? 
what our piety? what our strength? what shall we say 
before Thee, O Lord our God and God of our fa- 
thers?” 

Sprawled in a wicker chair, Mr. Tobias lit a cigar 
and was reading a week-old copy of the Montreal Star. 

Leo, Storky, Jesse, and Georgie had put on the 
phylacteries, the little boxes on the brow and biceps 
and the leather thong wound seven times around the 
forearm and thrice around the middle finger. 

Artie, at the piano, sounded three crashing chords, 

“Shh.” 

“Avol anakhnu amkho.” 

“Nevertheless, we are Thy people,” continued 
Aaron, “the sons of Thy covenant, of Abraham Thy 
beloved to whom Thou didst swear on Mount 
Moriah.” 

My. eyes fell on Ostoric. . 

He was unrecognizable. So clean! Washed and 
combed and without the whiskers of a summertime. 
He was wearing a polka-dot bowtie, gray flannel 
trousers with a knife-edge crease (where did he get 
them pressed?) and black and white shoes. His blue 
jacket was carefully folded on the piano. All summer 
long he had kept this finery in hiding. Now helter- 
skelter, each thing jammed where it would fit, ties 
wrapped around shoes, he was cramming a small 
valise—preparing to leave. 

Icy death gripped me. He was our tenth man. 
(Each one of us was indeed the tenth man. ) 

It was not the time to leave. In the dining room, 
with brooms and a pail, the girls were restoring a 
little decency. 

Artie climbed on the mattresses to lie down. 

“Get down! you'll knock them down!” said Mr. 
T. crossly. 

“Shma!” 

“Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
One!” said Aaron in a loud voice. 

The moist sunlight poured into the room, impar- 
tially, among those standing and those not standing 
and the heaps of mattresses, and on the black letters 
of my book. 

Mr. T. began to count the mattresses. 

I anxiously watched Ostoric. Every other moment 
he would step outside to knock his pipe against the 
porchrail. At such moments was there or was there 
not a minyan? Did the congregation come to be and 
cease to be, moment by moment, as one would switch 
an electric-light? 

With fearful eyes, the white showing, Jesse Wer- 
ner kept looking at Ostoric and the progress of his 
preparations to depart. 

“38, 39, 40,” muttered Mr. Tobias. 

So we came to the great prayer of the Eighteen 
Blessings, of which Nakhmanides once wrote to his 
son; 
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“During the prayer of the Eighteen Blessings, re- 
move all the affairs of this world from thy breast; 
think of no other matter but that of fixing thy 
mind on this prayer with perfect devotion; pre- 
pare and purify thy heart and mind unto God, 
blessed he He,—thereby will thy prayer be pure 
and untainted, devout, and acceptable before the 

Holy One, blessed be His name.” 

. .. ‘Lord, Open Thou my lips, and my mouth 
shall utter Thy praise.” 

Open Thou them, for obviously I cannot. 

“Will you sit on this valise,” said Ostoric, “so I 
can lock it.” 

“Now wait till the prayer is over.” 

“84, 85, 86,” said Mr. Tobias. 

Happy and dancing, washed and comforted, the 
twins descended from above. But in their haste to be 
out in the open world, they stumbled on the last 
step and fell prone. 

“Uliyerusholayim irkho.” 

“And to Jerusalem Thy City, return in mercy,” 
read Aaron in a flat voice, for it is a hard passage for 
the Jews. “Dwell there as Thou hast promised it; re- 
build it soon, even in our days—an eternal building. 
Set up there again the Throne of David!” 

Jesse and Storky repeated the Mourners’ Prayer 
and the service was over. 


ii. 
“YOU aren’t going away, Eli?” cried Storky. For the 
first time all summer he called Ostoric by his first 
name, which was Elihu; but he refined the affecta- 
tion too far, because as a nickname Ostoric preferred 
to be called not “Eli” but “Huey.” 

The ex-arts-and-crafts man said that he was leaving. 

“Why are you leaving?” said Jesse in an aggrieved 
tone. “There’s nothing in the city. The best part of 
camp is after the kids go. Now is the time to take a 
rest.” 

Ostoric carefully explained that he had to get to 
Stroudsburg in Pennsylvania where his fiancee (as he 
said) had also finished a camp season, and then they 
were going to the World’s Fair in Chicago. It was 
clear that he was really going to leave. 

“Why didn’t you go yesterday then, with the oth- 
ers, if you're in such a hurry?” said Storky bitterly. 

“I don’t want to get to Stroudsburg before tomor- 
row, because then I'll have to help Margot pack. She 
always leaves it for me.” 

“How you going?” 

“Hitch,” said Ostoric. ““That’s why I’m all dressed 
up. Looks nice, no?” 

“Listen, you're the tenth man,” said Jesse, the head- 
counsellor. “If you go, there is no minyan. We ex- 


pected Mr. Tobias’ brother from Montreal, but he 


can’t make it till Sunday.” 

“Ostoric!” pleaded Storky, “stay over the week- 
end. Tuesday morning I'll take you all the way to 
New York by car.” 
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“Hey!” I cried—‘“what about us?” Matty and I 
were also the tenth man. 


But then I remembered—and the thought of it a 


brought me almost perfect peace—that when the day 
came I was going to leave this plane, alone. So I did 
not protest. I said nothing. I smiled with inward joy 
and esthetical contemplation. Lo, Ostoric! 

Last night Storky was itching to get rid of him; 
now he offered him the coveted prize of the place in 
the automobile. The stone that the builders had 
scorned was become the capital of the pillar. 

“Will you drive me all the way to New York?” 
said Ostoric, pretending to hesitate. 

“Yes, what do you think?” 

“I think—TI’ll think it over. Now supposing you 
drive me into Burlington now,” he suggested blandly, 
“and I'll think it over on the way. Maybe I'll change 
my mind and come back with you.” 

As for me, I loved this Ostoric and could spend 
with him the eons apportioned to us in Paradise. 
Even Matty, who was ill and pale, spread his lips in 
in a thin smile. 

“O. K.,” said Storky, almost with a sob, “you 
think it over.” But he took the keys out of his pocket 
and brought the car around in front of the Lodge. 
Jesse climbed in with Ostoric’s valise. 

“Good-bye fellows,” said Ostoric warmly, and in- 
sisted on shaking hands with each one. “Maybe I'll 
be back; and if not maybe I'll see you next summer 
at some other camp. Who knows?” 

He got into the car and they drove off. 

“Let me wash my hands,” said Leo, “to get the 
feel of that lizard off my hands. Let’s shave,” he 
suggested. 

It was Friday, and we were accustomed, all except 
Ostoric, to clean up for the Sabbath Eve. 

But when he went to fetch our shaving-kits, we 
made a curious, a frightening discovery. The holders 
of all our safety-razors had been robbed of their 
blades, and the spare blades were likewise gone, 
though the little boxes seemed untouched. We looked 
at each other, the whites showing in our eyse. 

It was a practical joke of Ostoric’s. 


iv. 
TO GET away from the others, I took the twins for 
a walk. We went down to the boys’ camp along the 
lake. 

John Wells, a farmer from up the lake, was strip- 
ping the torn canvas from the tentalows. “Morn- 
ing,” he said, continuing. 

“Good morning,” I said. 

On the beach the wrecked canoes and rowboats, 
parched and warped, seemed a hundred thousand 
years older than yesterday. The pink war-canoe with 
its broken back lay like the skeleton of an ichthyosaur. 
Our camp had been bankrupt and badly equipped this 
last summer; but now today, the day after, the effect 
was not of decay, nor even of abandonment, but of 
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absolute reversion to the natural environment. Not 
as if the Jew-camp had ceased to exist, but as if it 
had never existed. 

“There are some good bulbs in the footlights on 
my stage,” I said to Wells. “You can get in the back 
way by forcing the latch.” 

“Got ’em,” he said. 

The twins cried out in horror and seized me by 
the hand. It was Rollo, the little alligator, escaped 
from his tank and crawling away down the middle 
of the dusty street. “It’s only Rollo; he was part of 
the museum,” I reassured them; “don’t you remember 
him any more?” 

“What kind of thing is that?” said the farmer, 
paling a little. “No lizards grow round here as big 
as that.” 

“No, they don’t. He’s an alligator, from the South. 
A vital principle.” 

The little beast (alas, no dragon!) proceeded 
slowly between the shacks down toward the lake. 

“Good-bye, Rollo!” 

“What’ll happen to him if we let him go?” asked 
Melvin. 

“He'll jump in and drown,” I said, turning up the 
hill. 

“Bye,” said Wells, holding out his hand. “Shan’t 
see you again.” 

“Oh, we'll be around a day or two yet, 
acidly. 


” T said 


v. 
LATE IN the afternoon the brothers returned from 
Burlington. They were not speaking to each other. 
At the last moment both had neglected to punch 
Ostoric in the nose and the pent-up aggression turned 
against each other. There was no longer a congrega- 
tion of Jews at our camp. 

“We called on a rabbi in Burlington,” said Jesse. 
“He said that in a pinch you could count in a boy not 
yet Bar-mitzvah, so long as he’s citcumcized.” 

“If you’re thinking of Melvin Kalman, the father 
called for them hours ago.” 

Now a bitter wrangle arose between Aaron, who 
was a figorist, and Leo, who began to remember 
things just convenient to our case. “So long as there 
are nine Jews it is sufficient, for Elijah can be counted 
in,” said Leo. “Besides, there is a difference betwen 
a servant in the household and an ordinary goy; so 
Sweeney can be counted in. For that matter, why not 
count in one of the girls? In our times the status of 
women is not like what it was in the days of the 
Tannaim; isn’t their religious status different too?” 

“Sure!” cried Aaron. “Why not have one Jew 
present by telephone and make use of all modern 
technology. If you’re trying to be funny you're old 
enough to go on the vaudeville stage.” 

“Don’t be so sure of yourself,” said Leo bitterly. 
“If Hillel were alive, who knows what he would say 
about it all?” 
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But there was one memory of Leo’s that even 
Aaron conceded to have the earmarks of an opinion. 
In case one man is missing, it is permissible to re- 
gard an open Siddur as symbolic of an absent reader. 

Jesse too remembered it! “Yes—yes—” he said, 
trying hard to remember it. He remembered, twenty 
years ago, when he was just Bar-mitzvah, he had 
been part of a minyan—they called him from the 
street—and there for some reason that he did not 
understand at the time, but now it was all clear!—e 
they called him away from a hockey game—an extra 
prayer-book was propped on a table, and somebody 
turned the leaves. 

“Maybe for mama’s sake we ought to leave,” said 
Storky. 

When he said it, my girl Maitabel uttered a wild 
laugh. She stuffed a handkerchief in her mouth and 
rushed outside. 

I followed her in anger. “What are you laughing 
at?” I cried. : 

—Where now were Julie Bayer and our boys? 
Where were my actors and actresses? the three roarers 
of Daniel, and the little midget girls who danced the 
Dance? 

For our summer-camp was indeed over. Where 
now was I going to direct the plays of the talented 
adolescents and the children whose every gesture and 
ringing tone is vital expression itself—but they are 
suggestible and plastic so that I could steal from 
their lives a body for my thought? Why should I 
lie? I am an artist; but I have never in long art had 
a happy moment except when arranging the plays, 
the choreography, of our children, they suggesting 
it to me. Never yet did the tears flow down my cheeks 
except when on the night I touched the head of the 
kid onstage and signalled for the curtaiin to rise; but 
they flood my eyes as I write of it. 

It was not for Storky Werner’s sake that we stayed 
on here. Unwilling, the last year, just to go away 
and not cling, just a weekend more, to that dreamy 
camp-life, such as it was. 

“What are you laughing at?” I said with tears in 
my eyes. 

“What are they haggling about? What difference 
does it make whether there is a minyam or not?” 

“The word is minyan.” 

“Every time they open their mouths it’s more 
ridiculous.” 

“Don’t be so sure of yourself!” I was repeating 
the anguished phrase of Leo. “What you would save 
is a little trouble; you are afraid of making a fool 
of yourself. What they would save”—I did not say 
we, because it did not make any difference—‘“what 
they would save is the principle by which a person 
can make possible the acts of life day by day. If he 
can. Sleeping, eating, dying, and having mama die. 
They all become possible.— 

“To hell with it,” I said. We kissed and made up. 
I do not mean that this contact was an answer to 
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any problem, but at least it was the bedrock of con- 
tact on which all social community is founded. If 
we stayed on another weekend at this camp, it was 
to be with our girls, in the country, in the pleasant 
season, beside the lake. 
Vi. 

WE PRAYED in a third floor bedroom where Maita- 
bel, who was a registered nurse, had forbidden Matty 
to get out of bed. The tired overhead light on the 
crimson and brass was not like one’s home, one’s 
home. My friend’s head, at once pale and burnt, lay 
nobly on the pillow, but except that his fever was 
down you would have thought that he was going 
to die. 

Open to the evening-service, a Siddur was propped 
against a wash-pitcher. As we progressed, Leo turned 
the leaves for the absent tenth man. It was not to be 
seen that the Prophet Elijah turned them, nor that 
the Son of David sat anywhere, anywhere, on any 
throne of glory. 

So the brothers came once more to their Kaddish, 
saying “Yisgadal veyiskadash!” 

“Great and Holy be His immense name in the 
world that he created according to His will!” What! 

What is this thing that we say at the opened grave, 
when they have let down my mama’s body there? 
The place is strange to me and I am not loosed to 
tears here. Let me be more glad in the mutual aid 
of love and labor, then I'll cry bitterly for dear loss. 
But to say, “Blissful! Famous! Glorious! Uplifted!” 
—encouraging ourselves with a proud identification, 
not otherwise than unhappy children fantasy that 
they are the heirs of a prince, but they were kid- 
napped by gypsies. 

The prayer itself forbids it. “Although,” so we 
say, “although indeed! He is beyond all the blessings 
and hymns, the celebrations and the consolations that 
are uttered in the world.” What does it mean? Con- 
sider it, draw it to its conclusions, perhaps it is not 
false. It means first, of course, that we are not to 
worship idols; this goes without saying. It means 
then that we are not to make the proud identification, 
but to be humble; and it is likely that the author 
(the Aramaic indicates a desperate period) meant 
most of all to urge this humility. No, no! there is a 
further conclusion, implied in the prayer, to be ex- 
plicated by us—if not by us, by whom? and if not 
now, when?— it means that we are to look to the 
things that can applicably be uttered in the world. 
I do not mean that we are to rely on our strength, 
for it is quite unknown to me for any good thing 
to come of my own will and plan without better 
help; but that we should look to it. 

“Oseh Sholom,” (Now it is again in Hebrew): 

"He who makes peace in His heights will make 
peace also among us, and all Israel. Let us say, Amen.” 

So we were all collected in Maity’s sickroom, 
boisterously entertaining ourselves and him, making 
him laugh, and raising his fever during the evening. 
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New Conditions of Jewish Survival 


by Jacob Lestshinsky 


HE GREAT CATASTROPHE which befell 

European Jewry has brought about a radical 
transformation in the physiognomy of the entire Jew- 
ish people—geographically, socio-economically, dem- 
ographically, and culturally-linguistically. It is to 
be observed, however, that changes in the same gen- 
eral direction were going on in Jewish life in the 
last fifty-six years, though, of course, at a slower 
pace and in a more organic fashion. In the Soviet 
Union these changes which were bound to lead to 
fatal consequences for the existence of the Jews as 
a separate ethnic entity, were taking place at a faster 
tate and more violently than in pre-war Poland, but 
the process of the disintegration of Eastern European 
Jewry was unmistakably under way all over. As 
long as the tempo of the disintegration was not too 
tapid, the Jewish people was in a position to look 
for ways and means of adjusting tiself to the new 
situation, to heal the wounds caused by the changes 
and to utilize their favorable aspects, to make use of 
the opportunties they presented for normalizing the 
conditions of at least a part of the Jewish people, 
in compensation for the negative aspects of the dis- 
integration of the old way of life. 

The Hitler catastrophe put a sudden end to this 
process of adjustment. It brought sudden upheaval 
into Jewish life, cut off sharply and irrevocably 
a thousand-year-old thread of Jewish history, liq- 
uidated traditions and institutions which embodied 
three thousand years of Jewish history, and in this 
way placed in mortal danger the very future of the 
Jews as an ethnic entity. 

From a predominantly European people the Jews 
have changed, in the course of the last fifty years, 
into an overwhelmingly American one. This purely 
geographical change has tremendous historical sig- 
nificance for the future existence of the Jews as an 
ethnic entity. Here are some of the fundamental 
changes that have taken place as a result of it: 

a) Formerly the Jews lived, in their overwhelming 
majority, among peoples, whose capacity for assimi- 
lating and absorbing them into their midst was low. 
Now the reverse is true: the majority of the Jewish 
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people lives in an environment with a very high 
potential for assimilation. 

b) Formerly, the vast majority of the Jewish 
people was characterized by a high degree of re- 
sistance to the assimilation process. The majority 
of the Jews today displays a low resistance to assimi- 
lation. 

c) The majority of the Jews were formerly rooted 
in traditions that dated many centuries back. These 
traditions, furthermore, were incorporated into firm 
institutions which were, through an organic process 
of adjustment, well suited to the conditions of the 
society in which the Jews lived. Today, the majority 
of the Jews has a minimum of tradition to fall back 
on. Their institutions are relatively feeble; they have 
therefore little chance of developing and of with- 
standing the assault of the environment. 


d) For many centuries the Jews had lived in their 
former countries of domicile in a multi-national en- 
vironment, characterized by frequent violent con- 
flicts among the several non-Jewish nationalities. 
These conflicts were often very costly to the Jews, 
but as a compensation the multi-national character 
of the territories provided a favorable atmosphere 
for a distinctive Jewish national life. From an en- 
vironment of this sort the Jews have moved, in over- 
whelming numbers, into an environment where 
uniformity and inner unity are among the highest 
principles of society, where any form of ethnic sepa- 
ration is fraught with serious dangers. 


e) In Eastern Europe the proportion of producers 
and manual workers in the Jewish population was 
steadily on the increase. This meant that there was 
a constant strengthening of those social and economic 
classes in the population which enter more easily 
into cooperative rather than competitive rela- 
tions with the equivalent groups in the majority 
population. The process of “productivization” has now 
been reversed. The tendency among Jews is toward 
an even greater concentration in trade and commerce 
—occupations where competition is at its highest 
and cooperative relations at their lowest v2s-a-vis other 
ethnic groups in the same occupation. 


f) From a population marked by a high birth-rate 
and consequently a high natural increase, with its 
concomitant positive effect on the spirit of the Jew- 
ish population and its confidence in the national 
future, the Jews have now changed into a population 
with a predominantly low birth rate, a low natural 
increase, and a small proportion of children, which 
in turn must lead to defeatist attitudes regarding the 
Jewish future, and, in time, to a marked atmosphere 
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of decadence, as was the case with German Jewry 
even before Hitler. 

g) The Jews in Eastern Europe, from a cultural 
viewpoint, devoted the bulk of their spiritual energy 
to Jewish studies, in their two main manifestations— 
religious and secular; to the creation of an organic 
unity between the declining religious civilization 
and the rising secular one. It was a community which 
was able, over many centuries, not only to preserve 
its own dialect but to refine it into a full-fledged 
national language, at the same time fostering the 
development of the Hebrew language and litera- 
ture and laying the foundations for the transforma- 
tion of Hebrew into a modern living tongue. The 
national character of those Jewish communities was 
sufficiently strong to enable even those who were 
linguistically assimilated to the Gentile environment 
to participate actively in Jewish cultural creativity. 
From so closely-knit an ethnic entity, the Jews have 
been transformed, in their countries of immigration, 
into disunited individuals, who lose their own lan- 
guage in the course of one or two generations and 
are able to transmit to their children only a meager 
cultural heritage which becomes easily dissipated 
in the foreign environment. 


THE changes which I have enumerated above can 
be reduced to four main factors which are bound to 
affect the future development of the Jewish people’ 

1) In the course of the last several centuries, the 
bulk of the Jewish people lived in areas that were 
geographically contiguous. They constituted one great 
bloc which spread between the rivers Dnieper and 
Don on one side and the rivers Vistula and Niemen 
on the other. Within this area, the Jews constituted 
a high proportion of the population—as high as 12 
and 15 percent. There were hundreds of towns in 
which the Jews constituted an absolute majority 
of the population. There were many more localities 
where Jews were a plurality, due to the multi- 
national character of the population. The high popu- 
lation-ratio of the Jews with respect to their neigh- 
bors served to arrest any tendency to assimilate, while 
the existence of several non-Jewish national groups 
side by side reduced their capacity for assimilating 
the Jews in their midst. The high concentration of the 
Jews in the towns, furthermore, created ideal condi- 
tions for the maintenance of a distinct Jewish mode 
of living, not only in religious observance, but in 
the national and cultural sense as well. 

The Jewish migrations of the last century, and 
more particularly in the last fifty years, have brought 
about a new dispersion of the Jewish people over 
many states and continents. Nevertheless, until the 
war the majority of the Jewish people was still con- 
centrated in Europe. With the destruction of Eastern- 
European Jewry, the center of gravity has shifted 
to the New World. But in their new countries of 
domicile, the Jews are much more widely scattered. 
Even in the cities—with a few notable exceptions— 
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they constitute a small minority of the general popu- 
lation. It is true that the tendency of Jewish settlers 
to form compact units is evident here, too—in the 
larger cities—but the potential of these communities 
for Jewish creativity is reduced considerably by the 
strong assimilatory pressure of the non-Jewish en- 
vironment. 


2) The spatial segregation of the Jews in Eastern 
Europe was accompanied by a high degree of occu- 
pational isolation. In one economic branch, that of 
trade, the Jews had a near-monopoly all over Eastern 
Europe for hundreds of years. In the nineteenth 
century, Jewish handicraft developed so intensively 
that in many localities the Jews constituted an abso- 
lute majority in a number of crafts. Some crafts, 
which came to be known as the “Jewish” crafts, such 
as tailoring, capmaking, carpentry, were almost 100 
percent Jewish. In some small and medium-sized 
towns, these two economic areas—trade and handi- 
crafts—occupied the vast majority of the Jewish 
population, which often meant the majority of the 
total population. A situation was created in which 
Jews from the towns came into contact with non- 
Jews from the villages only through the market- 
place, not in everyday life. This was true of the 
majority of Jews even up until the outbreak of the 
Second World War. Only a minority of the Jewish 
population lived in the larger cities, where the situa- 
tion was different, though not radically so. In the 
cities, too, the Jews lived in voluntarily-established 
“ghettos,” which engendered their geographic and 


socio-economic isolation from their non-Jewish neigh- - 


bors. 


To the extent that some of the non-Jewish popu- 
lation in Eastern Europe had developed their own 
tradesmen and craftsmen—as did the Czechs and 
Poles toward the end of the ninetenth century— 
these were largely concentrated in a few—the so- 
called ‘“Gentile’—branches, such as (in trade) 
butchers, and (in the crafts) building, and other 
occupations involving heavier labor. This develop- 
ment of cooperative, indigenous trade and handi- 
crafts, therefore, had little influence on the occu- 
pational isolation of the Jewish communitiees. 


A totally new situation has arisen in the lands of 
Jewish immigration. With the exception of a few 
trades, the Jews constitute a negligible proportion 
of the occupations they are engaged in. There is 
hardly an economic branch which can be said to be 
dominated by Jews—dquantitatively or qualitatively. 
If Jews do play a leading role in a given branch as 
entrepeneurs, they have a negligible representation 
among the workers. In Eastern Europe, on the other 
hand, trade and a number of the crafts were entirely 
in the hands of Jews, both Jewish workers and Jew- 
ish entrepeneurs, and whenever there were non- 
Jews in these classes of occupations, they were well 
separated from the Jews. As far as trade was con- 
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cerned, the wholesaler, dealer, and retailer in a given 
branch were almost always Jews, whereas in the 
countries of immigration the normal trade relations 
entail a great deal of contact between Jews and non- 
Jews. 

One socio-economic group which has undergone 
a radical change must be singled out for special 
mention: the Jewish working class. The liquidation 
of Eastern-Europe Jewry has brought about the liqui- 
dation of the geographic center of the Jewish work- 
ing class, which grew considerably during the last 
few decades. The transition from middleman to pro- 
ducer, from trade and commerce to physical labor, 
was one of the most striking phenomena in Eastern- 
European Jewry in the last century. This process of 
“proletarization” was particularly intensive in the 
period between the two world wars. From an almost 
exclusively petit-bourgeois population, the Jews in 
Eastern Europe had changed into a group with a 
widely differentiated economic structure, ranging 
from a middle and upper middle class to an indus- 
trial and commercial proletariat—though the petit- 
bourgeois continued to occupy a disproportionate 
position in the Jewish occupational chart. From the 
point of view of the Jewish capacity for survival, this 
occupational differentiation had its negative side, 
since the Jewish bourgeois was more easily subject 
to assimilationist tendencies. But the positive aspects 
of the new economic distribution were of predomi- 
nating importance: the creation of a Jewish pro- 
letariat served to strengthen the Jewish economic 
structure and to make Jewish life more creative. For 
the first time in Jewish history in the Diaspora, a 
large portion of the Jewish population—the new 
Jewish working class—was in a position to enter 
into a political alliance with its non-Jewish counter- 
part, to participate in a common class struggle. It 
must be admitted that these political relations and the 
establishment of a common working-class front did 
mot prevent the outbreak of violent anti-Jewish 
persecutions in Eastern Europe, but the tragedy of 
the pogroms cannot hide the fact that it was the 
organized non-Jewish working class which stood 
in the forefront of the fight against anti-Semitism 
in normal times. Such was the case in Germany 
and Austria, in Poland and Rumania, and in all 
other European countries. 

In the countries of Jewish immigration a feverish 
process of commercialization of the Jewish popula- 
tion is to be observed. Ten years ago, at least 50 per 
cent of American Jewry already derived its livelihood 
from trade and commerce, and only some 28 per 
cent from industry. In the other American countries 
the proportion of Jews in trade and commerce is 
even higher. In the course of the last ten years that 
proportion has undoubtedly risen in the United 
States as well. Of the Jews in commerce, a large 
proportion are of the white-collar proletariat, but 
it is an element which does not remain proletarian 
for very long. Futhermore storekeepers and small 
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businessmen constitute a disproportionately high ratio 
of the Jewish population. We are again in danger 
of becoming a people of tradesmen and storekeepers 
—an economic element which is cut off from any 
significant chance of cooperation with parallel ele- 
ments in the non-Jewish population, and, as far as 
Jewish life itself is concerned, is notoriously devoid 
of imagination and social and political idealism. 

In a modern highly differentiated society persons 
engaged in commerce certainly perform a socially 
useful function, perhaps no less useful than those 
in other occupations, and there is therefore no reason 
whatsoever for placing them on a morally lower 
level. It is nevertheless a fact that this is one eco- 
nomic field in which competition plays a larger part 
than in any other. Conflicts within this economic 
group always outweigh cooperation, while in the 
working class the situation is the reverse: cooperation 
and solidarity far outweigh whatever competitive 
elements exist within the working class. 

Finally one more element, pertinent to the capacity 
for survival as a distinct minority shown by different 
economic classes remains to be pointed out: workers 
and craftsmen, who come into relatively less con- 
tact with the outside world in the course of their 
economic pursuits, are less likely to be subject to 
assimilatory influences than tradesmen and white- 
collar workers. 


3) THE Jewish demographic problem was begin- 
ning to assume sharp proportion even before the 
war. For years before the Hitler catastrophe, the 
birth rate was lower than the death rate among 
Western European Jews. Among Eastern European 
Jews, too, the birth rate was on the decline with the 
rise in the general standard of living. The rate of 
natural increase, therefore, was rapidly declining. 
Most fertile of all the Jewish communities were the 
Polish Jews, with the Soviet Jews of the Ukraine 
and White Russia in second place. But little has now 
remained of these two parts of European Jewry, and 
the few who have survived will be unable to re- 
establish normal family relations for a long time 
to come. Generally the number of Jewish children 
that survived in Europe is pitifully small even in pro- 
portion to the total of the survivors. There remains 
therefore, American Jewry as the main base for the 
further natural increase of the Jewish people. But 
the Jewish communities in the New World have 
entered a stage in their cultural and economic de- 
velopment where the birth rate is invariably on the 
decline. On the other hand, the death rate of the 
American Jewish community is already so low as 
to allow for no substantial further drop. 

The age structure of American Jewry today already 
offers little promise for a rapid natural increase of 
the Jewish population within the coming generations. 
The number of children is small and is falling. 
American Jews, because so many of them belong 
to the higher economic strata and are engaged in 
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the white collar occupations; because most of them 
live in large cities where the birth rate is generally 
lower; and because of the intensive rise in their cul- 
tural level—are already approaching the low birth 
rate of the Western European Jewries, despite the 
fact that as many as 90 per cent are themselves chil- 
dren of Eastern-European Jews. 


4) THE extent of the assimilatory influence of the 
majority population on the minority depends not 
only upon the quality of the majority culture, but 
also upon the opportunities for advancement which 
a particular political and economic regime affords 
the members of the minority group. This is particu- 
larly true in the case of a minority which suffers 
from a striking disproportion between the sum total 
of its intellectual energies and the opportunities for 
discharging these energies which exist within the 
minority group itself. On the other hand, the rate 
of assimilation of any community stands in an in- 
vetse ratio to the numerical strength of that com- 
munity, to its cohesiveness, to its attachment to its 
own religious and national values: to its resistance 
potential. 

If one applies these criteria to the position of the 
Jewish people one hundred years ago and today, one 
comes to the conclusion that there has been a radical 
change, from a set of conditions which were least 
conducive to assimilation to their very opposite. 

The majority of the Jewish people at the turn 
of the present century lived among peoples whose 
cultural level was, relatively speaking, very low; 
who were themselves objects of political oppression; 
who were economically backward, and whose rise 
on the economic ladder was more closely dependent 
upon mastering the language and culture of the oc- 
cupying power (the Russians and the Germans), 
than upon nurturing their own. The local popula- 
tions were not the masters of economic development 
in their home countries, Their own cultural influ- 
ence over the minorities in their environment was 
therefore at a minimum. On the other hand the influ- 
ence of the language and culture of the occupying 
powers was of course very great, but those were in- 
fluences that came from the outside, from a distance, 
from a foreign factor, and therefore they were less 
potent in their effect on the mass of the people and 
more easily resisted. 

The Jewish populations, moreover, were firmly 
rooted in their countries of domicile. They had lived 
there for hundred of years in a way of life distinctly 
their own; they had built a system of institutions 
which drew directly from the vast heritage of their 
past; they were therefore inspired by faith in their 
ability to withstand the assault of the non-Jewish 
environment and to develop their national identity 
more fully. The popular movements of social and 
national liberation were not only favorably disposed 
to Jews as individuals, but were sympathetic to the 
national aspirations of the Jewish people. The at- 
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mosphere was therefore conducive to a high degree 
of national creativity and to an optimistic outlook 
concerning the chance of the Jews to form their own 
autonomous life in the multi-national countries 
where they lived. 

The quantitative center of the Jewish people 
today lies in a country where a totally different set 
of conditions prevails. The United States wields 
the greatest political and economic power in the 
world today. The majority culture therefore offers 
tremendous opportunities for advancement to all the 
inhabitants, particularly to those with a rich in- 
tellectual heritage, with a great reservoir of cultural 
energy, for which no adequate outlet has been avail- 
able for a long time. The first two waves of Jewish 
mass immigration into the United States consisted 
of people with a small Jewish cultural ballast and 
with assimilationist convictions. Both the immigrants 
from Germany and the first arrivals from Eastern 
Europe were, in the main, unwilling and unable to 
utilize their newly found political freedoms for the 
establishment of an intensively Jewish form of life. 
On the contrary, they bent their energies upon up- 
rooting themselves from their past and becoming 
absorbed in their new cultural and linguistic environ- 
ment as rapidly as possible. This was a period of 
great economic, political, and cultural expansion in 
America. In every field of endeavor new opportun- 
ities were available which would have turned the 
head of the most ardent believer in Jewish cultural 
survival. Futhermore, the new arrivals could see with 
their own eyes how people of various nationalities— 
no less developed and no less proud than the Jews— 
were disappearing in the American melting pot and 
were aiding in the creation of the new American 
nation. It was almost inevitable that they should 
feel, out of loyalty to their new home, that it was 
their duty, too, to add their own distinctive features 
to the melting pot and to help in the process of 
crystallizing the new national organism. The birth 
of this new organism and the impressive economic 
development which ensued were evidence of the suc- 
cess of the process. Cultural pluralism, which was 
preached for a short time by a small group of cul- 
tural aesthetes, was never intended by its chief pro- 
tagonists to mean the preservation of the various 
original cultural and linguistic patterns indefinitely. 
The adhererents of this philosophy rather intended to 
exploit the various component cultures which made 
up the American melting pot to the fullest extent, 
in order to enrich the monolithic culture of the 
new American people which was slowly but surely 
coming into being. 

In Europe the main Jewish communities were 
situated in geographically contiguous areas. Galicia 
was near the Ukraine; Moldavia—near Bessarabia 
and therefore near Podolia; Lithuania was situated 
between White Russia and Poland; Latvia bordered 
on Lithuania, etc. This spatial compactness helped 
establish close economic, family, and cultural ties 
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between the various Jewish communities. On the 
American continent, on the other hand, a Jewish 
population of about 600,000 is spread over more 
than twenty countries of South America, covering 
vast distances and separated by days’ air travel one 
from the other; and the Jewry of the United States is 
also relatively scattered. 

As has already been stated, the process of disin- 
tegration of the Eastern European Jewish community 
was already in full swing even before the war. The 
most radical change of all had taken place within 
the Soviet Union. Whereas in 1897 only 4 per cent 
of Russian Jewry lived in Central Russia, as much 
as one third of Soviet Jewry lived there in 1939. This 
geographical change brought about a radical change 
in every other respect—in the proportion of the 
Jews in the general population, the degree of eco- 
nomic isolation of the Jewish community, the Jew- 
ish birth rate and consequently in the preservation 
of Jewish tradition and the development of Jewish 
community life. Substantial changes occurred in the 
other parts of the Soviet Union as well, even among 
the long-established Jewish communities in the small 
towns of the Ukraine and White Russia. There too 
the economic isolation of the Jews had come to an 
end. The Jews were absorbed in the economic struc- 
ture of the state, more and more lost their identity, 
and were forced to adapt themselves, linguistically 
and otherwise, to their environment. Of the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath, the most distinctive institution 
of the Jewish community, not a trace was left. The 
well-known attitude of the Jewish Communists 
toward Jewish religious and cultural traditions was 
of course a contributing factor to the rapid disinte- 
gration. 

Substantially the same process was in evidence in 
the other Eastern European countries. In the course 
of the fifty years preceding the Second World War 
the proportion of Jews in the urban population fell 
steadily with the growth of the cities. The Jewish 
economic isolation was on the decline with the influx 
of the non-Jewish population into the traditionally 
“Jewish” occupations. The rate of natural increase 
declined on the other hand, the capacity of the ma- 
jority peoples to assimilate the Jews in their midst 
grew with the liberation of most of the Eastern 
European peoples from the foreign yoke and the rise 
in their cultural and economic level. 

Nevertheless, despite this organic disintegration, 
the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe on the eve 
of the Hitler catastrophe constituted a massive pillar 
of strength. The signs of disintegration were but 
warning symptoms of the dangers which lay ahead 
for the Jewish people in their dispersion. This four- 
and-half-million-strong fortress — including the 
Jewries of Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Bessarabia, 
Bukovina and partly old Rumania, Slovakia and 
Carpatho-Russia and the Hungarian provinces—was 
still fundamentally healthy, capable of warding off 
the assimilatory pressures of the outside world. This 


47 





Compliments of 


FORDHAM TIRE COMPANY 


561 EAST FORDHAM ROAD 
BRONX, N. Y. 














HERE’S VALUE! 


ROOM WITH 
PRIVATE BATH 
AND RADIO 


HOTEL CHESTERFIELD 


At Radio City in Times Square 
130 West 49th Street, New York 


Write for Illustrated Booklet 























MANHATTAN REAL ESTATE 
Since 1868 


F. & G. PFLOMM 


Specializing in Management and Insurance 


1333 BROADWAY 
New York, N. Y. LAckawanna 4-7458 

















THE STEIN-DAVIES CO. 


285 MADISON AVENUE 










STillwell 4-8866 





EXETER HOSIERY MILLS, Inc. 
25-12 41st AVENUE 
Long Island City, N. Y. 


















—— 








48 


ASK YOUR DEALER FOR 


BUCHMAN- 
SILBERMAN 


73 30 


Better and Tastier 
with each year 


moe) ws 


@ One Family 
@ One Firm 
@ One Label 


Famous since 1876 


Under supervision 
of the Orthodox 
Rabbinate 


Atlas Import and 
Export Corp. 


1. L. Buchman, President 
M. M. Silberman, Treasurer 


190 Greene Street New York City 





Wb PDL GOGGLE PG GPG GEG GGG GG GE 


H. LEWKOWITZ, Inc. 
JEWELER 


288 GRAND STREET, NEW YORK 


SINCE 1888 





—SOSSSSSSSSSO 





> er - - 





Greetings from 


( 


Henry A. Dix and Sons | 


CORPORATION 


er 











Compliments of 
GAROD RADIO CORPORATION 


70 WASHINGTON STREET 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Manufacutrers of Electronic Equipment Since 1922 














¢ 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


fortress was strong enough to constitute the main 
human reservoir for the reconstruction of Palestine 
and to supply the scattered Jewish communities 
throughout the world with their religious and secular, 
leaders and teachers. Of the 55,000 khalutzim that 
came into Palestine in the course of the last twenty 
years and exerted so tremendous an influence on eco- 
nomic, social, and political character of the Yishuv, 
at least 80 per cent came from this Eastern European 
fortress. It was likewise the mainspring of all the 
social and cultural movements which agitated and 
fructified Jewish life throughout the world. 


With the sudden destruction of this national for- 
tress, the Jewish people has all at once lost the 
ground from under its feet. From the point of view 
of our survival reservoir, we have been reduced to 
the position of paupers. 

The new quantitative center of world Jewry—the 
Jews of the United States—is spiritually unprepared 
to take over the responsibility for continuing the 
golden chain of Jewish cultural life and for beating 
back the assault upon the survival of the Jews as a 
people. The Americal Jewish community is even less 
prepared to become the spiritual center of the Jew- 
ish communities which are scattered over some ninety 
countries throughout the world. The Jewish com- 
munity in Palestine, on the other hand, was built 
with the clear intention of providing an antidote 
to the threat which the Jewish people was facing, of 
giving the historical answer to the disintegration of 
the Eastern European fortress. It is geographically 
concentrated; it is economically as self-sufficient as 
any other healthy economic organism; it is demo- 
graphically sound, enjoying an adequate rate of 
natural increase and containing a high proportion 
of young people and children; it is linguistically and 
culturally homogeneous—at least as far the younger 
generation is concerned—and is well on the way to 
creating a highly integrated cultural pattern out of 
the many cultural strands that went into it. As a 
spiritual center, it already exerts a considerable influ- 
ence upon Jewish communities all over the world, 
even in the most distant points, and its substantial 
cultural growth in recent years and its conscious 
efforts to fulfill the role of a cultural center augur 
well for the extension of its influence in the near 
future. Despite its numerical weakness for, unfor- 
tunately, it is still relatively small, the Jewish com- 
munity of Palestine is already well on the way 
toward assuming the functions of that fortress of 
Jewish survival of which Jewry was deprived by the 
Hitler massacre. 
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Letter from Britain 


February 27. 


HE PAST MONTHS HAVE 
‘Lives much greater changes in 
the structure of this country than 
may be apparent to the outside 
world. It is all too easy to say: 
We are passing through a patch 
of bad weather. As soon as the sun 
shines again everything will be all 
right. 

When crisis day dawned on Feb- 
ruary 9th, it came as a shock to the 
population, It was cold, clothing 
was insufficient, food dull, difficult 
to obtain and inadequate. Indeed, 
to keep going was all people con- 
centrated on. Then the government 
announced that the coal supply was 
endangered. Power stations had 
the worst of it. All ships were lit 
by candles, which quickly disap- 
peared from the market. 

This country has been through 
a world war which it, together with 
the Allies, ostensibly won. Condi- 
tions in many parts of Europe today 
are undoubtedly worse, but during 
the war the well-worn phrase ‘‘there 
is a war on’’ was readily accepted as 
an excuse for all inconvenience and 
personal loss. To what do we at- 
tribute the present difficulties? The 
press, which is mainly conservative, 
immediately seized the opportunity 
to cry “Shinwell (Minister for Fuel 
and Power) must resign,” ‘The 
Government should resign,” “‘At- 
tlee ready for coalition govern- 
ment.’ Further, it was estimated 
that there would be six million un- 
employed by the end of the first 
week, since industry — except for 
the ‘essential’ category—was also 
shut down. A panic atmosphere 
was deliberately created. Natu- 
rally the man-in-the-street grum- 
bled all day long. This was not 
what he had been led to expect. 
His resistance has in any case been 
weakened, and now the precious 
hearth itself was imperiled. 

But although the position has 


by Hannah Stein 


not improved, most people have ac- 
cepted the crisis with the same spirit 
which dominated their “carry on” 
attitude throughout the war. After 
almost three weeks of industrial 
shut-down, there are two million un- 
employed and not the quickly esti- 
mated six million. Today the press 
no longer demands resignations. 
Everyone has come to realize that 
the root of the trouble lies far 
deeper than the spell of exception- 
ally cold weather. It is generally 
admitted that the position is partly 
due to the neglect of the mining 
industry — miners’ low wages, 
their call-up during the war, out- 
dated machinery—and partly this 
is a hangover from the war—its 
tremendous cost in men, material, 
houses, and the resulting reduction 
of exports which alone can pay for 
the necessary imports. 


THE Government recently issued 
a White Paper on the economic 
state of the nation. It records in 
sombre terms the difficulties of 
the moment, stressing that more 
work per man-year is required in 
order to raise our exports to 175 


per cent of the 1938 volume and to 
maintain production for essential 
home consumption. Further, al- 
most every argument boils down 
to the question of manpower and 
the White Paper suggests three ways 
of increasing the labor force by 
100,000 additional workers by the 
end of 1947: (i) Reduction of un- 
employment by building new fac- 
tories in the “development areas,” 
where unemployment results from 
the fact that there are not enough 
factories; (ii) An appeal to women 
to enter industry and to old people 
to postpone retirement; (ili) Re- 
cruitment of foreign labor, in par- 
ticular utilization of the Poles al- 
ready in this country and the bring- 
ing over of displaced persons. 

It may not be out of place to 
analyze the recruitment of foreign 
labor more closely. The England of 
today is a country from which hun- 
dreds of thousands wish to emi- 
grate. Only those who are worse off 
might consider immigration, and 
that is where the displaced persons 
come in. It should be stated at 
once that certain Trade Union sec- 
retaries have immediately reacted 
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by stating that “there is bound to 
be considerable trouble’ if foreign 
labor ‘‘is to be the means of pre- 
venting the meeting of the just 
demands of the workers.” The Gov- 
ernment’s desire to bring foreign 
labor to England has not yet re- 
ceived the country’s blessing, and 
for the time being the merits of 
the case are being hotly debated 
in the House of Commons, news- 
papers, and local bars. 


But the proposal has now been 
voiced in an official Government 
publication and it has not come as 
a surprise. For the past fortnight 
the press and even cinemas have 
given publicity to a cleverly con- 
ducted campaign by none other than 
Sir Frederick Morgan K.C.B. It 
will be remembered that Sir Fred- 
erick resigned from his post as 
head of UNRRA’s D. P. Operations 
in Germany in August last, not long 
after he had remarked that Jewish 
displaced persons were being di- 
rected from place to place by cer- 
tain Jewish organizations and that 
their pockets were bulging with 
money and they were well-fed and 
well-clothed. This same man is now 
directing his entire efforts to the 
“importation” of suitable DP’s. 
In his humanitarian way, he an- 
nounces that a pigsty in England 
would seem like a palace to them. 
He suggests the bringing of 250,- 
000 from the British zone to this 
country, housing them in Army 
camps. Since “we have to feed 
them in Germany anyway,” food 
would be no problem. They are to 
“acclimatize to the English way of 
life.” They will undoubtedly get 
to know the English climate whilst 
lving in disused army camps; but 
to what extent will the average 
Englishman receive them? Espe- 
cially when the next question raised 
by Sir Frederick is: ‘“‘As workers 
I believe that the chief difficulty 
with them is not that they would 
do too little, but that they would 
do too much. They work unbe- 
lievably hard.” 

Perhaps it is this last sentence 
which aroused the Trade Unions to 
their attitude. 


Close on the heels of Sir Fred- 
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erick’s efforts follows the threat by 
Sir Sholto Douglas, British C-in-C 
that “from now on the 234,000 
DP’s in the British zone will be 
required to leave Germany, of 
work, or remain in idleness in their 
present camps at a reduced ration.” 
In recent months we have seen a 
trend to exert pressure on DP’s, 
and now the ideal solution seems to 
have been found: they are to work 
in Germany, receive equal treat- 
ment to the Germans, or else live 
on a starvation diet. Since the at- 
titude towards Germany today is 
one of pity coupled with a desire 
to utilize its resources and thus 
to put it back on its feet, the dis- 
placed person may, in the end, find 
that he will receive better treatment 
as a German citizen than as the un- 
wanted individual he is at present. 

And then the guardian angel, the 
British employer, will come looking 
for suitable labor: miners, textile 
and clothing workers, domestic ser- 
vants, hospital floor washers, etc., 
etc. So far nothing has been said 
as to the freedom which the dis- 
placed person will have in the 
choice of his future country of dom- 
icile. Will those with families in 
other countries be given a choice? 
Will they be granted unlimited stay 
with the hope of naturalization? 
When will the pigsty be changed 
into reasonable housing conditions? 
What assistance can they expect if 
a sudden crisis leads to unemploy- 
ment in their particular trade or in- 
dustry, since they can hardly be ex- 
pected to have any resources to fall 
back on? 

We are told that Belgium, France, 
Argentina, Brazil are all scrambling 
to engage the suddenly desirable 
displaced persons’ labor resources. 
Judging from all this activity it 
might be assumed that the entire 
D. P. problem can be solved in no 
time. Is such an assumption jus- 
tified? What is to happen to the 
many displaced persons who do not 
fall within the desired labor cate- 
gories, for example, the former law- 
yer, doctor, bank employee, the mer- 
chant, businessman, factory owner? 
And what of the many unskilled 
workers, or those who, by virtue of 
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Rebuild Palestine’s Economic Defenses 


THROUGH 


PIONEER WOMEN 


Martial law has dealt a grievous blow to Jewish Palestine’s 
economy. Millions of dollars have been lost as a result of 
fifteen days’ cessation of production and commerce. To meet 
the emergency the Jewish Agency has proclaimed 


Economic Hagana 


MOATZATH HAPOALOTH, represent- 
ing 70,000 organized working 
women who carry on the vital tasks 
of rehabilitation for the new Aliyah, 
military occupation, curfews and 
marital law notwithstanding, has 
also proclaimed Economic Hagana. 


PIONEER WOMEN have met the chal- 
lenge of economic warfare by im- 
mediate mobilization to help 
strengthen the economic defenses of 
the Moatzath Hapoaloth. Within one 
week $150,000 was pooled and for- 
warded to their sister organization 
in Palestine. 





MOATZATH a) Establishment of Infants’ Homes, Kindergartens, and 
re a other children’s services in Immigrant Clearance Camps 
HAPOALOTH and Hostels. 
REBUILDS 6) Readjustmnt of women in camps to responsibilities of 
normal living. 
JEWISH c) Building of new children’s homes and enlargement of 
LIVES existing insttiutions, where rescued children may be re- 
stored to physical and spiritual health. 
TODAY d) Training immigrant women and Palestinian youth for 
through agriculture and industry. 
e) Re-education of women, youth and children toward a 
the productive life as future builders of the Jewish homeland. 


LET GOOD PREVAIL IN PALESTINE 


PIONEER WOMEN have launched a special GIFT FUND, 
based on the Hebrew word TOV, which means GOOD and 
represents the figure 17, so that we, in America, may enable 
them, in Palestine, to spread wellbeing to thousands who have 


been oppressed for so long. 


YOU CAN HELP REBUILD JEWISH LIVES 
SUPPORT THE GIFT FUND OF PIONEER WOMEN! 





Gift Fund, Pioneer Women 
45 East 17th St., New York 


I enclose my check of $ 


for the Gift Fund of Pioneer Women to 





help the Moatzath Hapoaloth spread well-being for thousands who have at long 


last come home to Palestine. 
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discrimination, have never learned 
anything? What of the children, 
the ailing and the old? 

These questions have not been 
put, but it is possible that they 
will form the category whose lot 
can be solved with the magic word 
“repatriation.”’ The method is at 
hand: No food, or go back where 
you came from! In this way it is 
hoped to eliminate the sore spot on 
the conscience of humanity: (i) 
immigration of the “useful” dis- 
placed persons into whichever coun- 
try snatches them first, and (ii) re- 
patriation of the residue. 

As an aside it might be added 
that Great Britain has agreed to 
pay General Anders’ Poles — who 
have been granted permanent asy- 
lum in this country — £600,000 a 
year in disability and widow pen- 
sions alone, and the House of Com- 
mons was told that some of this 
expenditure would continue for 40 
or 50 years. Further, that the ben- 
eficiaries ‘‘might include Poles who 
had at one time served under the 
Germans.” Seeing that anti-Se- 
mitic Poles can receive such excep- 
tional treatment, one might in fair- 
ness ask: How will the changed 
circumstances affect the Jewish dis- 
placed persons? 


IT sEEMS clear that the bulk of the 
Jews left in Germany, Austria and 
Italy will not be eligible to fill labor 
gaps in the various countries; there- 
fore pressure can be expected to 
be brought to bear for their repa- 
triation. However, when analyzing 
the attitude towards displaced per- 
sons of Jewish religion — as Sir 
Frederick Morgan calls them — Pal- 
estine cannot be left out of the pic- 
ture. 

The Palestine Conference has 
ended in deadlock. Mr. Bevin de- 
clared that the entire question would 
be passed on to the United Nations 
for that body to evolve a policy. 
On the other hand, Mr. Creech 
Jones, Secretary of State for the Col- 
onies, said on February 25th: “We 
are not going to the United Na- 
tions to surrender the Mandate. We 
are going to the United Nations set- 
ting out the problem and asking for 
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their advice as to how the Man- 
date can be administered.” From 
this it is clear that if the advice of 
the United Nations does not coin- 
cide with the wishes of the British 
Government, the Government is 
not bound to accept it. 

In the meantime the Palestinian 
situation is presumably to remain 
static. All sides are implored to 
maintain order, to “‘acquiesce,”” un- 
til the UN Assembly meeting in 
September. It can reasonably be 
expected that the Assembly will 
turn over the problem to a special 
committee, or to the Security or 
Trusteeship Councils. The commit- 
tee might be asked to report back 
to the Assembly, either during that 
session or, months later, to the next 
session. Why not place the matter 
before the appropriate body now? 

Can it be that the latest delaying 
tactics, coupled with the suggested 
import of foreign labor, the wind- 
ing-up of UNRRA, the cry for re- 
patriation — -are all part of the 
game of dissolving the displaced 
persons problem, and the Jewish dis- 
placed persons problem in particular, 
before a final Palestinian policy has 
been laid down? 


Conversation Regarding 
Terror 


by Eliezer Liebenstein 


NE WAS a Palestinian Jew, 

the other — his friend, an 
Englishman from London. There 
were many ties which bound the 
two together and permitted them 
to speak to each other with all 
frankness, The Jew had always ad- 
mired the achievements of the Brit- 
ish people in the field of law and 
government, while the Englishman 
was known to be sensitive to 
Jewish suffering and favorably dis- 
posed to Jewish aspirations. They 
met in a West End club, a favorite 
meeting place of London’s intellec- 
tual circles. The time—early Feb- 
ruary, 1947, shortly after the Pales- 
tinian government had handed the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine its ul- 
timatum to cooperate in the drive 
against the terrorists or face the 
threat of martial law. 


AFTER the usual exchange of pleas- 
antries, the Englishman began: 

“I can’t understand why you re- 
fuse to take active steps against 
the terrorists. I realize that people 
imbued with strong nationalist pride 
are not inclined to act as informers 
for a government which they con- 
sider hostile and foreign. But why 
not act as equal partners with that 
government in a parallel effort to 
stamp out the terrorists? After all, 
it is primarily a moral question: 
If you admit that the terror is a 
crime — as your spokesmen have 
stated on many occasions—then you 
are morally obligated to take steps 
against it as you would against any 
other crime. If, on the other hand, 
you don’t really subscribe to this 
view, then you are obviously guilty 
of duplicity in an extreme form. 
Forgive me for being so frank, but 
you will agree that otherwise we 
can’t hope to get anywhere. .. .” 

To which the Jew replied: “Your 
attempt to penetrate through the 
fog of double-talk and diplomatic 
phraseology to the core of the prob- 
lem has impressed me very much. 
I shall try to be as outspoken as 
you are. It is true that a number 
of the acts of the terrorists are con- 
sidered crimes in the eyes of the 
Jewish community. We are not 
happy over these acts even when 
they cause us no political damage, 
but most of the time they consti- 
tute an inner threat which no out- 
sider can quite appreciate. When 
the chosen representatives of the 
Jewish community condemn these 
acts as moral crimes, they are utterly 
sincere in their statements. But this 
is not the issue. The real issue is: 
Are the terrorists’ acts the only 
crime which is now being com- 
mitted in Palestine? Or, are they 
the worst crime? Are not greater 
crimes being perpetrated there every 
hour of the day, and is not the 
problem we are facing—and a diffi- 
cult moral problem it is, too—how 
to react to the both classes of crimes 
at the same time?” 

The waiter brought in some coffee 
and some dry English cakes. When 
he left, the Englishman picked up 
the thread of the conversation which 
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had been momentarily left sus- 
pended in mid-air: 

“I know what you refer to: the 
White Paper. I admit, it is a bad 
policy. Even if I were an anti- 
Zionist, I would not have favored 
such an inelastic policy, especially 
as regards immigration. But I am 
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not talking in political terms at 
present. I am merely considering 
the moral question: Is one justified 
in fighting against a mistaken pol- 
icy with criminal methods? Politi- 
cal errors are gne thing, and crimi- 
nal acts quite another.” 


“Here,” replied the Jew, “we 
have perhaps come to the core of 
the problem. For you the White 
Paper policy is but a policy—be it 
even a wrong policy, as you yourself 
admit—but to us it is nothing short 
of a crime: a capital crime, murder 
of men, women and children—to- 
day as well as in the past. And the 
people who were murdered—and 
are still being murdered—are our 
brothers and sisters, our fathers and 
sons. The British policy in Palestine 
is to us a crime—and not merely 
an attempt to solve a complicated 
political problem, one of the many 
besetting the British Empire today. 
I won't speak of the hundreds of 
thousands who were slaughtered in 
Europe during the war simply be- 
cause His Majesty's Government 
pursued a policy of hindering Jew- 
ish immigration to Palestine. But 
the situation hasn’t changed even 
today. You speak with bitterness 
about the fifty-eight British soldiers 
and policemen who were killed in 
Palestine in the course of the last 
year while discharging their duty. 
You have our sympathy on this 
score, but how many hundreds and 
thousands of Jews have fallen, in 
the course of the same year, in Po- 
land and in Hungary, in Tripoli- 
tania and in the Arab lands? Cer- 
tainly we could have spared them 
their fate if it were not for the 
White Paper regime. And what 
about the Jews in the displaced per- 
sons’ camps in Germany and Italy, 
who have achieved temporary physi- 
cal security, but are rapidly disin- 
tegrating morally amidst a growing 
sense of hopelessness? And your 
press has the gall to turn up their 
noses at these people, because some 
of them have been found to be 
engaged in black market activity! 
For us, then, there is not one cate- 
goty of terror in Palestine today, 
but two: and the second category 
appears to us no less criminal be- 
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cause it is the coolly calculated pol- 
icy of a great empire, rather than 
the work of a few desperate youths 
who have lost hope of ever achiev- 
ing anything by any other means.” 


THE ENGLISHMAN pulled out his 
pipe, stuffed it with tobacco and lit 
it up, gathering his thoughts all 
the while. “I realize,” he said fi- 
nally, ‘that from the Jewish point 
of view certain things appear in a 
totally different light from the way 
they appear to the British; and I 
can see why every Jew must feel 
substantially as you do about the 
situation. Nevertheless, it seems to 
me that somewhat different conclu- 
sions might be drawn from your 
premises: If both forms of terror 
are equally criminal, wouldn’t you 
say then that they should both be 
fought at the same time—and all- 
out? The existence of the British 
kind of terror should in no way 
serve as an excuse for inactivity 
against the Jewish kind, just as the 
fight against the latter should in 
no wise weaken the struggle against 
the former. Am I not right?” 

“Yes, you are to some extent, 
but it all depends on what you mean 
when you say ‘all-out.’ Do you 
British really fight against every 
single wrongdoing by force of 
arms or do you rather reserve thr 
use of physical and military force 
for extreme casés, and only when it 
is politically expedient?” 

The Englishman interrupted, 
though this was not his wont: “Of 
course, we don’t resort to force in 
every case. Don’t forget, Britain’s 
might today is not what it used to 
be, and our commitments are per- 
haps greater than they ever were. 
We must govern our actions not by 
a categorical imperative, but by our 
military capacity, which is becoming 
limited indeed.” 

“This time you are quite right, 
perhaps more than you think. But 
remember that our forces, too, are 
limited, even more limited than 
yours. We haven't the strength to 
fight on all fronts at the same time. 
Do you really think we are able to 
fight simultaneously, both against 
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the terror of the Jewish dissident 

groups with any chance of success? 

Would you say this was a realistic 

policy for us? Can a community of 

some 650,000 souls engage the 

outer foe and at the same time get i 

involved in a serious inner con- i 

flict, without bringing grave conse- 

quences upon its head? Or do you 
perhaps suggest that we should 

W fight against the White Paper only 

with resolutions and demonstrations, 

and concentrate our physical 


New BANKING HOuRS strength on the fight against the 


Jewish terror?” 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. “No, I don’t propose that you do 


Thursdays 9 A. M. to 7 P.M. that. I have no right to do it. 
The problem is really very com- 
plicated. . . . I see that perhaps 
the government should not have 
tried to involve the Jews in the 
fight against terrorism. Both on a 
political and on a moral level each 
FULTON STREET AND DE KALB AVENUE had better act on his own—in his 

Bensonhurst: 86th Street and 19th Avenue own way and with the means at his 

Flatbush: Avenue J and Coney Island Avenue disposal. But why not try to look 
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MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION at the situation from the point of 
view of the government (I know 
you don’t have to do it, but it might roe 
help clarify matters somewhat). As 
a government, it cannot possibly 
tolerate terror of any kind. Without 
the aid of the Jewish community it 


is apparently unable to liquidate the 
terror. What, then, is the way out? 














We wish our many good Jewish Let’s forget for a moment the com- 
plicated moral questions—look at 
Friends and Customers a very the situation from a plain common 


sense point of view—what is the 
happy Passover Holiday. pene ey oe? 
Now caME the Jew’s turn to think 
a while: He was searching for aa 
answer that would be both morally 
defensible and practicable, that 
e would stand the test of the English- 
man’s ‘‘common sense.” 
“As far as the moral principles 
are concerned,” he began slowly, 
“there is no difference between us. 
j , We both agree — do we not — 
United Cigar-Whelan that the White Paper should be 
abolished and that the doors of 
Stores Cor Palestine should be opened to Jew- an 
Pp. ish immigration. But the problem 
is, How to get the British govern- 
ment to accept the same view, which 
they reject for reasons of Real- 
politik? Don’t you think that they 
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might come closer to our conclu- 
sion if they realized that their pres- 
ent policy, at any rate, is unrealistic, 
that they can find no way out as 


long as they persist in it? To real- 
ize that there is no way out is itself 
sometimes a way out... .” 

The Englishman smiled. 


DIGEST OF THE MONTH 





A Soldier’s Report 


The following two illuminating reports on 
the state of mind of British troops in Pales- 
tine were written for the New Statesman 
and Nation, British left-wing periodical by 
An Infantry Officer.” The first appeared in 
January 18, and the second im the Febru- 
ary 8 issue. 


AM writing as an infantry officer 

who spent the year 1946 in Pales- 
tine: I hope in this short article to 
sketch the attitude of the British soldier 
towards the population, both Jew and 
Arab. 

The British soldier in Palestine is 
violently anti-Jewish. He enjoys the 
searching of Jewish settlements, he 
likes to see the men of the settlements 
herded together in wire pens, and he 
is happy if some of them are taken 
away in Army lorries to a deteution 
camp. Only a rigid discipline prevents 
him from using violence on these oc- 
casions, and he thinks it typical of the 
mentality of his officers that they should 
impose such restraint upon him—on 
the whole the wartime officers are less 
anti-Semitic than the rest of the Army 
(the Regular Army officers are the 
most violently anti-Semitic of all, but 
it is only fair to say that they never 
allow this to prevent them from im- 
posing a rigid restraint on their men). 

This is a terrible statement to make. 
But it must be understood that the 
soldiers in Palestine today are not the 
soldiers who were in Palestine during 
the war years and who were received 
so affectionately into Jewish homes. 
They are very young men in high Age 
and Service Groups, and they are em- 
bittered in any case by the slowness of 
demobilization; they reached Palestine 
after the Bevin speech of November, 
1945, and they think that Jews are all 
potential gangsters who blow up rail- 
way trains and kill their comrades (and 
it isa common boast in Palestine among 
the troops that they will one day get 
great pleasure from “cleaning up” 


Brighton! ). They are incapable—intel- © 


lectually so, I think—of drawing any 
distinction between the mass of the 
Jewish population and the extreme ter- 
rorist groups. The Jewish Agency 
(which they cannot understand), Ha- 
ganah, Irgun, Stern Gang, the ordinary 
hard-working settler, the displaced 


Jews of Europe—they are all “bastard 
Yids” to the soldier, beneath contempt, 
and fit only for brutal treatment, 

I am putting this strongly because I 
am certain that the true strength of 
this feeling is not yet fully appreciated 
at home. It cannot be put too strongly, 
and there is a certain sense of the in- 
evitable about it that is so tragic. 

It is not true, as certain Jewish 
circles have claimed, that British troops 
are given anti-Semitic lectures before 
embarking for Palestine; or, rather, it 
is not true as far as I know, and if it 
has happened in isolated cases then it 
has been done despite the wishes of 
the Higher Command to the contrary.* 
In my own battalion I myself gave a 
lecture, lasting an hour, on the general 
problem of Palestine: I have the script 
of that lecture before me as I write, 
and it is, if anything, written with a 
slightly pro-Jewish bias (it gives that 
impression now; it was not intentional 
at the time). During the year I have 
given many lectures to the same unit, 
notably after the Commission’s report 
in May, and after the Commons debate 
of July 2nd. And it is significant that 
on each occasion the audience was be- 
coming progressively more hostile to 
any fair presentation of the problem. 
“Why should we admit 100,000 of the 
bastards—there are too many of them 
here already?” was typical of the ques- 
tions asked in May. “Why did we treat 
them so kindly?” was typical of the 
questions asked after the military op- 
erations at the end of June. I would like 
to add that in my own unit the debate 
of July 2nd was reproduced in the 
dining-hall. It is only fair to say that 
H.Q. Palestine issued extracts from 
Hansard on this debate: the extracts 
were very fair and were released with 
no comment other than a request that 
they be brought to the notice of all 
ranks. I mention these points because I 
do not believe that the Army has been 
guilty of a deliberate attempt to mis- 
inform the troops or to prevent them 
from learning what is going on. The 
Jewish Palestine Post is taken by most 
Army canteens and “quiet rooms.” 





* The author apparently missed Gen. 
Barker’s non-fraternization order which 
called upon the soldiers to “show their con- 
tempt” for the Jews by “striking at their 
pockets.”—-Ed, JEWISH FRONTIER 
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It is impossible to pretend that the 
soldier's attitude to the Jewish popula- 
tion is excusable except on the grounds 
of invincible ignorance. Yet we must 
remember that British soldiers have 
been killed, and deliberately killed in 
a most cold-blooded manner, by Jews, 
and that British soldiers were allowed 
to inspect the arms dump that was dis- 
covered at Meshek Yagur, with its dia- 
bolical burying of arms under the floor 
of the nursery. (I think this last point 
is of great psychological importance; 
that the innocence of children should 
be so exploited caused a widespread 
and immediate reaction among the sen- 
timental English.) * We must remem- 
ber, too, that the Jewish press has con- 
tinually conducted a campaign against 
the British troops, accusing them of 
brutality, theft, looting and  war- 
mongering: there were cases of bru- 
tality here and there (which were al- 
ways treated with the strongest dis- 
ciplinary action, anyway), but most of 
the accusations under this heading were 
untrue. Disciplinary action has always 
been taken against looting, and all 
reasonable precautions made to stop it. 
But the Army has its share of “bad 
hats”—and it also has its share of men 
from battles of Western Europe, where 
looting was not punished so severely! 

Nor do the troops like the attitude 
of the Jewish population towards them 
in public: the soldier is friendly by 
nature. Had the Jewish population 
been prepared to sympathize with him 
(he, as much as they, is a victim of 
political confusion) much of his anti- 
Semitism might have been dispelled. 
If he had been welcomed into their 
settlements in 1946 as his predecessors 
had been in 1940 he might have melted 
under the combined influence of beer, 
coffee and pleasant conversation. But 
he is not so welcomed: the “friendly” 
soldiers had gone home by the end of 
1945—this was also considered to be 
part of a diabolical British scheme to 
replace troops with Jewish sympathies 
by troops without: actually, of course, 
it was due to the demobilization. 

To those who tried to be fair and to 
promote mutual understanding, the po- 
sition was awful indeed. The troops 
would go to a dance in the nearby Jew- 
ish village, the girls would be quite 
friendly, and we began to hope for an 
improvement in outlook. Then, the 
next day, there would be an explosion 
in which British soldiers were killed, 
Jewish places of aniusement would be 
placed out of bounds, the Jewish press 
would intensify its attacks on the 
troops, and we were back again to the 
level of mutual hostility. 


*The first stone buildings in Kibbutzim 
were generally children’s houses, which con- 
sequently were located so as to serve also 
as defense stockades.—Ed. J.F. 
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At the moment the troops prefer 
Arabs to Jews because Arabs are peace- 
ful and Jews are not—and that is all 
there is to it. There is no more under- 
standing of Arab problems than there 
is of Jewish problems, no desire to 
appreciate Arab political aspirations. 
But because the bombs are planted by 
Jews, and because the Arab press 
(though equally hostile) is quite un- 
intelligible, the troops rather like to 
think that Palestine is an Arab country, 
and that the Jews have no right to be 
there at all. They are not interested in 
the Arab revolt of 1936-9, not in- 
terested in the dismal war record of 
Arab soldiers, not interested in the 
plain fact that the Arab world, like the 
Jewish world, also dislikes His Maj- 
esty’s Foreign Secretary. 


This is not to say that the troops 
like the Arabs, but rather that they find 
them peaceful and amusing. A private 
soldier can swear at an Arab and can 
bully an Arab without fear: but he 
cannot do that to a Jew. He regards 
the Arab as an inferior being, several 
hundreds of years out of date: the Jew, 
being a European, and in most matters 
being far better informed than the sol- 
dier, himself, is an object of fear. The 
friendly relationship between soldier 
and Arab is illusory, liable to end at 
any minute. If Arab hostility to British 
policy were to show itself in armed 
action the British troops would regard 
such action as treacherous, and would 
no doubt eagerly accept the coopera- 
tion of the “civilized” Jews, arms 
dumps and all. The soldier’s outlook is 
determined not by his reason but by 
his emotions. Palestine is a place where 
ignorance is far removed from bliss. 


Operation Against Jews 


I APPEARS that extensive military 
operations may very soon be di- 
rected in Palestine by General Barker 
against — well, against whom? There 
is, of course, a precedent for military 
operations; such operations were car- 
ried out during the last week-end of 
June, 1946. They were then directed 
against the Haganah; and against the 
Palmakh, which is the well-trained 
spearhead of the Haganah. What hap- 
pened last time? 


It was during the afternoon of a 
very hot Friday that dozens of Com- 
manding Officers issued their orders 
for the operation—and very strange 
orders they were. Army officers, used 
to the issuing of orders against the Ger- 
mans or the Japanese, were at a loss 
on this occasion. The set formula which 
had been battered into them at Staff 
Colleges didn’t seem to apply very ac- 
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PICTURE QUIZ: 


Which one of these people gives the 
tight reason for buying U.S. Bonds? 


(answer Betow ) 





4. Plans for the future! “Ten years 
from now, the money I'll get for my 
U.S. Bonds will help to send my kids to 
college, or buy our family a new home.” 





2. Rainy day! “Maybe a tainy day’s 
coming for me. Maybe it isn’t. But ’m 
taking no chances, That’s why I’m buy- 
ing all the U.S. Bonds I can through my 
Payroll Savings Plan.” 





THE ANSWER 


Both of these people gives the 
“right” reason—because there’s 
more than one right reason for 
buying U.S. Bonds. 

Whichever way you buy them 
—through Payroll Savings, or 
your local bank or post office — 
U.S. Bonds are the best invest- 
ment you can make! 
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curately in’ this particular instance. 
They came unstuck at the very begin- 
ning of their orders, under the head- 
ings of INFORMATION and INTEN- 
TION. “Information about our own 
troops” — yes, that was all right. But, 
“Information about the enemy”—this 
was very hard. Technically, there was 
no enemy. And “Intention”? Well, it 
was generally considered that the opera- 
tion was to be directed against the 
Haganah; and I used the phrase “gen- 
erally considered” because this aspect 
of the business was in most cases left 
very vague. Remarks were made about 
“hoping to strike at Haganah and thus 
drive the thin end of a wedge between 
the moderates and the extremists.” 
But they were only remarks; if any di- 
rect written orders were ever issued on 
this operation then they were care- 
fully concealed. 


This was very important. It meant 
that the two Divisions of troops who 
were in Palestine at the time knew very 
little about the job they were doing. 
They left their camps in the early hours 
of a Saturday morning, fully armed, 
knowing that they were to search Jew- 
ish settlements. But they did not know 
why. "And, later on, they pushed young 
male Jews into wire cages at the or- 
ders of their officers. They did not 
know who these men were or what 
they had done; they thought (in their 
ignorance they could hardly be ex- 
pected to think otherwise) that these 
were the men who had blown up rail- 
way trains, who had killed British sol- 
diers. But were they? The officers knew 
a little more than this; they knew that 
these men were supposed to be on a 
certain mysterious Black List. 


All right then, there was a Black 
List. But it wasn’t very helpful; im- 
agine the absurdity of looking for a 
man called, let us say, ISRAEL COHEN, 
who was aged 32, and was last seen 
in Tel Aviv! It was rather like look- 
ing for a JOE SMITH, aged 43, and 
last seen in Burton-on-Trent. I do not 
know how many Israel Cohens were 
taken away from their settlements 
during those days. Or if the “wanted” 
Israel Cohen was actually found, then 
what? He was a member of Haganah. 
Two days after the end of these opera- 
tions, I was speaking to a Jewish Dis- 
trict Officer; he opened the window of 
his room and spread out his arm in a 
wide semi-circle that embraced the 
whole valley outside and he said, 
quietly: “You know, all the men of 
this valley are active members of Ha- 
ganah. One hundred pre cent.” Then he 
smiled. At that time about two thou- 
sand Jewish males were in concentra- 
tion camps, members of Haganah. Yet 
of those who remained in the settle- 








Janis cid 


AprRIL, 1947 









DK HAYNES 


CESAR ROMERO 
CELESTE HOLM 






VERA-ELLEN 








ANNE REVERE J. CARROL NAISH 
oirected by GREGORY RATOFF 


Produced by 


PLUS BIG IN-PERSON STAGE SHOW | 


sai ROXY 


LECUONA CUBAN BOYS 


WILLIAM A. BACHER 









7th Ave, & 30th St. 





ments, one hundred per cent were ac- 
tive members of Haganah and made 
no attempt to conceal it. 

But then, it will be said, important 
discoveries were made during that 
week-end. Yes; map-making machines 
were found, and apparatus that had 
been used to teach wireless signalling 
to small children, and training pam- 
phlets and . . . and there was the arms 
dump at Meshek Yagur. The opera- 
tions were agaifist persons and were 
not a search for things like this, but 
even so certain things were found. The 
British soldiers thought that important 
things were discovered, and the expen- 
sive picture papers showed a photo- 
graph of General Barker entering an 
arms cache. This was all very well at 
the time, but even then it prompted 
certain questions. The Jewish press said 
quite cheerfully that of course there 
were arms caches in Palestine; they had 
been made during the war with the 
full approval of the British military 
authorities. In fact, if certain sections 
of the Jewish press were to be believed, 
the soldiers had merely discovered 
something about which the British 
authorities already had full informa- 
tion. The soldier in July 1946 was 
greatly puzzled by the claims of the 
Jewish press. Was he helping to ex- 
terminate terrorism or was he jailing 
his allies? 

The actual operation was unpleas- 
ant. At four o'clock on the morning 
of the Jewish Sabbath a young girl 
left her bungalow to see to the cattle. 
There were movements in the bushes 
outside the wire perimeter of her settle- 
ment. As the light increased she saw 
khaki soldiers. A complete battalion 
of them. She ran back, and presently 
the whole settlement was a buzz of 
voices. The Commanding Officer went 
smartly to the locked gate and sum- 
moned the leading villager. He had 
come, he said, to search for certain peo- 
ple. If the villagers co-operated there 
would be no bloodshed. His men would 
search the houses, take the names of 
all the villagers, and go away quietly. 
The leader of the settlement would 
enter each house with one of the army 
officers, and a police officer would en- 
ter also. The troops would enter the 
settlement but would not enter the 
houses. And so on. And if the troops 
were not allowed to enter peacefully— 
well, there were Bren carriers to push 
down the gate. 

The Jews had no alternative. On the 
first day, the Sabbath, they were taken 
by surprise, but on the second and third 
days they were prepared. So the num- 
ber of Black Listed men who were 
actually found decreased from day to 
day. They played for time, pretended 
that the keys to the gate had been lost, 
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or that it was impossible to give an an- 
swer to the British commander with- 
out first summoning the council of vil- 
lagers. And so on. It was a farce that 
became tedious with repetition. So did 
the continual answer to the question, 
“Your name please’—“I am a Jew 
from Palestine.” And the answer to 
that? “Put him in the cage, Sergeant 
Major. How the devil do I know if 
he’s on the list or not if the damned 
fellow won't give his name?” True, 
of course, but it merely filled the cages 
with young men whose only crime was 
a mixture of national feeling and anger 
at being disturbed. It was, as I say, a 
farce. 


But not always a farce. There were 
men who came for interrogation whose 
arms were branded with the numbers 
which they'd received in Nazi concen- 
tration camps. “That,” said the realistic 
police officer, “is a red herring. Don’t 
get sentimental about it, old man.” And 
their ages? Well, after a few years in 
a concentration camp and another year 
and a half of travel across Europe a 
man’s age becomes deceptive. “Israel 
Cohen, aged 32, last seen... .” The man 
might well look a good fifty or more. 


Late on the first evening, as the sun 
was setting, I was standing with a cor- 
poral on the grass just inside a settle- 
ment gate. Outside there was a cage 
which contained twenty or thirty Jews, 
singing national songs and guarded by 
the Pioneer Sergeant. The search of 
this particular village was almost com- 
plete. The troops were filing out into 
the road—smartly, to show just how 
well disciplined they were; and they 
were well disciplined too, or there 
would have been much unpleasantness. 
A group of young Jewish girls gathered 
beside us. The troops left, and we 
turned to go out ourselves. A girl with 
tears streaming down her cheeks spat 
into our faces. “You are worse than 
the Nazis,” she said. We turned away. 
It is not true, but that she should 
feel it shows that something has gone 
wrong. 


Did the operations succeed? They 
showed, we were told, that the British 
forces in Palestine could now take the 
initiative. Before this weekend all the 
initiative had come from the terrorists. 
And so the British army in Palestine, 
100,000 strong, took action against the 
Haganah. From all over the country 
Jews were brought into concentration 
camps in army lorries. They were held 
there for many weeks without trial. 
Then they were released—almost all of 
them. 

What was achieved? Anything or 
nothing? And what is going to happen 
when the Army takes the initiative 
again? Only General Barker knows. 
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Arab Military Power 


A. WALLENSTEIN in Palestine Infor- 
mation (Nov. 1946) reports as follows 
on the military strength of the Arab 
States: 

HE EAST is still shrouded in its 

mystery. The compatibility of the 
tyranny of the rulers of Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia with the principles of 
democracy and the Charter of U.N.O. 
is a secret known only to the East. How 
the more progressive Arab countries 
with constitutional regimes, such as the 
Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Transjordan and 
Iraq, are able to reconcile the extremely 
low standard of living of their masses 
with present day concepts of social im- 
provement is again one of the baffling 
riddles of the East. Yet of all the mys- 
teries and legends created in the East, 
the most incongruous is that of Arab 
military strength, which is regarded as 
an important factor in the international 
political struggle. a 

The secrets of the powerful Arab 
armies are not always very carefully 
kept. From time to time, we are warned 
of thirty million Arab combatants or 
of an army of three million men about 
to be organized by the Arab League 
and which would be put into the field 
in the event of this or that demand of 
the Arabs not being met. The latest 
figure of Arab military strength has 
been modestly limited to an army of 
only 138,000 men. This statement has 
the authority of the mysterious, though 
not secret, Moslem Brotherhood Organ- 
ization. 

Let us attempt to throw some light 
on the real position of the Arab armed 
forces and see what is behind this 
drawing of the long bow. A closer ac- 
quaintance with the actual position will 
make it clear why, for instance, not one 
of these huge armies was sent to assist 
the Syrians in their struggle against 
France, and why the Arabs failed to 
come to the assistance of Iraq when 
she was threatened by the Kurds. 


Physical Debility of the 
Egyptian Army 

The Egyptian Army consists of 25,- 
000 men, including infantry, cavalry, 
light artillery, mechanized units and 
desert camel units. The Egyptian Air 
Force has 150 airplanes and a sufficient 
number of trained pilots. In some 
Egyptian circles, the Egyptian Army is 
estimated at 45,000 strong, but this 
figure apparently includes the police 
force organized by British officers, Rus- 
sell Pasha and Fitzpatrick Pasha, num- 
bering about 20,000 men. The Egyp- 
tian Defense Budget is instructive. In 
1946-47, this budget amounted to 
£E.8,000,000,* which is 7.5-8 percent 
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of the total budget. This allocation for 
the Army is significant in view of the 
latest plan aiming at the establishment 
of an army of 180,000 men, the ex- 
penditure of which would be covered 
by a loan of £E.50,000,000. This is not 
the first plan of its kind. In 1939, a 
plan was drawn up for an army of 100,- 
000 men and an Air Force equipped 
with 1000 planes. This plan, however, 
was soon abandoned, owing to the ex- 
penditure involved. Instead, a five-year 
plan was drawn up, providing for an 
army of 50,000 men and an air force 
of 500 planes. Subsequently, this five- 
year plan became a seven-year plan, 
before it was altogether abandoned. 
The budget is not the only obstacle 
to the setting up of an adequate army 
in Egypt. The state of health of the 
population is an even greater factor. A 
member of the Egyptian Senate, Aluba 
Pasha, in a statement made in May, 
1943, said that 90 percent of the re- 
cruits to the Army were found phys- 
ically unfit for military service. Refer- 
ring, on that occasion, to the strength 
of the Egyptian army in general, he 
pointed out that most of the tanks and 
75 percent of the planes were unfit for 
use. The annual number of men called 
up for military service in Egypt is 180,- 
000. Of these, 50,000 are exempted 
from service, a further 50,000 men suc- 
ceed in evading military service and 
60,000 are found physically unfit. Of 
the rest, only 3,000 are recruited while 
17,000 escape from the service. To 
complete the picture, one should bear 
in mind that the Egyptian army has 
not engaged in any military operation 
for the last hundred years, and while 
pitched battles were taking place in 
the desert, during the last war, the 
picked troops of the Royal Bodyguard 
limited their activities to parades. 


The Iraqi Army 


An army consisting of 2,500 men 
without artillery, with few automatic 
weapons and with only 60 old training 
planes, all stationed in the unfortified 
R.A.F. Camp at Habbaniya, succeeded 
in defeating 8,000 Iraqi troops having 
at their disposal 180 field guns, a large 
quantity of automatic weapons and 60 
modern planes commanding all the 
strategic approaches to the besieged 
camp. Thus ended the operations of the 
Iraqi army in the Second World War. 
They began in 1941, with the mutiny 
of Rashid Ali el Gailani. His troops 
besieged the British camp for four days 
but did not dare to take the offensive. 
Instead, they were attacked by the Brit- 
ish troops, who, with nothing more 
than a few training planes, hurriedly 
turned into bombers, utterly routed 
them. 
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Glubb Pasha, the commander of the 
Arab Legion, certainly knows many of 
the Arab military secrets. This could be 
gathered from his recent statement on 
the possible reaction of the Arabs to 
the recommendations of the Anglo- 
American Enquiry Commission. In 
speaking of this reaction, he did not 
mention a possible intervention by 
regular Arab military forces. He only 
referred to acts of sabotage, terrorism, 
and common brigandage. It may be re- 
called that Glubb Pasha, in the course 
of a lecture given at the Royal Asiatic 
Society, disclosed the fact that Rashid 
Ali and his followers had decided to 
take to their heels at a time when they 
outnumbered the British by eight to 
one. 

The mutiny of Rashid Ali is only 
one illustration of the achievements 
of the Iraqi army. Another example 
of its strength was in its campaign in 
the North of Iraq where the Kurds 
periodically renew their national 
struggle. The Kurds are intrepid 
fighters and in their rising of Au- 
gust, 1945, only a few thousand of 
them, under the leadership of Mullah 
Mustapha, routed thirteen Iraqi bat- 
talions, assisted by police and an air 
force. It was the R.A.F. that stopped 
the advance of the Kurds towards 
the Mosul oil fields. The Iraqi army, 
which is better trained and has more 
experienced in guerrilla warfare than 
the Egyptian army, numbered some 
20,000 men on the eve of the Second 
World War. The military educational 
standard of the Iraqi officers is low, 
owing to the general low educational 
standard prevalent in the country. 

The Air Force consists of a recon- 
naissance and training squadron. The 
police force numbers 12,500 men, a 
third of whom are mounted. Its du- 
ties include the guarding of the oil 
fields and the pipe lines. 

According to latest information, 
the Iraqi army has been increased to 
25,000 men and furnished with large 
quantities of equipment and ammu- 
nition from Britain. It is, however, 
doubtful whether the Iraqi. forces 
will be able to stand up against the 
Kurds who are equipped with modern 
automatic weapons and live in the 
natural strongholds of their moun- 
tains. 


The Transjordan Army 


The military strength of the new Ha- 
shemite Kingdom is no secret. It has 
been created by Britain, it is main- 
tained by British and Palestinian tax- 
payers. The Arab Legion forms the 
main army of Transjordan. It was 
created in 1922 and, in 1938, number- 
ed 1,600 men. During the last war, it 
was increased to about 8,000 men and 
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included a mechanized brigade and 
sixteen infantry units. The Legion 
has 50 guns, 400 armored cars and 
a number of tanks, 40 of which are 
new. 

The second Transjordan military 
force is the Frontier Force. It was 
established in 1926 and numbers about 


3,000 men, of whom 850 are mounted. 


The Frontier Force consists chiefly 
of recruits from various minorities, 
such as the Circassians, Druzes, Chris- 
tians and a few Jews. Its equipment 
is quite modern and includes Bren 
guns, a 75 mm. cannon for each 
squadron and anti-tank guns. During 
the Rashid Ali mutiny, this Frontier 
Force failed in its loyalty to Britain 
and several of its units refused to 
fight against the Iraqis. About 500 
men left the Force or were discharged. 
Both the Legion and the Frontier 
Force have had practically no experi- 
ence of modern warfare and their 
main task has been confined to police 
duties, such as intervention in inter- 
tribal conflicts, guarding the pipe line, 
keeping a watchful eye on the move- 
ments of King Abdullah’s traditional 
enemy across the frontier, King Ibn 
Saud, the ruler of Saudi Arabia. 


The Camel Force of 
Saudi Arabia 

The desert camel riders appeal to 
the Western imagination. Under the 
supreme command of King Ibn Saud, 
and led by tribal chieftains possessing 
private weapons, they have gradually 
turned into a modern military force. 
Of late, the Saudian army has been 
strengthened by improved transport 
facilities, the supply of automatic 
weapons, telephone and radio equip- 
ment, purchased with American dollars 
obtained from oil concessions. The 
Egyptian pro-Nazi General, Aziz al 
Masri Pasha has been invited to Sau- 
di Arabia to take over the reorgani- 
zation of the Saudi Arabian Army, 
numbering some 5,000 men. The tribal 
police, comprising 10,000 men, as well 
as the town and oasis police, however, 
have not been brought up to modern 
standards. King Ibn Saud’s success in 
suppressing his mutinous tribes in 
1930-32, and his defeat of the Imam 
Yehye of Yemen in 1934 were mainly 
due to the superiority of his troops. It 
is difficult to see what Ibn Saud in- 
tends doing with his light tanks, fight- 
er planes and light bombers supplied 
to him by America during the war. 
Considering his advanced age and 
natural astuteness, it is unlikely that 
he will embark on any risky venture 
that might jeopardize the dominion 
snatched by him from the Hashemite 
dynasty. The stand taken by him dur- 
ing the war clearly showed his reluc- 
tance to oppose a Western Power. 
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The Yemen 


The ruler of Yemen, the Imam 
Yehye, has, appatently, since his de- 
feat in 1934, lost all independence in 
foreign affairs and from a military 
point of view has been reduced to 
utter impotence. The bare-footed army 
of the Imam can hardly be regarded 
as constituting a potential danger 
to any country. 


The Syrian Army 


The young Syrian State has taken 
over a ready made army. The “Special 
Troops,” numbering 20,000 men, com- 
prise mounted battalions, armored 
units, machine gun, mobile desert and 
field artillery units. This Army, cre- 
ated by the French, was partially re- 
cruited from the minorities living in 
Syria and their loyalty to their new 
Arab rulers is therefore questionable, 
particularly in view of the fact that 
their service conditions have not im- 
proved under the new regime. The 
officers are imbued with French mili- 
tary traditions and are far from being 
reconciled to the country’s new politi- 
cal status. Some cases of mutiny have 
occurred, and a number of officers 
have left the service. The Syrian Na- 
tional Government, which is very 
much in need of strong military forces 
in order to enforce its authority over 
the separatist provinces of Alawis 
and the Druzes, is fully aware of the 
inadequacy of its present army. One 
of the contemplated improvements 
of the army is to entrust the notori- 
ous Fawzi Al Kawkagi with its high 
command. The adventurous past of 
this commander in the Syrian Re- 
volt of 1926, in the Palestine riots of 
1936-39 and in the Rashid Ali Revolt 
of 1941 in Iraq, though all ending 
in failure, may perhaps be taken as a 
clue as to what can be expected of 
him in his new role. It is difficult to 
see how Syria proposes to solve her 
military problems with an allocation 
of only 1.7 per cent of her entire 
budget. The rifles, machine guns and 
armored cars which the country has 
taken over from the French are all out 
of date. 


The Lebanese Army 


The Lebanese Army, like the Syr- 
ian Army, is the creation of the 
French. It comprises 5,000 men, exclu- 
sive of the Gendarmerie which num- 
bers another 5,000 men. The prevalent 
feeling in Lebanese circles is that the 
maintenance of an army is a luxury 
which the country can ill afford. Even 
the relatively small amount of 600,000 
Lebanese Pounds spent on defense is 
felt to be a burden which the country 
should not carry at a time when it is 
faced with a grave economic crisis. 
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Some time ago, a high Army officer 
was sent to Egypt for the purpose of 
buying up part of the military mate- 
rial offered there for sale by the Amer- 
ican military authorities. However, 
the officer returned to the Lebanon 
with a purchase of preserved food- 
stuffs in an amount of £P.7,000. This 
unexpected purchase caused no small 
public scandal since neither the Army 
nor the civilian population was in 
need of it. 

Generally speaking, the Lebanese of- 
ficers, the majority of whom are 
Christians, are good disciples of the 
French military schools and the dis- 
cipline of their units is probably su- 
perior to that of any other Arab 
Army. 


Myth and Reality 


In the light of the above facts, the 
claim that Arab armies might endan- 
ger the peace of the world or of the 
Middle East would appear to be un- 
founded. In estimating the military 
strength of the Arabs, one should also 
bear in mind the conflicting interests 
of the different Arab dynasties. These 
conflicts cannot be glossed over by fra- 
ternal embraces, such as exhibited at 
the Anshass meeting by the represen- 
tatives of the opposing dynasties, or 
by the sumptuous banquets in a fash- 
ion reminiscent of the Arabian Nights 
which accompanied these Royal meet- 
ings. Moreover, Egypt is faced with 
grave social problems; Iraq is con- 
stantly threatened by the Kurds and 
other elements discontented with the 
appalling social conditions prevalent 
in the country; Syria is making strenu- 
ous efforts to maintain her territorial 
integrity in the face of separatist 
tendencies, whilst neglecting the in- 
sistent demands of the population for 
social reforms; the Lebanon is torn be- 
tween Western and Eastern trends 
and is finding it difficult to allay the 
fears of her Christian population; 
Saudi Arabia and Transjordan are 
suspiciously watching each other's 
slightest movements. 

In terms of actual strength, initia- 
tive, inventive ability and modern 
means of warfare, therefore, all these 
countries constitute a factor of very 
little importance in the balance of 
world power. 

The imaginary bloc of Arab coun- 
tries directed against Soviet Russia 
need not cause much concern to the 
Kremlin. Just as Downing Street need 
not take the threats of appeal to Russia 
too seriously. Anyone familiar with 
the actual position will realize that 
such Arab armies as are strong enough 
to protect the frontiers of their coun- 
tries or to engage in warfare with 
their neighbors are certainly unable 
to face any modern army. 
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Eighteen Centuries 
in One Volume 


IN TIME AND ETERNITy: A Jewish 
Reader, edited by Nahum N. 
Glatzer, New York, Schocken Books, 
1946, 256 pp., $2.75. 


The editor of this anthology has 
set himself the task of giving the 
English-speaking reader a_ selection 
out of Jewish writings, from the post- 
Biblical period to Khassidism. The 
book covers a period of eighteen cen- 
turies of Jewish life and thought, and 
skilfully combines representative items 
of the ramified Jewish literature since 
the end of the period of the Second 
Temple. The reader acquires a con- 
ception, to the extent, naturally, that 
it is possible to convey in the form 
of an anthology, of the rich and varie- 
gated Jewish life of the spirit in the 
post-Biblical period, both in Palestine 
and in the Diaspora. 

To have performed this task is in- 
deed a great service, for, in general, 
there is hardly any understanding of 
the extraordinary originality and merit 
of Jewish literature in the post-Biblical 


period. There is a general impression 
that Jewish creativity was exhausted 
after the completion of the Bible. An 
attentive reader will observe in this 
anthology how the ideas of the proph- 
ets were further developed, in depth 
and in sublimity, and will be stimu- 
lated to acquaint himself more closely 
and more thoroughly with one or an- 
other work of Jewish literature. The 
editor’s views may be wholeheartedly 
endorsed, when he says that the Jew- 
ish values represented have not lost 
their meaning for our time. 

One can easily understand that it 
was quite impossible, within the limits 
of a one-volume anthology, to give a 
full picture of the multifarious aspects 
and tendencies of Jewish culture over so 
long a period. Here and there certain 
important details have been neglected. 
In many cases it is difficult, of course, 
to find an objective measuring-rod of 
what is more or less important. Yet, 
some of these details are surely impor- 
tant enough to be noted. For instance, 
while the classic Khassidic literature 
is very well represented, there is very 
little reflecting the spiritual world of 
the East European misnagdim. The so- 
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Antonion Piccini Co., 25 Clinton Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., greet their friends and 
patrons with all good wishes for the 
Passover season. 
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called Musar movement, founded by 
Rabbi Israel Salanter, is not mentioned 
at all. There may also be differences 
of opinion as to whether it was proper 
to omit the whole Apocryphal litera- 
ture in an anthology of post-Biblical 
Jewish literature. In the chapter on 
“The Kingdom of God” it would also 
perhaps have been desirable to in- 
clude a few examples of the rich Mes- 
sianic Midrash literature. 

All these, however, are details. In 
general, the volume gives the contem- 
porary English-reading public a very 
good idea of the various aspects of 
Jewish creative life in the post-Bibli- 
cal period. 

ABRAHAM MENES 


The Mass Neurosis 


ANTI-SEMITISM, A SOCIAL DISEASE, 
by Ernest Simmel, International 
Universities Press, New York, 1946. 


It is difficult for a Jew, however de- 
tached he tries to be, to write objec- 
tively on the problem of anti-Semitism 
or to speak calmly of its many rami- 
fications. To the subjects of its cruelties 
for more than a millennium and its 
helpless victims in more recent times, 
anti-Semitism evokes a sense of utter 
futility in the face of its implacability. 
One of the most wicked phenomena in 
history, it defies reason as well as 
morals and ethics. And there is no visi- 
ble answer. At best the Jew meets the 
threat by improvisation, at worst he 
withdraws into himself, helpless be- 
fore its onslaughts. 

Numerous attempts, honest and oth- 
erwise, have been made to analyze, to 
explain, to justify and even to remedy. 
None has met the problem squarely, 
none has been successful. It seems that 
neither the Jew nor the Christian is 
willing or able to solve it. At first a 
religious phenomenon, anti-Semitism 
soon became a weapon in the hands 
of the base and unscrupulous. Politics 
now bedeviled it, as political chicanery 
is apt to do. In its more modern garb 
it is of comparatively recent origin. 
As was to be expected, it arose in 
Germany and Austria where people 
have the fatal capacity to make phil- 
osophies out of stupidities and to fash- 
ion principles out of falsehoods. To 
cap it all, came the infamous racial 
theory, so utterly false, but so avidly 
seized upon by men with black hearts 
and perverted minds. To attain pur- 
poses of their own, cunning and evil 
men have used anti-Semitism as a 
means to confuse and befog, to make 
the Jew the scapegoat for social evils, 
economic failures, and political crimes 
with which he has nothing to do. Cyni- 
cism and cruelty and hypocrisy became 
more shameless than ever, so that the 
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CHICAGO BOSTON NEWARK 


Jew now has no defenses, except his 
Own inner ones, and these are not al- 
ways strong. 


This being a “psychoanalytic age,” 
it is only natural that attempts should 
be made to throw psychologic light on 
the problem of anti-Semitism, on the 
mentality of the anti-Semite, and on 
the society in which he thrives. The 
book under review is a study from the 
psychoanalytic point of view. Ernest 
Simmel, the editor, writes on Anti- 
Semitism and Mass Psychopathology. 
Of the other contributors to the vol- 
ume, the late Otto Fenichel discusses 
the Elements of the Psychoanalytic 
Theory of Anti-Semitism; Max Hork- 
heimer takes up the Sociological Back- 
ground of the Psychoanalytic Ap- 
proach; Douglass Orr speaks of Anti- 
Semitism and the Psychopathology of 
Everyday Life; Bernhard Berliner dis- 
courses on Some Religious Motives of 
Anti-Semitism; Frenkel - Brunswick 
and Sanford contribute a Research Re- 
port on the Anti-Semitic Personality; 
and T. W. Adorno concludes with a 
chapter on Anti-Semitism and Fascist 
Propaganda, 

The book is worth reading and will 
reward the psychologically informed. 
It throws light on one, and perhaps the 
least understood, aspect of a very com- 
plex problem. It seeks to fathom the 
emotional depths of anti-Semitism and 
succeeds in analyzing the unconscious 
motives from which it draws its 
strength. The chapter on the anti- 
Semitic personality is particularly in- 
structive, though more practical than 
psychoanalytic, and gives considerable 
insight into the low type of perverted 
mentality which is so easily suscepti- 
ble to the anti-Semitic virus. The last 
chapter on anti-Semitism and fascist 
propaganda teaches a very practical les- 
son and helps to understand why anti- 
Semitism is the spearhead of reaction 
and the enemy of liberalism and de- 
mocracy. 

Many years ago (in The Menorah 
Journal, 1925) the reviewer wrote an 
essay on the Psychology of Anti-Semi- 
tism; Anti-Semitism as a Social Neu- 
rosis. Contrary to the opinion of some 
of the contributors to Simmel’s book, 
who look upon anti-Semitism as a 
social psychosis, the reviewer thinks 
of it in terms of a neurosis. There is a 
fundamental difference. It is a grave 
question whether one can speak of 
a psychosis of peoples. But there can 
be no difference of opinion that in 
mass psychopathology, as in that of the 
individual, we are confronted with a 
deep-seated emotional phenomenon. 
Whatever other factors enter into anti- 
Semitism, and there are many, the 
emotional reaction unquestionably 
plays a dominant role and colors all 
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GARGILL—Dr. and Mrs. S. L. Gargill, 
474 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., extend 
to their relatives and friends best 
wishes for a happy Passover. 
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KRAMER—Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kramer 
of New York City, extend their best 
wishes for a happy Passover to all rela- 
tives and friends. 




















the other aspects of the problem. It is 
an emotional aberration, a social dis- 
ease, and more of the group than of 
the individual—the shame of Chris- 
tian society. That is why it has per- 
sisted so long and why it is so difficult 
to comprehend and to deal with. The 
keen analysis of the various contrib- 
utors may help our understanding. It 
is too much to hope for a solution from 
reason alone, but additional insight 
and understanding may aid in coping 
with blind emotions. 
ISRAEL S. WECHSLER. 


Ancestral Martyrs 


THE SPIRIT RETURNETH, by Selma 
Stern, translated from the German 
manuscript by Ludwig Lewisohn, 
The Jewish Publication Society of 
America, Philadelphia, 1946, 265 
pp., $3. 

Yesterday's accounts of the crema- 
toria, the lamp-shades fashioned from 
human skin and the soap from human 
fat, the mass suicides in Jewish com- 
munities throughout Europe and the 
hopeless yet heroic Battle of the War- 
saw Ghetto are of such fresh wounds 
that Selma Stern’s chronicle of the fate 
of the medieval Jewish communities of 
Strassburg, Mainz, Frankfurt, and Basle 
reads like the inventions of an unimag- 
inative writer. Not that she is unimag- 
inative. On the contrary, she has writ- 
ten a series of sketches that, in spite 
of not constituting a “novel” as claimed 
on the title-page, do present a vivid 
picture of the plague-swept Europe in 
which the Jews lived and suffered mar- 
tyrdom just before the turn of the 
fourteenth century. It is not the writer 
who was unimaginative; but the re- 
pentant flagellants who aimed to save 
Europe from the Black Plague by pray- 
er and purification—and by purging 
the Holy Roman Empire of its Jews— 
lacked the hideous imagination of their 
unholy Nazi successors. 

The Jews of those days, because of 
their observance of the hygienic pres- 
criptions of Jewish ritual, suffered pro- 
portionately less from the Plague, 
which took some twenty-five million 
lives, than the general population. This 
in itself was enough to lend credence 
among the people to the legend that 
the Jews had poisoned the wells in an 
attempt to destroy the Christians. The 
erstwhile protectors—and incidentally, 
the heavy debtors—of the Jews en- 
couraged the legend by instituting fic- 
titious trials, in which leading Jews 
were tortured on the rack until they 
“confessed” and involved other prom- 
inent Jews in their “guilt.” All of these 
“trials” ended with the slaughter of 
the resident Jews, and in more than 
one hundred and fifty towns the cred- 
itor-debtor Gordian knot was resolved 
in true Alexandrian fashion. The only 
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escape was through conversion, a path 
trodden by some but shunned by the 
overwhelming majority. There were 
many, Many communities whose Jews 
believed with the author of Sefer Hakh- 
assidim (the Book of Saints) that mar- 
tyrdom was a privilege, and acted ac- 
cordingly. 

Yet the message of the book—for it 
has a message—is not that Jews suffer 
in every age, nor is it that the Jews 
have suffered more than all others or 
more than even their own exaggerated 
notion of the extent of their sins war- 
rants. It is the time-tested truth that 
Israel shall persevere in spite of all 
persecution and outlive its would-be 
destroyers. The message is suggested, 
feebly, in the cliché-symbol of the 
church steeple on fire and its bell si- 
lenced while the Bet Hamidrash, the 
synagogue, remains untouched by the 
flames. It is repeated more effectively 
in an imagined discussion among some 
of Israel's historic oppressors: Pharaoh, 
Haman, Titus, Hadrian, etc., each of 
whom added a page to his predecessor's 
book and a “refinement” to his prede- 
cessor’s method, and all of whom 
failed. The cliché is invoked again, 
this time as a climax, when a Christian 
housemaid brings back to his father’s 
house in the city of Weil (which es- 
caped the horror of the plague) the in- 
fant son of one of the martyrs, and in 
so doing expiates somewhat the ghastly 
crimes of her coreligionists. 

Selma Stern’s book is a good picture 
of the life of those days, it is excellent 
“personalized” history, but her people 
are not individuals, but types, and each 
one acts and reacts just as you would 
expect of the type: the convert returns, 
the Kabbalist calculates when the 
Messiah is due (although he manages 
not to discourage the armed resistance 
of the Mainz Talmudic students), the 
physician is kindly and the court-Jew 
loyal and respected, the rich banker 
and the big merchant are pious. And 
their counterparts are as you would 
expect, too: the grandmothers are wise 
and have youthful memories, the wives 
are faithful and the girls heroic. It is 
all very pat. 

This is the author's first novel, it is 
also her introduction to the English- 
reading public. Selma Stern has a repu- 
tation as a distinguished historian, and 
is an authority on the history of the 
Jews of Germany. Whether it is her 
scientific training which has inhibited 
the story-teller or simply that it is a 
first novel which is to blame for her 
literary lapses remains to be seen. What 
is astonishing is that in spite of its 
shortcomings as a novel, it remains a 
really moving book. Perhaps it is pre- 
cisely because it is so faithful to the 
facts of Jewish history and because its 
people are such familiar, such stock 
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MINSKOFF—Mr. and Mrs. Sam Min- 
skoff and family, 112 Central Park 
South, extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy 
Passover. 
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DASHEFSKY—Mr. and Mrs. N. Da- 
shefsky, 1504 Sheridan Ave., N. Y., 
extend Passover greetings to all rela- 


tives and friends. 
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types, that one is drawn to it. It is 
moving and touching in very much 
the same way that the translator, Lud- 
wig Lewisohn’s own novel of a few 
years back. Breathe upon These is af- 
fecting, in spite of its not being “good 
fiction”; it is a warm, sympathetic re- 
telling of a known story; it is by “one 
of us,” and the heroes are all pure 
white, the villains deepest black; it 
shows our mishpokheh not as some of 
its members really were but as we 
sometimes imagine them to have been, 
and as we would like them to have 
been. 
MORDECAI S. CHERTOFF 


Chart of Growth 


THE REVIVAL OF PALESTINE, 4y 
Joshua Ziman, Sharon Books, pp. 
192, $2.50. 


As Palestine reaches the front pages 
more frequently and the events trans- 
piring there are announced in ever 
larger headlines, the issue calls forth 
heat and controversy. Precisely at such 
a time it becomes necessary to review 
the facts and to arrive at conclusions 
on the basis of figures, statistics, charts, 
and records. The Revival of Palestine 
by Joshua Ziman is a contribution to- 
ward our factual grasp of the Palestine 
situation. The author, a veteran of the 
Jewish civil service, has served as statis- 
tician for the Jewish National Fund 
and has gathered his material from 
primary sources. Mr. Ziman has made 
a conscious effort to be objective, scien- 
tific, and impersonal. 

It is this impersonal presentation 
which represents the book’s greatest 
merit as well as its deficiency. The 
average reader shies away from tables 
of figures, charts, and graphs. Should 
the reader succeed in overcoming his 
initial resistance, however, and begin 
reading, he will find that there is 
rhythm, persuasive argument, and a 
wealth of information in the columns 
of figures and the accompanying de- 
scriptive paragraphs. 

Ziman covers the entire period of 
modern Palestine from 1880 to 1945. 
While he does not indulge in either 
hypotheses or prognoses, numerous 
facts present themselves incontrovert- 
ibly from his array of data. Thus for 
instance, we discover (p. 25), that the 
rate of growth of the Arab population 
was slow before the arrival of Jews 
in Palestine and increased tremen- 
dously afterwards. We get a new per- 
spective when we find in a list of the 
Jewish population by districts (p. 26), 
that almost half is concentrated in the 
Tel Aviv area. 

As Ziman analyzes the Jewish econ- 
omy in Palestine in terms of land, 
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water, colonization, agriculture, indus- 
try, building, commerce and trade, 
capital and labor, a picture unfolds in A Happy Passover 
which the relevant factors each assume to Our Friends 
Compliments of their proper proportions. The Jewish 
National Fund (p. 30) looms as an , 
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d Jewish owned area of 418,000 dunams LOU G. SIEGEL 
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dunams. In September, 1945, of a total New York, N. Y.. 
Jewish ownership of 1,590,000 dunams, 
Sanu the Jewish National Fund increased 
to 51% or 805,000 dunams. To under- 
stand the full importance of this de- 
PROSPECT WINE velopment, one must consider Jewish 
& LIQUOR CO. land-holdings in the light of the table Trade Bank and Trust Co. 
° psyche evi  *. in which { 7th AVENUE and 36th STREET 
ada cilia abs the total area made habitable throug 
ee eae nae cance _ drainage consists of 491,000 dunams 2nd AVENUE and 4th STREET 
‘ or fully 31% of the total Jewish area 8 WEST 48th STREET 
809 Prospect Ave. Brom, N.Y, || *Vailable. NEW YORK, N. Y. 











The story of rural and urban settle- 
ment as revealed in the chapter on 
colonization is a condensed version of 
a modern epic. Zionist propagandists 


have oft repeated the tales of pioneer- ATLANTIC YEAST CORP. 
MAX FRIEDMAN ing and human initiative against nat- 



































42 WEST 39th STREET ural and man-made obstacles which 640 DEAN STREET 
NEW YORK CITY have produced the Palestine Yishuv. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Although the record of towns and col- 
onies appears prosaic on the printed 
, page, a consideration of the time span 
MARGOLIS—Mr. and Mrs. Moe Mar- during which they were built infuses EVergreen 8-7050 
golis, 3049 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, drama into the columns of figures. A 
N. Y., extend best wishes for a very population of 23,000 in 1880 does not STATE LAUNDRY CO., Inc. 
happy and prosperous Passover to grow to 600,000 in 1945 without the 746 MYRTLE AVENUE 
all their relatives and friends. accompaniment of “blood, sweat and Brooklyn, N. Y. 
tears.” : 




















The story of Jewish agriculture re-. 


als more of the details of the Pales- 
ART CRAYON CO., Inc. || ** JEWISH HOME FOR CONVALES- 
tinian drama. The types of crops and Saas Genet View onthabiodien, 


their extent when related to chronology ‘ 
560 é : : New York (City Office, 215 2nd Ave. 
daphne reflect Jewish technological achieve- The’ Officers pa Directors extend “4 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. ments, Arab-Jewish relations, droughts their members and friends their very 


best wishes for Passover. 











and consequent economic developments, 
wars, world economic conditions and 


Jewish immigration. If all other facts RPPPPPPPPPL LD PPLE PLP MAPS 
> HOTEL BELLECLAIRE were unavailable, a major portion of 


; 

§ 

, 

» ¢ the history of modern Palestine could friceration Co. 
> BROADWAY & 77th STREET % be reconstructed from our knowledge Acme Refrig 

New York City ; 
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of Jewish agriculture, which until re- 
| ® cently constituted the principal eco- Brooklyn. N Y, 
| nomic foundation for the Yishuv. eee eee Te 
It is only recently that agriculure Anns 
] SOMER dl oe : NZEN Pe ig og eo = in- 
i “Blue Coal” ustry (p. 85 ff), as a source of Jew- 
756 THIRD OVENUE ish economic maintenance. Industry Acco Products, Inc. 

j Phone: SOuth 8-3700 did not spring up in Palestine over- 39-08 — 24th STREET 
i 64th STREET & 7th AVENUE night. Rather has it developed steadily Long Island City, N. Y. 

Phane: Stveee Bead 6-7076 as the population grew. It is true that 














during the war a sudden spurt took 
place, but that spurt would have been 








KESTENBAUM—Mr. and Mrs. J. Kesten- impossible had the ground not been 

baum and family, 911 East 9th St., laid by the development of electrical INTERNATIONAL 
Brooklyn, N. Y., extend their best power and the accumulation of machin- TRANSFORMER CORP. 
wishes for a, happy Passover to all ery during the prewar years. 27 Kentucky Ave. Paterson, N. J. 





relatives and friends. An interesting sidelight on the de- 
velopment of industry is the changing 
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GOODMAN BROS. 
MONUMENTS, Inc. 


"Memorials of Distinction" 
New York Office and Display 
219 SECOND STREET 
Near Ave.B - N.Y.C. - GR 5-0017 
Main Office at Entrance to 
MT. HEBRON CEMETERY 
Flushing, N. Y. FLushing 9-3724 
Factory and Display 
71-73 INGRAHAM STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. EVergreen 7-6769 


























Siegel & Alenikoff 


500 SEVENTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 














SACHS-DAVIDSON 
Printing 


187 EAST BROADWAY 
ORchard 4-1450 New York City 


























FLORA MIR 


557 DeKALB AVENUE 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 











Ambassador Tea Room 
644 Flatbush Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BU 4-8828 


Extends Passover Greetings to 
Their Many Friends and Patrons 











LAVENDER 
LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 
PREPAID 


3 plants $1.50, 12 plants $5 
100 plants $50 


WASHINGTON BULBS 
Route 12 Tacoma, Wash. 














BERNE HAT 


311 to 313 W. BALTIMORE ST. 
Baltimore |, Md. 





role of the country in industry as com- 
pared to the town (p. 100). Until re- 
cent years industry was exclusively lo- 
cated in the cities. Approximately in 
1936 a trend to locate some of the in- 
dustrial projects in rural areas appeared. 
While that trend has not affected the 
position of the city as the predominant 
industrial center, it has increased con- 
siderably the importance of the rural 
settlements, particularly Kibbutzim, in 
industry. 

Considerable Jewish capital, brought 
into Palestine during the last three gen- 
erations, had been invested in construc- 
tion. Jewish investment in building in 
the 15 years from 1924 to 1939 alone 
amounted to £32,000,000 ($128,000,- 
000) (p. 10). Literally, whole cities 
were built. Tel Aviv had 139 houses 
containing 1,000 rooms in 1914. By 
1942 there were 7,068 houses with 
88,500 rooms (p. 106). Much of that 
construction took place by means of 
private financing. 

There is a general feeling among un- 
informed Jews, regrettably among Zion- 
ists as well, that Palestine was built as 
a philanthropic haven and that limit- 
less funds are needed for its upkeep. 
Ziman provides the exact figures (p. 
115). From 1918 until 1944 £138,- 
000,000 ($542,000,000) were invested 
in Palestine. Of that amount only 
£36,000,000 ($144,000,000) were 
brought in by means of contributions 
of all the Zionist funds. £102,000,000 
or $408,000,000 were invested by the 
immigrants themselves. Nor is the 
British contribution to the upbuilding 
of the country of any significance. If 


anything, Great Britain has taken out - 


of Palestine considerably more than it 
has put into it (p. 166). From 1920 
until 1944 Britain collected £102,000,- 
000 in Palestine by means of taxation. 
Of the £13,000,000 which the British 
exchequer contributed, approximately 
£9,000,000 were for direct military 
purposes required by Empire defense 
and not by Palestine. In return for its 
subventions, Palestine covered the full 
cost of thousands of British officials 
and their families. It covered the entire 
administrative expense of British police 
and the British Colonial Administra- 
tion. Palestine participated in loans to 
Great Britain to the extent of half a 
billion dollars. The Yishuv has become 
a self-sustaining, economic organism. 
Zionist funds are needed for resettle- 
ment of newcomers and the extension 
of economic opportunities, not for sup- 
port of the residents. In fact, the Yishuv 
itself participates almost as much in 
the national institutions and funds as 
does American Jewry (p. 171). In 
1943-44, $34,000,000 were contributed 
by the Yishuv for the various funds to 
match American Jewish contributions. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


William I. Nathan 
Ine. 


Man Tailored 


Coats and Suits 
10-20—38-46 
$12.75 - $18.75 


519 - 8th Ave. BR. 9-8829 














Jewish Matrimonial Agency 
RUTH CHANCIS, Director 


2390 Broadway New York City 
Corner 87th Street 














Holiday Greetings from 
BROWNING KING 
241 BROADWAY 
New York City 


























WASSERMAN & GIMBEL 
e 


124 PEARL STREET 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

















A. B. C. TOYS, Inc. 


482 BROADWAY 
New York City 











Petersen-Owens., Inc. 
428 WEST 13th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 

















ALEXANDER'S MEN'S SHOP 


Incorporated 


1416 SAINT NICHOLAS AVENUE 
New York City 


























Holiday Greetings from 


Nargizian’s Rug Shop 
263 FLATBUSH AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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HOTEL BREVOORT 
5th AVENUE at 8th STREET 


Where for over 100 years fine 
food has been our tradition. 
* 

LUNCHEON - DINNER - SUPPER 














TEWI LINGERIE, Inc. 


x 


9 EAST 48th STREET 
New York City 

















BYNE PAPER CORP. 


820 GREENWICH STREET 
New York 14, N. Y. 




















CHICAGO BEVERAGE CO. 
3423 WEST 13th PLACE 
Chicago 23, Ill. 














Dr. Philip L. Salzberg 


60 HANSON PLACE 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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Kings Electro Plating Co. 


252 JAVA STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 























S. H. WEISER'S SONS 
102 WEST Ith STREET 
New York City 
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THE MELVILLE CO. 


9th and CENTRAL AVENUE 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 











The Revival of Palestine has intro- 
duced an innovation into Zionist litera- 
ture. An entire section is devoted to 
the Arab economy. Recognizing that 
for better or for worse, Palestine con- 
tains two peoples, Ziman understood 
that no description of the country could 
be complete unless it treated of both. 
To understand the living Palestine, one 
must know Jews, Arabs, and their 
inter-relationship. 


Ziman presents the Arabs of today 
in the light of the progress which they 
had made. As many Arabs as Jews im- 
migrated into the country since 1880. 
Arab agriculture has improved in yield 
and quality (irrigation, scientific farm- 
ing, etc.). Although industry is mostly 
Jewish, there are Arab industries (p. 
143 ff). In comparison with other Near 
Eastern countries, Palestine is advanced 
in matters of foreign trade. For in- 
stance (p. 156), imports and exports 
amount to £11.4 per capita whereas 
in Egypt they amount to only £4.1; 
other countries of the Near East are 
even lower. Similarly, the tonnage of 
steamboats entering has risen in Pales- 
tine so that Haifa is now a close rival 
of the great port of Alexandria. 


An examination of tonnage of car- 
goes, railroad freight, motor vehicles, 
number of telephones, radio sets, miles 
of roads, telegraph wires and the gen- 
eral health status points up Palestine 
as advanced in the entire Middle East. 
The outstanding factor differentiating 
Palestine from the other countries is 
Jewish immigration. No propaganda is 
required. The figures tell the tale and 
the conclusion is unmistakable. 


Although not included in the indi- 
vidual tables, an underlying motif of 
The Revival of Palestine is the con- 
tribution of Jewish labor to the entire 
growth of the country. Behind every 
rising graph on each chart there is a 
story of Jewish labor wielding a ham- 
mer, plowing a furrow, or drawing a 
blueprint. 


Although the diagrams are not as 
adequate as they -might have been, the 
total impression of the book is one of 
life and pulsating growth. Production 
increases, cities growing, new indus- 
tries, “tempo.” There appears to be an 
inexorable force making for progress. 
The phenomenal records of increase 
such as from 80 telephones in 1920 to 
23,000 in 1945 are repeated almost to 
the point of monotony. The production 
of fish (p. 76), or vegetables (p. 72), 
agricultural products (p. 78), indus- 
trial products (pp. 86 and 92) all re- 
veal the drive of creation. Revival 
is an appropriate name for a report on 
Palestine. 


SAADYA GELB. 
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FIGHT FOR WHAT YOU 
THINK IS RIGHT. 


NIGHTINGALE MILLS 


MARCELLUS, N. Y. 











Holiday Greetings to All My Friends 


LOUIS J. GLICKMAN 


REAL ESTATE 


565 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 

















FASHION-MADE 
TROUSERS CO. 


5 East 19th Street 
New York City 
































CENTRAL JERSEY FARMERS 
CO-OPERATIVE ASSN., Inc. 


HIGHTSTOWN 
New Jersey 











ACKERMAN & BLATT 


60 East 56th Street 
New York City 




















JACK ALTMAN, Inc. 


257 WEST 38th STREET 
New York City 











ROOF HEALTH CLUB 


HOTEL McALPIN 


BROADWAY AT 34th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
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THE FULLER BRUSH pion : 
COMPANY P oy 
a FOOD PRODUCTS 
250 WEST 57rH STREET CO. 5-4277 GROCERIES 
VY, 853 BROADWAY GR. 5-4983 PRODUCE 
BROOKLYN PROVISIONS 
1 DEKALB AVENUE TR. 5-3063 
26 COURT STREET TR. 5-9498 General Merchandise 
BRONX | arti 
2488 GRAND CONCOURSE FO. 7-2420 aon. 
wv rr rn errr ARTHUR HARRIS 


Established 1926 
11 Broadway, New York 4 
BOwling Green 9-3238 
Cable: ARTHARRIS, N. Y. 


GOLD OR SILVER-GILT FINISHING ON VARIOUS TYPES OF PLASTICS AS: 


Celluloise Acetate, Catalin, Urea, Paper Pulp, Plaster of Paris, 
Wood Pulp, Presswood, Tar Singes, Celluloid, Caseine, Ceramics 














Inquiries Answered Promptly - Deliveries Prompt 


Excellent Service Rendered At All Times 
QUICK FLOW 


INTER-STATE PRODUCTS COMPANY 


SO a a ae 
lll All tlt alt ll ln lin cl 

















160 FIFTH AVENUE; NEW YORK FILTER CO. 
(SE, AS AAAS le 2 r 
canna 
BUSKIRK, N. Y. 


Greetings from 























Greater Clothing Contractors Association 
° | & DR EL YATES 


100 FIFTH AVENUE Optometrist at Macy’s 


New York City : & 
a 34th ST. at HERALD SO. 














New York |, N. Y. 











ONATA-PAX | 


3 : Nu-Boro Park Cleaners 
INCORPORATED 


DISPOSABLE IE 
DIAPERS 


Cleaning and Dyeing 
Establishment 


COLD FUR STORAGE 


1259-77 39th Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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WITH NATA-PAX USE WET PROOF NATA PANTS-. 
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: L ; 
| Compliments of | } ELECTRA COURT, Inc. 1 
] CAKE BAKERS UNION - Local 51 of Greater New York | 40-15 81st STREET 
| H. HOROWITZ, President - N.EHRLICH, Manager - HARRY LORBER, Secretary | i Jackson Heights i 
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oA Love as Bold,as Beautiful,as Wild 
as the Hills that Hid Their Story! 
































THE EXCITEMENT THEY COULDNT DRIVE OUT OF THEIR BLOOD 
WILL SURGE IN YOURS...THESE TWO WHO SHARED A SAVAGE 
LOVE NOT EVEN THE LAWLESS WEST COULD FORGIVE! 
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ORIGINAL SCREEN PLAY BY NIVEN BUSCH MUSIC BY MAX STEINER =~ fh 


Pru Unod Sates Pictures fos Wannens 





All through the year you have seen our advertising, featuring the © seal 
of approval of the UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGRE- 
GATIONS OF AMERICA on the labels of HEINZ KOSHER 
VEGETARIAN BEANS, HEINZ KOSHER CONDENSED SOUPS, 
HEINZ KOSHER BABY FOODS and others of the 57 VARIETIES. 


Our @endorsed products are Kosher—but for year-round use only. To 
avoid any possibility of misunderstanding on this point, we therefore make 
our yearly pre-Passover statement:— 


THERE ARE NO HEINZ VARIETIES 
THAT ARE KOSHER FOR PASSOVER. 


To our customers and friends everywhere, we send our best wishes for a Happy Passover. 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Makers of the 57 Varieties 
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